
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 20, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

ADULT CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERIES
First series 

From Eden to Eden: The Garden, the Temple, 
and the Catholic Church

A catechetical Bible study on the preparation, 
founding, and life of the Church

St. Thomas after 5:00 Mass: Th Sept 24, Tues Sept 29
Our Lady of Mercy, 7:00pm: Weds. Sept 23 & 30
Light food will be provided at each Bible study.

A special collection will be held this weekend, Sept. 
19-20 in all parishes to support recovery efforts related 
to recent natural disasters. Please make checks 
payable to St. Thomas Church or Our Lady of Mercy 
Church with “Special Collection for disaster relief” on 
the memo line.

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR DISASTER RELIEF

DEDICATION OF THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”
-St. Jerome

We will have the dedication of the new Stations of the 
Cross at Mt. Calvary Cemetery on Sunday, Sept. 27th 
at 2:00pm. All are welcome to join us.

PLEASE HELP THE KNIGHTS

Football Frenzie tickets are in the back of the church. 
Take one or two, if two get third free on line. Please 
put ticket stub and $10 in an envelope and put it in the 
collection basket or return to Tom Kucer or Fred 
Sikarskie. Sales are down, winners should be up. 
Return Tickets by Oct. 10th.

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,853.18
Diocesan Scholarship:  $311.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $777.52
   Diocesan Scholarship:  $130.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
September 13, 2020

“A cross carried simply, and without those returns of 
self-love which exaggerate troubles, is no longer a 
cross. Peaceable suffering is no longer suffering. We 
complain of suffering! We should have much more 
reason to complain of not suffering, since nothing 
makes us more like Our Lord than carrying His Cross. 
Oh, what a beautiful union of the soul with Our Lord 
Jesus Christ by the love and the virtue of His Cross!”                       
                          ~St. John Vianney



THE FALLEN ANGEL
By Timothy Montgomery

Most of us have heard about the fallen angels, Satan, the devil, etc. from our Catholic teachings on how these angels 
were created in grace but fell from grace by their own will by opposing the will of God.  What then, is their mission? 
– to lead you and I away from God, and to ensure we do not gain the graces to reach Our Lord’s promise of entering 
the gates of heaven.

Whether you see the devil as a physical or spiritual entity, he does exist, and is sowing his seeds of evil in all manner 
of insidious ways.  He leads us away from God by using the physical world of earthly things to lure us into his 
worldly trap; even though we take nothing from earth into Heaven except for our soul.

We witness society set up where everyone has a place and, in which, in many cases we can improve or fall from our 
station in life. God wants us to proceed up the ladder of life with the aid of his sanctifying grace, while the devil seeks 
to thwart our assent and leads us to descend into hell with him.

Satan does not appear to us as a mean-spirited evil being, at least in most cases. Rather he casts his wickedness in 
sowing a false premise among known truths. It really does not take much to lead our human souls against God, even 
though we do not see it that way. Even in the Catholic Church today we have good people born, baptized, and raised 
in the Faith only to turn against fellow Catholics who do not see church teachings the same way. Of course, we have 
discordant leadership within the Catholic Church who sadly aid Satan’s mission to steal souls.

Our Church is in turmoil, membership is only a fraction of what it was in the early 20th century. Satan has been 
winning the battle for souls and the fruit of the Catholic tree is apparent. Catholic leaders deny the devil or hell exist, 
abortion is accepted, Jesus was only a man, that penance is not needed, that you only have to believe you will be 
saved and you will be, the sacraments are not needed in today’s world, etc., etc., etc.

We as laity are faced with so much data, we find it difficult if not impossible to know who to believe, so what do we 
do? First believe in the dogmas of the Faith, believe in the Seven Sacraments, and believe in the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost.

Our Lord has given us some especially important weapons to use against the devil. We have the Mass, by far the 
strongest of the weapons, second are the Sacraments, and third prayer. The first two weapons we might find are only 
sparsely available, but the third, prayer, we have no excuse not to exercise. Prayers can even produce the first two 
weapons in fighting the devil. Do not become discouraged, because that is a tool of the devil as well. He wants us to 
question and become depressed about our Catholic Faith, do not give him that satisfaction.

Real evil is disguised as not evil but as feel good righteous events, thinking, or actions. The devil can only lure souls to 
hell if we let him. “The devil made me do it”, only because we fell from grace and allowed ourselves to do the devil’s 
bidding. We have the power of prayer, each and everyone of us, no excuses. Do not allow the devil to lead us away 
from God, do not fall in his snare, pray, pray, and pray some more! Do not fear him, but understand he is not here to 
help you, but he is acting only to steal your soul from God.

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 351

Total Rosaries since May 2016: 28,966

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving 
in our armed forces.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Oct. 2nd 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of September, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 09/13/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Sept 21
St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist (Feast)
7:15am (T) Judy McNerney 

Tuesday, Sept 22
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

Wednesday, Sept 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest (Mem)
9:00am (P) Pat Nolan

Thursday, Sept 24
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jamey Conlin †

Friday, Sept 25
Weekday 
5:00pm (T) Robert Nichols †

Saturday, Sept 26
Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs; BVM (Opt mem)
9:00am (P) Alice & Ray Dye †
5:00pm (T) Anna Lawrence † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Sept 27
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

