
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 6, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

31st ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

COME PRAY WITH US!  
Join in Prayer across America to seek the Lord’s mercy 
and restore life, liberty, the faith and the family! St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church – December 8/9, 2020 – 9pm 
Tuesday to 1:00am Wednesday.  National Hour of 
Unity is 12:00am to 1:00am.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

There will be a second collection next weekend, Dec. 12/13, 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Across the United 
States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial 
resources sufficient to meet the retirement and health-care 
needs of aging members.
Many elder religious worked for years for small stipends, 
leaving a large gap in retirement savings. At the same time, 
fewer religious are able to serve in compensated ministry. 
Like many Americans, religious communities face the 
monumental challenge of funding eldercare.
Your tax-deductible donation offers vital support for elderly 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. 

If you would like to make a donation towards Christmas 
flowers in memory of loved ones, envelopes are available at 
the back of the church. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS

BEST ADVENT EVER
“Best Advent Ever”, is a free email program that will help you 
focus on what matters most during this busy season.  Go to 
Sign-up at DynamicCatholic.com/SignUp today! 

“As the journey of Advent continues, as we prepare to 
celebrate the nativity of Christ, John the Baptist's call to 
conversion sounds out in our communities. It is a 
pressing invitation to open our hearts and to welcome 
the Son of God Who comes among us to make divine 
judgement manifest. The Father, writes St. John the 
Evangelist, does not judge anyone, but has entrusted the 
power of judgement to the Son, because He is the Son of 
man.

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $3,181.08
Thanksgiving:  $260.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $730.00
Thanksgiving:  $70.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
November 29, 2020



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

Silence
by Jonathan Mann

It is whatever someone loves that claims his or her voluntary attention.  Richard of St. Victor, a 
spiritual master of the Middle Ages, has left us the following expression: Ubi amor, ibi oculus—“Wherever 
is the love, there rests the lover’s eye.”  Where do I direct my gaze?  If I want to know the truth about my 
heart, I should examine my priorities. I should consider how I spend my time. 

The day Jesus rode into Jerusalem amid palm branches and shouts of “Hosanna!” a large crowd 
acknowledged Him to be the Messiah, the King of Israel. We read in St. Matthew’s Gospel, “All the city was 
stirred” (Mt 21:10). By contrast, when the same Christ was born in Bethlehem, hardly anyone stirred. Some 
shepherds came from the local area, and a few astronomers came from the East. Matthew does record that 
the chief priests and the scribes were able to tell Herod where the Messiah was to be born, but Scripture 
gives no indication that any of them went to see Him. The reason was not that Christ had come only for the 
few, or even that only a few had heard the prophecies in the Scriptures, but that only a few noticed when He 
came. If only the people in Bethlehem had really known Who was lying in the manger, and what treasures 
He had come to bring them, the inn would have been empty and the stable would have been full. Ubi amor, 
ibi oculus. 

During Advent the Church calls us to take stock of our spiritual lives. I know that at Christmas I am 
to welcome Christ into the cradle of my heart. How ready is my heart to receive Him? Do I pray with 
intentionality and focus every day? Am I devoted to Christ in the Eucharist? Do I go to confession as 
regularly as I clean my house, buy groceries, or mow the lawn? If not, then why? We are all sinners. Even if 
I live habitually in the state of grace, why would I not frequently seek purification and freedom from my 
venial sins, which weaken the life of grace in my soul? Would Mary lay her Baby in the manger without first 
cleaning it out and laying down fresh straw? Do I spend time getting to know God, or am I content to know 
about Him? It may be true that I am busy, and Jesus can empathize, because when He walked this earth He 
experienced its pressures. But am I sincerely making my best effort for Him? The people at the inn were 
very busy—too busy.

It is right for us to be festive as Christmas approaches, for Christ wants us to rejoice at His coming. 
It is also necessary for us to spend time in quiet recollection, for when our best Friend comes down from 
Heaven, He is coming to be with us. We must be ready to welcome Him. Consider that the same Christ Who 
lay in the manger dwells in the tabernacle one hundred sixty-eight hours a week, most of which time, the 
church is as empty as the stable was. Do I linger in His presence after Holy Communion? How often do I go 
out of my way to visit Him, even for a few minutes? He has come much farther to visit me. If illness or 
transportation challenges confine me to my home, do I at least call to mind the fact that He has come to 
dwell among us in the Eucharist until the end of time, and turn the gaze of my heart toward Him? Ubi amor, 
ibi oculus. At Christmas, family and friends gather to enjoy one another’s company. Those who spend time 
gazing on the face of Christ are empowered by His love to recognize Him in their neighbors. They see Him 
in their loved ones; they see Him in strangers; and they channel His light toward them. Those whose bodily 
eyes cannot see their family and friends, either because they have been called home or because they live at 
distant locations, have the assurance that all who are united in the Eucharist are united by Christ to one 
another. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Jan. 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of December, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 12/13/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Dec 07
St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor (Mem)
7:15am (T) Judy McNerny 
7:00pm (P) Ben and Lela Long † (Immaculate Conception Vigil)

Tuesday, Dec 08 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Solemnity)
7:00am (T) Joseph and Mary Deegan † 
7:00pm (T)  Frank and Anotonia Okolish †

Wednesday, Dec 09
St. Juan Diego (opt mem)
9:00am (P) Lela and Ben Long †

Thursday, Dec 10
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Nancy McCray †

Friday, Dec 11
St. Damasus I, Pope (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Saturday, Dec 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe (Feast)  
9:00am (P) Margaret LaMora †
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch and Imelda Stevenson  † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Dec 13
Third Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Anthony and Jean Sylvester †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday of Advent

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

