
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - December 20, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

CHRISTMAS BOXES

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

Once again the Blackwater Ministerial Association will 
be distributing their Christmas boxes and they are in 
need of your help.  People are needed to pick up food 
from Shop N Save, pack boxes and make deliveries 
starting on Monday, Dec. 21st  - Wednesday Dec. 23rd.  
Please call Andy Dalton for more details:  304-866-7037.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Support Catholic Charities WV today! Jesus is 
“Emmanuel - God With Us!” At Catholic Charities, we 
know that Jesus is present in our outreach centers, 
food pantries, and education centers.  Will you help us 
serve “Jesus in disguise”? Donate at 
www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org, or during the second 
collection at any Christmas Mass.  We’re waiting in 
joyful hope: 5 Days Until Christmas!

If you would like to make a donation towards Christmas 
flowers in memory of loved ones, envelopes are available at 
the back of the church. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS

CHRISTMAS CHORAL PROGRAM

Due to the virus, our choral program will be limited, but we 
will begin our music program at 5:30 PM before the 
Christmas Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Mercy and at 11:30 PM 
before Midnight Mass at St. Thomas.  Please come early to 
listen and prepare for His birth on the altar.

Confessions are ALWAYS available 30 minutes before all 
Masses and at 5:30pm on Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mercy 
and before Midnight Mass and the 9am Mass at St. Thomas (or 
by appointment)

THE CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Christmas Eve, 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy

MIDNIGHT MASS, at St. Thomas
Christmas Morning, 9:00 AM at St. Thomas

PRO-LIFE CORNER
Mary was unmarried, young and poor.

She chose LIFE!!!

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,649.00
Imm Conc.: $190.00; Ret. Rel.: $967.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $785.00
Imm Conc.: $140.00; Ret. Rel.: $358.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
December 13, 2020



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

“Hail, Full of Grace”
by Jonathan Mann

In a few days the Church will celebrate the Nativity of the Lord, one of the greatest mysteries of our 
faith. To prepare us for this great solemnity, the Church calls our attention today to the Annunciation, the 
scene in which the angel Gabriel announces to Mary that God has chosen her to be His Mother. At this 
encounter, Mary welcomes Christ into her life and into the world. She accepts His call to a deep union with 
Him, and the gift of self which she offers in return has no reservations. We must never lose sight of the fact 
that the purpose of religion is much like the purpose of a marriage or a friendship. It is not a means, but an 
end. It is the union of two who know each other and who love each other. Both the Mass and the eternal 
reward of Heaven are characterized as the wedding feast of Christ the Lamb with His bride the Church—with 
us. If we do not realize that God loves us and that He, the Source of all desire, plans to fulfill our deepest 
desires, then we really don’t know Him very well. In Mary we see the perfect model of the soul living in 
communion with God. In Mary we see someone whose earthly life was happy in the highest sense of the 
word, someone who lived life to the full. Her call from God included a call to suffering, but it did not 
suffocate her unique, wonderful, beautiful personality. By accepting God’s call, Mary entered into a deeper 
union with God. This supernatural union so enlarged her heart that she overflowed with expressions of joy: 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord!” We must look to Mary as our example for welcoming Christ 
into our lives and into the present world.  

Mary lived a quiet, hidden life. It was full of the problems people endure in our own times. She and 
Joseph faced economic hardships, civil laws which might better be called uncivil, misunderstanding, hostility, 
exile from their home. Why was she so joyful, so serene? Her Heart was God’s dwelling place, and she knew 
that she was loved. The Collect of the Immaculate Heart of Mary tells us that God had “prepared a fit 
dwelling place for the Holy Spirit” in her Heart. She had God’s life in her soul to the fullest measure. She was 
in love with the God Who had chosen to become her Son. Though sometimes, perhaps often, we hold back 
from God, think we have better ideas than He does, fear that surrender to Him means a loss to ourselves (a 
sign that we don’t yet know Him as well as we should), Mary sought Him eagerly and responded with 
perfect generosity to every prompting He placed in her soul. She was never reluctant to turn the gaze of her 
Heart upon Him. She was not afraid of what He wanted to tell her. When Mary welcomed Christ into her 
chaste womb, she already knew Him very well. When she laid Him in the manger nine months later and, in a 
literal way, looked upon the face of God, she recognized Him. Unlike the first Eve, who had cast off the robe 
of grace and hidden from God in the bushes, Mary, the new Eve, walked with Him every day of her life. She 
was most eminently “full of grace.”

We, Mary’s children, ought to honor our Blessed Mother for the great holiness God has given her, 
and thank her for her role in our Redemption. We should also ask her to pray for us, that we, too, might grow 
in grace. Though Christ died for everyone without exception, He has revealed to St. Faustina, “...There are 
souls living in the world who love Me dearly. I dwell in their hearts with delight. But they are few” (Diary of 
St. Faustina, 367). Mary is the foremost among these few. Those who draw near to her receive in abundance 
the grace that will perfect their knowledge and love of God. Let us note what St. Louis-Marie De Montfort 
tells us about the “Hail Mary,” the prayer whose opening words were first spoken by the archangel Gabriel: 

Few Christians, however enlightened, understand the value, merit, excellence and necessity of the 
Hail Mary. Our Blessed Lady herself had to appear on several occasions to men of great holiness and 
insight…to convince them of the richness of this prayer. They composed whole books on the wonders it had 
worked and its efficacy in converting sinners. They earnestly proclaimed and publicly preached that, just as 
the salvation of the world began with the Hail Mary, so the salvation of each individual is bound up with it. 
This prayer, they said, brought to a dry and barren world the Fruit of Life, and if said well, will cause the 
Word of God to take root in the soul and bring forth Jesus, the Fruit of Life….

When the Hail Mary is said well, that is, with attention, devotion and humility, it is, according to the 
saints, the enemy of Satan, putting him to flight; it is the hammer that crushes him….  It is the Canticle of the 
New Testament, a delight for Mary and glory for the most Blessed Trinity.... It is a pure kiss of love we give to 
Mary. It is a crimson rose, a precious pearl, that we offer her.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Jan. 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of December, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 12/13/20 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Dec 21
St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor (mem)
7:15am (T)  Michael Durkin †

Tuesday, Dec 22 
Advent Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Agnes (Okolish) Videmsek †

Wednesday, Dec 23
St. John of Kanty, Priest (mem)
9:00am (P) Warren and Mayme Holbrook †

Thursday, Dec 24
Christmas Eve
6:00pm (P) People of the Parish

Friday, Dec 25
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Solemnity)
Midnight (T) Mary Christine DiBacco †
9:00am (T) Karen Renzelli †

Saturday, Dec 26
St. Stephen the First Martyr (Feast)  
9:00am (P)  Patty Ramirez †
5:00pm (T) Patrick & Kathryn Kotten (59 Anniv.) Sunday Vigil

Sunday, Dec 27
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9:00am (T) Moore & Fortini Families †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fourth Sunday of Advent

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

