
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 10, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



The most 
precious jewels 
you will ever 
have around your 
neck, are the arms 
of your children.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

In 1926 Pope Pius XI instituted Mission Sunday for 
the whole Church with the first worldwide Mission 
Sunday collection taking place in October 1927. The 
Mission Sunday collection is always taken on the next 
to last Sunday during the month of October. That day 
is celebrated in all the local Churches as the feast of 
catholicity and universal solidarity so Christians the 
world over will recognize their common responsibility 
with regard to the evangelization of the world. 

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

“Spread love everywhere you go. 
Let no one ever come to you without 
leaving happier.” 
             -St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Bishop Brennan is in the process of establishing a 
DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL. Every parish/
mission in a Vicariate is being asked to elect TWO 
parishioners to serve on the Vicariate Council. Three 
representatives will then be selected from each Vicariate 
council to serve on the DIOCESAN PASTORAL 
COUNCIL which will meet with the Bishop in Charleston 
three times a year. The purpose of this Council will be to 
give the laity a significant, consultative voice in 
developing pastoral priorities, initiatives and plans to 
further the mission of Christ within the light of existing 
social, economic, demographic and cultural situations. 
**WE NEED AT LEAST 2 PEOPLE TO STEP 
FORWARD TO REPRESENT OUR PARISHES.  Please 
give your name to Fr. Grassi or call the Parish office at 
304-463-4488.  

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,590.11
Diocesan Priest’s Retirement Fund:  $73.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $975.00
Diocesan Priest’s Retirement Fund:  $20.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
October 04, 2020

Today, Sunday October 10th is the last day to purchase 
football frenzy tickets. Please return all tickets today to 
Fred Sikarskie or Fr. Grassi.



MEDITATION ON THE MYSTERIES MAKES US RESEMBLE CHRIST
From The Secret of the Rosary, by St. Louis Marie de Montfort

The chief concern of the Christian should be to tend to perfection. "Be faithful imitators of 
God, as his well-beloved children," the great Apostle [Paul] tells us. This obligation is included in 
the eternal decree of our predestination, as the one and only means prescribed by God to attain 
everlasting glory. 

Saint Gregory of Nyssa makes a delightful comparison when he says that we are all artists, 
and that our souls are blank canvasses which we are to fill in. The colours which we use are the 
Christian virtues, and the original which we have to copy is Jesus Christ, the perfect living Image of 
God the Father. Just as a painter who wants to make a life-like portrait places the model before his 
eyes and looks at it before making each stroke, so the Christian must always have before his eyes the 
life and virtues of Jesus Christ, so as never to say, think or do anything which is not in conformity 
with his model. 

It was because our Lady wanted to help us in the great task of working out our salvation 
that she ordered St. Dominic to teach the faithful to meditate on the sacred mysteries of the life of 
Jesus Christ. She did this, not only that they might adore and glorify him, but primarily that they 
might pattern their lives and actions on his virtues. 

Children copy their parents by watching them and talking to them, and they learn their 
own language by hearing them speak. An apprentice learns his trade by watching his master at 
work. In like manner the faithful [who pray] the Holy Rosary can become like their divine Master if 
they reverently study and imitate the virtues of Jesus which are shown in the [...] mysteries of his 
life. They can do this with the help of his grace and through the intercession of his Blessed Mother. 

Long ago, Moses was inspired by God to command the Jewish people never to forget the 
graces which had been showered upon them. The Son of God has all the more reason to command 
us to engrave the mysteries of his life, passion, and glory upon our hearts and to have them always 
before our eyes, since each mystery reminds us of his goodness to us in some special way, and it is by 
these mysteries that he has shown us his overwhelming love and desire for our salvation. "O all you 
who pass by, pause a while," he says, "and see if there has ever been any sorrow like to the sorrow I 
have endured for love of you. Be mindful of my poverty and humiliations; think of the gall and 
wormwood I took for you in my bitter passion." 

These words and many others which could be given here should be more than enough to 
convince us that we must not only say the Rosary with our lips in honour of Jesus and Mary, but 
also meditate upon the sacred mysteries while we say it.

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov. 1st 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of October, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 10/11/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Oct 12
Weekday
7:15am (T) Marilyn O’Donnell †

Tuesday, Oct 13
Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Judy McNerney 

Wednesday, Oct 14
St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr (Opt. mem)
9:00am (P) Lois Levin †

Thursday, Oct 15
St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor to the Church (Mem)
5:00pm (T) Miranda & Cedric Grace 

Friday, Oct 16
St. Hedwig, Religious; 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin (Opt. mems)
5:00pm (T) God’s Blessing on Pope Francis, the Church & CUF

Saturday, Oct 17
St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr (Mem)
9:00am (P) Fr. Benny Kapa †
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Oct 18
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

