
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 04, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

FOOD PANTRY 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

PLEASE HELP THE KNIGHTS

Football Frenzie tickets are available in the back of the 
church at $10 each. Anyone who purchases two or 
more can get a third ticket free online. Please put 
ticket stub and payment in an envelope and leave in 
the collection basket, or return to Tom Kucer or Fred 
Sikarskie. Sales are down; winners should be up. 
Please return tickets by Oct. 10th.

The second collection this weekend is for the 
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund. Money collected 
provides the support for retirment benefits, medical 
expenses, assisting in the cost of nursing homes stays, 
and group living expenses for the diocesan priests 
who have served the people of our diocese as their 
vocation in life.

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY

Please consider joining us for a Rosary 
of Reparation on Saturday, October 
10th at noon in Parsons at the 
courthouse square. All are welcome 
and encouraged to come.

To the congregation of St. Thomas Aquinas Church,
     

     Thank you for the cereals you donated to the Food 
Pantry. The staff and clients are very grateful. We serve 
between 68 - 73 households each month. This helps 
stretch our funds.
     —Veronica Staron Mgr. BMA Food Pantry

FOOD TRUCK 

A Food Truck will be coming to Tucker County on 
Wednesday, Oct. 7th between 10 - 11am at the old 
Shop n’ Save parking lot in Davis. Anyone in the 
county can come and pick up food, you do not have to 
be low-income to take advantage of this opportunity.

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $1,997.31
Catholic University:  $152.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $909.00
Catholic University:  $90.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
September 27, 2020



WE THANK GOD FOR OUR FAITH
by Lori Mackey 2019 Spring

I am a 45-year-old mother of a perfectly healthy and precious newborn named Julie Ann Faith. We added the 
“Faith” part as my pregnancy progressed because it took a lot of it! 
I have always known that our Lord works in mysterious ways, but I saw this firsthand in my life a few years ago. 
Our story begins when I was newly married, soon after experiencing the deaths of my mom, my sister, and my best 
friend to cancer all within two years. Eleven months later my husband and I found out we were expecting. When I 
went to my primary care doctor to confirm the pregnancy, he kept repeating the same phrase: “This is bad! So bad, 
Lori.” 
I have a heart and spinal condition requiring medications that are dangerous to the baby if taken during 
pregnancy. I was already eight weeks along and Julie had been exposed to my meds for all that time. My doctor 
explained that, for these reasons, and because of my advanced age, I “needed” to abort. He told me that Julie would 
likely be born with Down syndrome as well as a slew of other birth defects and learning disabilities. I explained to 
the doctor that, regardless of his warnings, I wanted to keep my baby. He actually became angry with me.
I left his office in tears after having received a lecture on irresponsibility. He had given me a prescription that he 
said “needed” to be filled that day to “aid” in my pregnancy. I had never heard of it, but it was called RU-486. I 
took it to my pharmacist, who refused to fill it. He explained that, for religious reasons, he did not carry RU-486 in 
his store and that, if reported, he would surely lose his license. He then asked me if I even knew what I was asking 
for. I explained to him that the doctor said it was to aid in my pregnancy. He told me it was the abortion pill and the 
only thing that it would aid in was murder! I felt deceived and heartbroken, but grateful for a pharmacist who was 
willing to live out his faith.
Eventually, I was sent to an obstetrician who was even less sensitive than my general practitioner. He suggested 
abortion as well. When I refused, he insisted on genetic testing to see the baby’s potential and probable risks. He 
explained that, with the knowledge I would get after the testing, I still had the opportunity to abort. When I refused 
genetic testing, explaining to him that no matter the outcome we planned to keep our baby, he insisted I speak with 
a hospital social worker to evaluate my mental health. I did that, and she told me that the recent death of my loved 
ones had clouded my judgment. She then explained that babies with special needs are costly and demanding. 
Because of my disability, she felt that abortion was my best option.
Throughout all of this, my husband and I remained steadfast in our faith. My third trimester arrived, and the 
obstetrician insisted that I sign a consent form allowing for a tubal ligation after the baby’s birth. I refused. He 
explained to me that if I were to become pregnant again, I would more than likely die, leaving this baby without a 
mother. My refusal to have my tubes tied for “religious reasons” called for yet another visit with social services to 
evaluate my mental capability to raise a child. This went on and on. I began to suffer from deep depression because 
of the pressure the medical professionals put on me and because of their gloomy outcome for Julie Ann Faith. 
The months wore on and my pregnancy progressed, with me constantly worried about my baby girl. Finally, the 
amazing day of her birth came! Julie Ann Faith was born at 38 weeks and 2 days. After a lot of testing, an 
echocardiogram, and an MRI to ensure that she did not inherit my disability, she was deemed perfectly healthy. 
Not only that, but she is beautiful (if I do say so myself)!
Jeremiah 1:5 says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you.” Babies 
are gifts given to us by God, and we must treasure His gifts, no matter how they come. I cannot promise that 
everything will turn out perfect for everyone who experiences a high-risk pregnancy, but I can emphatically state 
that all human beings are precious and wonderful gifts from a God who loves us. And who will fight for your 
preborn child if you do not have the courage to do so?  
Jesus never promised a life without pain, but He taught us about the sanctity of all human beings. I invite everyone 
who is reading this to pray daily for all mothers, especially expectant mothers who find themselves in similar 
circumstances. We must stand together, pray, and have faith that everything will work out as God intends. 

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

https://www.clmagazine.org/author/lori-mackey/
https://www.clmagazine.org/tag/2019-spring


We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Oct. 2nd 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of October, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 10/11/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Oct 05
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest (Opt. mem)
7:15am (T) Vince DiBacco †

Tuesday, Oct 06
St. Bruno, Priest; USA
Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin (Opt. mems)
5:00pm (T) Anna Phillips Shaffer †

Wednesday, Oct 07
Our Lady of the Rosary (Mem)
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Oct 08
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Alicia Nolan †

Friday, Oct 09
St. Denis, Bishop and Comp, Martyrs; 
St. John Leonardi, Priest (Opt. mems)
5:00pm (T) Joe Balassone †

Saturday, Oct 10
Weekday
9:00am (P) Anthony & John Debevits †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Oct 11
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Ralph & Betty Stewart †
11:00am (P) Frank & Frances Usnik †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

