
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 18, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND

In 1926 Pope Pius XI instituted Mission Sunday for 
the whole Church with the first worldwide Mission 
Sunday collection taking place in October 1927. The 
Mission Sunday collection is always taken on the next 
to last Sunday during the month of October. That day 
is celebrated in all the local Churches as the feast of 
catholicity and universal solidarity so Christians the 
world over will recognize their common responsibility 
with regard to the evangelization of the world. 

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

Bishop Brennan is in the process of establishing a 
DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL. Every parish/
mission in a Vicariate is being asked to elect TWO 
parishioners to serve on the Vicariate Council. Three 
representatives will then be selected from each Vicariate 
council to serve on the DIOCESAN PASTORAL 
COUNCIL which will meet with the Bishop in Charleston 
three times a year. The purpose of this Council will be to 
give the laity a significant, consultative voice in 
developing pastoral priorities, initiatives and plans to 
further the mission of Christ within the light of existing 
social, economic, demographic and cultural situations. 
**WE NEED AT LEAST 2 PEOPLE TO STEP 
FORWARD TO REPRESENT OUR PARISHES.  Please 
give your name to Fr. Grassi or call the Parish office at 
304-463-4488.  

“Fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my victorious 
right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,726.58

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,561.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
October 114, 2020

All Knights are reminded of the meeting this Tuesday, 
October 20, after the 5 PM Mass in Thomas.  The 
meeting will be in the SOCIAL HALL of the St. 
Thomas Center to accomodate social distancing.



FROM A SERMON BY SAINT BERNARD, ABBOT
(Sermo de Aquaeductu: Opera Omnia, Edit. Cisterc. 5 [1968], 282-283)

Let us meditate on the mysteries of salvation

The Child to be born of you will be called holy, the Son of God, the fountain of 
wisdom, the Word of the Father on high. Through you, blessed Virgin, this Word will 
become flesh, so that even though, as he says: I am in the Father and the Father is in me, it 
is still true for him to say: “I came forth from God and am here.”

In the beginning was the Word. The spring was gushing forth, yet still within 
himself. Indeed, the Word was with God, truly dwelling in inaccessible light. And the Lord 
said from the beginning: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. Yet your thought 
was locked within you, and whatever you thought, we did not know; for who knew the mind 
of the Lord, or who was his counsellor? (Rom. 11:34).

And so the idea of peace came down to do the work of peace: The Word was made 
flesh and even now dwells among us. It is by faith that he dwells in our hearts, in our 
memory, our intellect and penetrates even into our imagination. What concept could man 
have of God if he did not first fashion an image of him in his heart? By nature 
incomprehensible and inaccessible, he was invisible and unthinkable, but now he wished to 
be understood, to be seen and thought of.

Yet how, you ask, was this done? He lay in a manger and rested on a virgin’s 
breast, preached on a mountain, and spent the night in prayer. He hung on a cross, grew 
pale in death, and roamed free among the dead and ruled over those in hell. He rose again 
on the third day, and showed the Apostles the wounds of the nails, the signs of victory; and 
finally in their presence he ascended to the sanctuary of heaven.

How can we not contemplate this story in truth, piety, and holiness? Whatever of 
all this I consider, it is God I am considering; in all this, he is my God. I have said it is wise 
to meditate on these truths, and I have thought it right to recall the abundant sweetness 
given by the fruits of this priestly root; and Mary, drawing abundantly from heaven, has 
caused this sweetness to overflow for us.

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov. 1st 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of October, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 10/11/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Oct 19
Sts. John de Brebeuf & Isaac Jogues Priests & Comp. (Mem)
7:15am (T) Marshall Long †

Tuesday, Oct 20 
St. Paul of the Cross, Priest (Opt. mem)
5:00pm (T)  Jack Lambruno †

Wednesday, Oct 21
Weekday
9:00am (P) Pat Ricottilli †

Thursday, Oct 22
St. John Paul II (Opt. mem)
5:00pm (T)  Joe Balassone †

Friday, Oct 23
St. John of Capistrano (Opt. mem)
5:00pm (T) Fr. Joseph Kolb †

Saturday, Oct 24
St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop (Opt. mem)
9:00am (P) Stella Shreves †
5:00pm (T) Tony DiBacco (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Oct 25
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) John & Gina Mann and Family 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

