
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - November 8, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

THANKSGIVING DINNER

Second Series
In Eden Restored (Bring your Bible!)
A catechetical study of our life within the Church founded by Jesus 
Christ.

Wednesdays: Our Lady of Mercy, 7:00pm
Thursdays: St. Thomas after 5:00pm Evening Prayer
This two-week series will begin on Nov. 11th and 12th

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

Congratulations and thank you to the winners to the Clarksburg 
Vicariate Council from our parish:  Tom Kucer and Bob Lemon.

ADULT EDUCATION SERIES

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

Fr. Sunny Joseph from the Arlington Diocese will be 
covering the Masses this week as shown in the Mass 
schedule.  Please take note that the Mass schedule is 
different.  Fr. Sunny will be available for confessions at 
the usual times and during the times of adoration as 
indicated.  Please take advantage of this opportunity and 
give Fr. Sunny a warm Tucker County welcome!  

The Knights of Columbus are taking orders for pepperoni rolls 
from Tomaro’s Bakery in Clarksburg.  There will be 6 in a pack 
for $12.00.  They will be available on Sunday morning, 
November 22, after the 9am Mass in Thomas or they can be 
delivered.  Please place your order on the sheets in the back of 
the churches.  Support the Knights and enjoy this on the go, in 
the woods snack!

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,372.06
Archdiocese of the Military:  $235.58

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,170.00
Archdiocese of the Military:  $70.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
November 1, 2020

Preparation is underway for the 2020 Thanksgiving Dinner 
for the people of the Davis and Thomas area. Due to COVID 
restrictions, there will be only take outs and deliveries.  This 
Ecumenical work will be hosted, again, in the St. Thomas 
Center. Volunteers and donations are very much appreciated.  
We are especially in need of people to bake and carve 
turkeys, (turkeys have already been purchased) provide 
pumpkin pies and cool whip donations.  Please bring them to 
the St. Thomas Center by 9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, 
Nov. 26.  Monetary donations help for the other items.  
Volunteers to help prepare and serve the meals should be 
available at 10:00am in the St. Thomas Center. People are 
needed to deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-
Benbush area and Pineview apt. and as dishwashers and 
clean up.  Please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).  

VISITING PRIEST

ATTENTION HUNTERS



How Can We Help Them?  by Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo and Jonathan Mann

Although All Souls’ Day has now passed, throughout the entire month of November, the 
Catholic Church remembers in a special way all departed souls who yet await their final reward. Holy 
Mother Church asks us to commend to God’s mercy the souls in Purgatory, who must be purified before 
they can enter their final loving union with Him. Last week we reflected on the spiritual bond which 
continues to unite us with these souls even after earthly death. Now let us consider specifically how we 
can help them.

First, let us note what Scripture tells us about assisting the faithful departed. In the Second 
Book of Maccabees, we find the clearest example of such intercession.  When some of the faithful Jews 
found that their brethren who had fallen in battle were wearing the charms of idols around their necks, 
they turned in supplication and “prayed that the sinful deed might be blotted out . . . In doing this 
[they] acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as [they] had the resurrection of the dead in 
view . . . Thus [they] made atonement for the dead that they might be freed from this sin" (2 Macc. 
12:42–45). Moreover, St. John Chrysostom, a father of the Church, asks, “If Job’s sons were purified by 
their father’s sacrifice (cf. Job 1:5), why would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some 
consolation? Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for 
them” (Homilies on First Corinthians 41:5 [A.D. 392]). 

What specifically does the Church encourage us to do for the poor souls? Second Maccabees 
tells us that the faithful Jews offered sacrifices for the dead. Chrysostom exhorts us to pray for them. We 
should do both these things. Sacrifice is the highest form of worship. The Sacrifice of the New 
Covenant is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in which, not an animal, but Christ Himself is the spotless 
and most excellent Victim. Not even in Heaven will we fully comprehend the infinite value of Christ’s 
Sacrifice, or the gift He gives us by empowering us to offer His Sacrifice with Him. Whenever the Mass 
is offered, God lavishes His mercy upon the poor souls in Purgatory in virtue of His Son’s Sacrifice. 

With regard to devotional prayers, these too have value in God’s eyes if they are sincere and 
humble. Yet there are certain prayers to which a particular power to benefit the poor souls is attached. 
These are prayers by which we can gain indulgences. What is an indulgence? “An indulgence is a 
remission before God of the temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been 
forgiven…” (Pope St. Pius VI, cited in CCC 1471). Indulgences are obtained through the Church, who 
has power from Christ to bind and loose. We read in the Catechism, “Since the faithful departed now 
being purified are also members of the same communion of saints, one way we can help them is to 
obtain indulgences for them, so that the temporal punishments due for their sins may be 
remitted” (CCC 1479). Prayers to which indulgences are attached include the Rosary (five decades) 
when prayed before the Blessed Sacrament, and the Stations of the Cross when made while moving 
from station to station and meditating on Our Savior’s Passion. One can also obtain an indulgence for 
the poor souls by devoutly visiting a cemetery and praying, even if only mentally, for the deceased. 
Even a brief visit suffices. A short indulgenced prayer which it is easy to recite every day is the 
following: 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

We can also assist the faithful departed by offering for them our penances and acts of charity. 
As the year draws to its close and nature itself seem to undergo a death, let us prepare our souls for the 
death each of us must face. Let us remember, too, that death is not annihilation, but the doorway to 
eternal life, where God “will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes, and death shall be no more” (Rev. 
21:4). Let us generously assist the departed who have yet to reach our homeland, confident that they will 
help us arrive there, too.

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov. 1st 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of November, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 11/8/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Nov 9
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (Feast)
7:15am (T) Gary DePollo †
5:00pm (P) Adoration followed by Benediction
6:00pm (P) Miranda and Cedric Grace

Tuesday, Nov 10 
Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor (Mem)
5:00pm (T) Ernest Quattro †

Wednesday, Nov 11
Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop (Mem)
9:00am (P)  Kate Curran †

Thursday, Nov 12
Saint Josaphat, Bishop (Mem)
9:00am (P)  Pat Ricottilli †
5:00pm (T)  Evening Prayer
Friday, Nov 13
Weekday
5:00pm (T) No Liturgy

Saturday, Nov 14
Weekday 
9:00am (P) Morning Prayer
5:00pm (T) Virginia Ferruso Wilson † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Nov 15
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Lucy Quattro †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

