SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS - November 1, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
Please find ballots at the end of the pews to vote for TWO
parishioners to serve on the Vicariate Council. Three
representatives will then be selected from each Vicariate council
to serve on the DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL which will
meet with the Bishop in Charleston three times a year. The
following individuals have been nominated to represent our
parishes:
Matt Hambleton
Bob Lemon
Tom Kucer
Jeanette (Tekavec, Paugh) Ware

PRAYER

ALL SOULS DAY

FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

The Church encourages us to pray on Nov. 2 for all faithful
departed, including our deceased loved ones and benefactors.
Mass will be offered at 7:15am & 5:00pm at St. Thomas, and
12:00pm at Our Lady of Mercy. On this important day, there will
be traditional music to solemnize the Requiem Masses at 12 and
5. We can also benefit the poor souls by praying at a cemetery
and by many other pious devotions [which merit indulgences].
To pray for the poor souls has been called “the greatest act of
charity” because these souls cannot help themselves. [After death
they depend on our prayers.]

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
“I came so that they might have life and have it more
abundantly.” –John 10:10

Second Series: In Eden Restored
A catechetical study of our life within the Church
founded by Jesus Christ.
Wednesdays: Our Lady of Mercy, 7:00pm
Thursdays: St. Thomas Aquinas after 5:00 pm Mass
This two-week series will begin on Nov. 11th & 12th.

NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK
The Vocation Office of the Diocese is, once again this
year, promoting the National Vocation Awareness
Week which begins TODAY, Sunday, November 1.
More than ever we need to pray for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. We currently have 4
seminarians in Major Seminary and 1 seminarian in
College Seminary. WE NEED MANY MORE PRIESTS
IN OUR DIOCESE! The Vocation Office has provided
a Novena which begins TODAY that we will pray each
day at Mass, but if you are not able to come to Mass
during the week I ask that you pray it at home. The
Novena is inserted in the bulletin.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
October 25, 2020
St. Thomas: $3,182.08
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,251.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

They Are Ever Worthy of Our Love, by Jonathan Mann
“Of course I pray for the dead,” writes C.S. Lewis in his book on prayer entitled Letters to Malcolm.
“At our age the majority of those we love best are dead. What sort of intercourse with God could I have if
what I love best were unmentionable to Him?” Even though a Protestant, Lewis continues, “I believe in
Purgatory.” Who among us has not known another soul that he or she has greatly loved? Who does not desire
to be loved? Our very nature as persons requires a communion of love—love not passing but permanent,
unending.
As we pass through life’s seasons, we learn by experience that those to whom we are closest are not
necessarily physically nearby. The closeness of hearts demands physical proximity, but it need not depend on
it. In our Blessed Mother’s final years on this earth, those to whom she had the closest natural ties—her
saintly parents, her blessed husband, and her divine Son—had already entered the next life. And we know
that death did not end these relationships, for, though mothers hold their children’s hands for just a little
while, they hold their hearts forever. We can say something similar of paternal love, spousal, filial, and the
love which unites siblings and friends. Indeed, for those who die in Christ, “life is changed, not
ended” (Preface I of the Dead).
If ever we have desired to help our loved ones in their earthly lives, we should no less desire to help
them once they have died. All the more, in fact, should we assist the deceased by our prayers and sacrifices
because the souls in Purgatory cannot assist themselves. It is piously believed that their prayers can help us
who are still on earth, but their prayers cannot pay the debt of sin for which they are enduring the purifying
pains of Purgatory. To help them sooner be liberated and welcomed into Heaven is something we can do. If
ever we have desired to help a soul grow closer to God on earth, let us not flag in our zeal to help those who
have died. If ever we have felt compassion for another in need, let us have compassion on these souls who
indeed are holy, but who can no longer help themselves pay the debt of sin they owe to God, Who is both
merciful and just. Let us keep alive the flame of love for these souls that were born in our hearts while they
were on earth. May we ever remember how much good we can do for the souls in Purgatory, both those we
knew well on earth and those future friends whom we have yet to meet.
We know that we should attend Mass on Sundays and holy days (at the least). Be it hoped that our
motive is to glorify God and grow closer to Him. Interestingly, All Souls’ Day, Nov. 2, is not a holy day of
obligation. It is not even listed among such days in the Catechism. To attend Mass this day is voluntary. Yet
the importance of praying for the Holy Souls and of offering Mass for them is specially noted by the Church.
In fact, All Souls’ is one of only two days in the year on which every priest is permitted to celebrate Mass
three times. In his book Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, Bishop Peter Elliott also counsels that “the timing
of these Masses should respect the needs and working day of parishioners” so that they have opportunity to
attend. Why? That by our offering of the Mass, these souls who can no longer help themselves may more
fully glorify God by growing closer to Him: by entering the Beatific Vision.
The Mass is Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice of Himself to the Father. It is the Sacrifice that He offered once
on Calvary and continues to offer eternally in Heaven, made substantially present on the altar. This Sacrifice
both offers adoration to the Father and makes infinite atonement for sin. It is this Sacrifice that opens Heaven
to sinners. Each time we the baptized devoutly attend Holy Mass, we share in Christ’s offering of Himself
and offer ourselves with Him. With Him we adore His Father and make immense satisfaction for sin. By our
participation in this Sacrifice, we can help pay the debt of punishment which remains to the poor souls in
Purgatory. With Jesus Christ we assist those souls who, though now gone from earthly life, will never cease to
love us or to be worthy of our love.
There is more still. The Mass is not just a labor we perform for God and the good of souls. It unites
us to Him, and it unites us to them. At every Mass, the entire Church in Heaven, in Purgatory, and on earth is
mystically present. This absolute fact is not one that we should take lightly, for it is in meaningful
relationships that we find the reason for our existence. This is why we are happiest when we are with those
we love the most. In truth, when we participate in the Holy Eucharist, we are with all our loved ones who live
in Jesus Christ. A very real reason to attend Mass, not just on All Souls’ Day, but at every opportunity, is to
visit those whom we love, first God Himself, and then all who belong to Him. In the Mass, our closest ones
are present.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Thirty First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday, Nov 2
All Souls Day
7:15am (T) Poor Souls in Purgatory †
Noon (P) Intentions of the Pope
5:00pm (T) Cherie Lee Arnold Putlovis †

Tuesday, Nov 3
St. Martin de Porres (Opt. mem)
3:00pm Adoration and Benedition to pray for the election.
5:00pm (T) Michael J. Tupta †

Wednesday, Nov 4
Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop (Mem)
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Nov 5
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Judy McNerney

Friday, Nov 6
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Charlotte Thurston †

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of November,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 11/8/20 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Nov. 1st
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Saturday, Nov 7
Weekday
9:00am (P) Karen Renzelli †
5:00pm (T) Taylor Shaffer (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Nov 8
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Albert DiBacco †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry &
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504. For more information on the
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe
Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

