24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 13, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

ADULT CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERIES
Do I know how to live the faith to my full potential?
Am I equipped to explain our faith to others?
First series
From Eden to Eden: The Garden, the Temple,
and the Catholic Church
A catechetical Bible study on the preparation,
founding, and life of the Church
Tuesdays: St. Thomas Aquinas after 5:00pm Mass
Wednesdays: Our Lady of Mercy, 7:00pm
Light food will be provided at each Bible study.
The 2nd class will continue this week on Sept. 15th
and 16th. At St. Thomas the 3rd class will take place
on Thursday the 24th rather than the 22nd.
“Jesus, power and wisdom of God, inspire in us a love for
Sacred Scripture.” —St. John Paul II

2ND COLLECTION TODAY
The 2nd collection today is for the Diocesan
Scholarship Association. All money collected will
provide scholarships to Catholic students who attend
Wheeling University. Applicants must be parishioners
of a parish in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston in
order to be eligible for a scholarship and the pastor’s
signature is required to verify parish membership.

PRO-LIFE CORNER
CONFORMITY
Is doing what everybody else is doing,
regardless of what is right.
MORALITY
Is doing what is right, regardless of
what everybody else is doing.

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR DISASTER RELIEF
A special collection will be held on the weekend of
Sept. 19-20 in all parishes to support recovery efforts
related to recent natural disasters (US Gulf
hurricanes, western wildfires and the devastating
explosion that occurred in Beirut, Lebanon). Please
make checks payable to St. Thomas Church or Our
Lady of Mercy Church with “Special Collection for
disaster relief” on the memo line.
“I do not know what will happen to me; I only know one thing
for certain, that the Lord will never fall short of His promises.
“Do not fear, I will make you suffer, but I will also give you the
strength to suffer,” Jesus tells me continually. “I want your soul
to be purified and tried by a daily hidden martyrdom”…”How
many times,” Jesus said to me a little while ago, “would you
have abandoned me, my son, if I had not crucified you.”
~St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
September 06, 2020
St. Thomas: $3,770.06
Our Lady of Mercy: $766.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

THE PROMISE OF A POST-COVID CHURCH
AUGUST 31, 2020 ~ AUGUSTE MEYRAT
(Continued from last week.)
Traditional Catholicism offers something all people (and particularly young people) crave: a sense of
identity. The medieval aesthetic of the liturgy, the ancient language spoken by the priests, the veils and
dresses of the women, the suits and ties of the men, the long lines for Confession, the (sometimes dry)
homilies quoting Saints Thomas Aquinas and Alphonsus Liguori, and the many squirming children filling
gaps in already crowded pews all work to make congregants feel authentically and uniquely Catholic. This
sense of identity reinforces their Christian faith and liberates them from the typical insecurities of more
mainstream Catholics. Having truly removed themselves from the general culture, they will be able to
handle being a countercultural minority when the time requires it.
And for those who are paying attention to the current collapse of Christianity, that time is now. The
traditional model should start replacing—not just supplementing—the increasingly passé Novus Ordo
model. This means that dying churches should consider making the following simple yet powerful changes:
they should institute worship ad orientem, install Communion rails, remove all extraordinary ministers
from the altar, offer Confession during Mass, reintroduce chant and traditional hymnody, and encourage
modest, respectful, and reasonably formal attire for both men and women. In the long-term, we need to once
again teach priests Latin, train them in the Extraordinary Form, and encourage them to deliver quality
homilies. The other changes can happen right now and this will immediately create an atmosphere of
prayer, reverence, and charity.
Ideally, this transformation into a smaller, more traditionally-minded Church would be carried out by the
bishops and priests. Unfortunately, they continue to unfairly antagonize traditional Catholics—for
reference, consider the recent prohibition of Communion rails and ad orientem worship issued by a bishop
in Boise, Idaho. Bishop Robert Barron epitomizes this view when he characterizes traditional Catholics as
“radical traditionalists” who create a “culture of contempt” on social media. Meanwhile, while he holds an
invitation-only conference with other Catholic media members on how to deal with the one group of
Catholics actually growing in number, churches all over the country are being abandoned. Although it is
fair to say that certain traditionalists take their criticism too far, Bishop Barron and other Catholic leaders
would make a much stronger case for themselves by ignoring these trolls and focusing their efforts on the
much bigger problem at hand.
In such cases, it falls upon the lay Catholics and the priests to pick up the pieces and fill the emptied
pews, or at least start this process. Fortunately, there are cardinals and bishops, not least Pope Emeritus
Benedict himself, who have championed traditional worship and stricter religious practice. They should be
involved in this renewal, not rebuffed as out-of-touch elites. Not all Church leaders belong to the secular
progressive cliques or agonize over online provocateurs, and it is neither fair or wise to assume that they do.
Recovery will start by remembering what brought down the Church in the first place. It wasn’t the virus
—which only accelerated the decline—but a widespread complacency that saw no reason to address
liturgical abuses and a culture of mediocrity. Like Noah coming off the Ark, these traditional Catholics who
endured the long storm will need to re-evangelize their disenchanted brethren and build the Church anew.

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 months: 832
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 28,615

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of
Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving
in our armed forces.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday, Sept 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Feast)
7:15am (T) Fr. Dube †

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of September,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 09/13/20 at 7:30 AM

Tuesday, Sept 15
Our Lady of Sorrows (Mem)
5:00pm (T) Rocky Ferguson †

Wednesday, Sept 16
Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs (Mem)
9:00am (P) God’s Blessing on Pope Francis, the Church & CUF

Thursday, Sept 17
St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop & Dr. of the Church (Opt. mem)
5:00pm (T) Leo Pase †

Friday, Sept 18
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Tina Repetsky †

Saturday, Sept 19
St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr (Opt. mem)
Blessed Virgin Mary (Opt. mem)
9:00am (P) Frances & Arley Mason †
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Sept 20
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) William & Leah Marco, Lyndsay Hart †

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Oct. 2nd
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry &
Madonna DiBacco, & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504. For more information on the
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe
Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

