THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 13, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Confessions are ALWAYS available 30 minutes before all
Masses and at 5:30pm on Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mercy
and before Midnight Mass and the 9am Mass at St. Thomas (or
by appointment)
THE CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Christmas Eve, 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy
MIDNIGHT MASS, at St. Thomas
Christmas Morning, 9:00 AM at St. Thomas

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

CHRISTMAS BOXES

Once again the Blackwater Ministerial Association will
be distributing their Christmas boxes and they are in
need of your help. People are needed to pick up food
from Shop N Save, pack boxes and make deliveries
starting on Monday, Dec. 21st - Wednesday Dec. 23rd.
Please call Andy Dalton for more details: 304-866-7037.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
If you would like to make a donation towards Christmas
flowers in memory of loved ones, envelopes are available at
the back of the church.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
There will be a second collection THIS weekend, Dec. 12/13,
for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Across the United
States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial
resources sufficient to meet the retirement and health-care
needs of aging members.
Many elder religious worked for years for small stipends,
leaving a large gap in retirement savings. At the same time,
fewer religious are able to serve in compensated ministry.
Like many Americans, religious communities face the
monumental challenge of funding eldercare.
Your tax-deductible donation offers vital support for elderly
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The regular Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, December
15 after Mass at approximately 5:45 PM in the Social Hall in
the St. Thomas Center.

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
December 6, 2020
St. Thomas: $3,003.00
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,381.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

Preparing Our Hearts
by Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo
As we make our journey through the Advent season, a time of spiritual preparation for the
coming of Christ, we learn to set our gaze in two directions. First, we look inwardly and examine
our own souls. In this first gaze we learn of the state of our lives, in need of Christ, and we make
efforts to place our spiritual lives in order. Our second gaze results from the first. Having made
an account of our souls and recognized our deficiencies, we turn our eyes to Christ, Who alone can
set our lives aright.
In addition to being a preparation for Christmas, Advent is a preparation for Christ’s
coming at the end of the world. We are to prepare our souls both to celebrate His first coming and
to face our judgment at His second coming. Today, Gaudete Sunday, (gaudete is a Latin word for
“rejoice”), we have made it halfway through the penitential season of Advent, and the Church
takes a moment to rejoice in the midst of her penance. We joyfully remember that Christ’s first
coming is already an historical reality, and that the fruit of this season’s prayer and penance is the
deepening of our spiritual union with Him. This union, this presence of God in our souls, is
worthy of reflection and is indeed reason to rejoice.
We come this week to sit at the feet of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux and listen attentively as
this spiritual master exhorts us regarding the coming of the Lord:
We know that there are three comings of the Lord. The third lies between the other two. It is
invisible, while the other two are visible. In the first coming he was seen on earth, dwelling among men; he
himself testifies that they saw him and hated him. In the final coming all flesh will see the salvation of our
God, and they will look on him whom they pierced. The intermediate coming is a hidden one; in it only the
elect see the Lord within their own selves, and they are saved. In his first coming our Lord came in our flesh
and in our weakness; in this middle coming he comes in spirit and in power; in the final coming he will be
seen in glory and majesty.
In case someone should think that what we say about this middle coming is sheer invention, listen
to what our Lord himself ways: “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and
we will come to him” (John 14:23). There is another passage of Scripture which reads: “He who fears God
will do good,” but something further has been said about the one who loves, that is, that he will keep God’s
word. Where is God’s word to be kept? Obviously in the heart, as the prophet says: “I have hidden your
words in my heart, so that I may not sin against you.”
Keep God’s word in this way. Let it enter into your very being, let it take possession of your desires
and your whole way of life. Feed on goodness, and your soul will delight in its richness….
Because this coming lies between the other two, it is like a road on which we travel from the first
coming to the last. In the first, Christ was our redemption; in the last, he will appear as our life; in this
middle coming, he is our rest and consolation.
If you keep the word of God in this way, it will also keep you. The Son with the Father will come to
you. The great Prophet [the Christ], who will build the new Jerusalem, will come, the one who makes all
things new. This coming will fulfill what is written: As we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, we
shall also bear the likeness of the heavenly man. Just as Adam’s sin spread through all mankind and took
hold of all, so Christ, who created and redeemed all, will glorify all, once he takes possession of all.
Let us keep God’s word in our hearts and give Him full possession of our lives. Next week
we will read about Mary, His Mother, who heard the word of God and kept it (cf. Lk 11:28).

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Third Sunday of Advent
Monday, Dec 14
St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor (Mem)
7:15am (T) God’s Blessing on Pope Francis, the Church and CUF

Tuesday, Dec 15
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Judy McNerny

Wednesday, Dec 16
Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Michael Priestess †

Thursday, Dec 17
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Bonnie Moyer †

Friday, Dec 18
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco †

Saturday, Dec 19
Advent Weekday
9:00am (P) Mary Suder †
5:00pm (T) Carla Ujcic Hertzog † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Dec 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00am (T) Frank and Antonia Okolish †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of December,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 12/13/20 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Jan.
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry &
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504. For more information on the
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe
Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

