THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH - December 27, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
MERRY CHRISTMAS
Once again it is with heartfelt gratitude that I acknowledge all the
efforts put into making our Christmas Masses Holy and
splendorous for the occasion of the Birth of Christ. Thank you to all
those who helped in numerous ways to make everything come
together smoothly and efficiently. The adult choirs at both St.
Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy were phenomenal!
(Thanks to Jonathan Mann for all his efforts, even with a brokrn
hand!) Thanks to all who helped make our churches look so
beautiful. My sincere appreciation to all of you for your loving
service to Almighty God through our parish and mission.
Fr. Grassi

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
We would like to thank everyone who gave donations towards our
Christmas flowers this year.
The flowers adorning the altar at St. Thomas Aquinas this
Christmas season are in memory of: Guido DiBacco, Andrew &
Genevieve Halapy, Agnes Armstrong, John Armstrong, Edward W.
Armstrong, Kate Allison, Bud & Lou Watring, the Kotten family, the
Studer family, Mike, Mary & Robert Rujak, the Fields Family, Nina
Johnson, the Flanagan family, Frank Finch, and the Avona & Pratt
families.
The flowers adorning the altar at Our Lady of Mercy this
Christmas season are in memory of : Naden Goughnour and the
parents of Joel and Cindy Goughnour.

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE
The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer
and public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court to legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe
that all life is sacred. Participating in the March for life is an
opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for
themselves and to help our government understand why we
believe life is so sacred. Please come join us and take a stand
for LIFE! We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop in
Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C. Please
call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life saving
event, Friday, January 24th, 2020.

FIRST FRIDAY NEWS
Since First Friday falls on January 1st, we will have
adoration immediately after the 10:00am Mass followed
by Bendiction at Noon. Adoring our Blessed Lord on the
fisrt day of the year is a GREAT way to begin 2021!

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
December 20, 2020
St. Thomas: $4,068.58
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,530.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

“Behold the faithful and prudent steward, whom the Lord set over His household.”
by Jonathan Mann
The Sunday within the Octave of Christmas (between Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) is the Feast of the
Holy Family. Pope Francis has recently declared the Year of St. Joseph, which will run through the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception in Dec., 2021. Therefore, while last week we pondered Jesus’
Holy Mother, Mary, we now turn our attention to St. Joseph, the head of the Holy Family. Just as every
family should look to the Holy Family as its model, so every husband and father should look to Joseph
as the greatest exemplar of his role.
We know few details of St. Joseph’s earthly life, and the Bible records none of his words. Yet his
obscurity befits his role, because his job was to place himself at the service of those who were greater
than he, Jesus and Mary. Although detailed information on Joseph’s life is sparse, we know a great deal
about the man from the nature of his office as husband and father. Joseph is often called “the just man.”
The virtue of justice by definition is the disposition to render unto each person what one owes to that
person. We conclude, hence, that whatever a husband and father ought to do for his wife and children,
Joseph did for Jesus and Mary. Surely this humble man marveled at the astonishing truth that the
Heavenly Father had appointed him, by personal holiness least in the Holy Family, head of this Family
by office. Joseph spent himself faithfully for the two precious charges God had placed in his care. He
fulfilled his duty of leading and protecting them, and he worked diligently to meet their daily needs.
The wife and Child whom the Father had entrusted to St. Joseph were the Heavenly Father’s greatest
treasures. This simple, noble man held the trust with reverence and holy fear. It is indeed appropriate
that the Church in her liturgy calls Joseph the “faithful and prudent steward, whom the Lord set over
His household” (Entrance antiphon for Masses of St. Joseph).
One practice from Joseph’s life of which we do know is that, as head of his family, he would
lead his wife and their Child in prayer. He would pray for them even (or especially) when they were not
physically present with him. We know that Joseph was personally devoted to prayer, for otherwise he
never could have succeeded in the mission God had given him. In prayer, then, as in earthly tasks,
Joseph sets the example.
When God joins a couple in sacramental marriage, He entrusts the woman, and any children
He may send them, to the care of the husband and father. More important than the family’s material
needs are the needs of their souls. Truly, like Joseph, the Christian husband-father has the care of God’s
treasures—immortal souls called to spend eternity as members of God’s household. The role of paternal
leadership, therefore, is primarily the role of leading the family to Heaven. Like Joseph, then, a good
husband and father is a man who devoutly and earnestly prays for his wife and children.
Sometimes we (i.e., we men) express a feeling of inadequacy for this task by saying that the
women in our lives are closer to God than we are—more devout, more conscious of God’s presence,
more familiar with Him in prayer. And I would grant that this may often be true. But it’s beside the
point. St. Joseph knew for a fact that both his wife and their Child were holier than he was. Even so,
God had chosen him to exercise headship in the Holy Family, and thus God gave Joseph’s prayers for
his family the power corresponding to Joseph’s place. Whenever God confers on anyone a role of
responsibility for another’s soul, He also offers the grace to fulfill that responsibility. God calls
husbands and fathers to obtain graces for the souls, the treasures, He has entrusted to them—graces
which will contribute to the glory of these dear ones when they are in Heaven. The prayers of a
husband for his wife and of a father for his children are, therefore, prayers to which God attaches a
special efficacy. Prayer is serious business, and it’s for real men. We must rely, not on our own strength,
but on God’s. It is especially by leading his wife and children to Heaven that a husband and father
comes to receive his own welcome there.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Monday, Dec 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs (Feast)
7:15am (T) Marilyn O’Donnell †

Tuesday, Dec 29
Saint Thomas Becket (mem)
5:00pm (T) Judy McNerney

Wednesday, Dec 30
Sixth Day in Octave of Christmas
9:00am (P) Richard Zimmer †

Thursday, Dec 31
Saint Sylvester (mem)
5:00pm (P) People of the Parish
7:00pm (T) Roberto Clemente †

First Friday, Jan 1
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
10:00am (T) Marty Kelley †
11:00am (T) Adoration followed by Benediction at Noon

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of December,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 1/10/21 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Jan.
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Saturday, Jan 2
St. Basil & St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors
9:00am (P) Michael Shannon Mahone †
5:00pm (T) Jenny Yeager Sunday Vigil

Sunday, Jan 3
Epiphany of the Lord (Sol)
9:00am (T) Alice Fortini †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry &
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504. For more information on the
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe
Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

