
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - January 3, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



My New Year’s 
resolution: 

Save as many 
mothers and babies 
from abortion 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

Very Applicable to today: written by CS Lewis in 1948

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and 
public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe 
that all life is sacred. Participating in the March for life is an 
opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for 
themselves and to help our government understand why we 
believe life is so sacred. Please come join us and take a stand 
for LIFE! We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop 
in Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C. 
Please call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life 
saving event, Friday, January 22nd, 2020.

 “In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. 
‘How are we to live in an atomic age?’ I am tempted to reply: 
‘Why, as you would have lived in the sixteenth century when 
the plague visited London almost every year, or as you would 
have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia 
might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are 
already living in an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of 
paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of railway accidents, an age 
of motor accidents.’

In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty 
of our situation. Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all 
whom you love were already sentenced to death before the 
atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of us 
were going to die in unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one very 
great advantage over our ancestors—anesthetics; but we have 
that still. It is perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and 
drawing long faces because the scientists have added one more 
chance of painful and premature death to a world which already 
bristled with such chances and in which death itself was not a 
chance at all, but a certainty.

This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken 
is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going to be destroyed 
by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing 
sensible and human things—praying, working, teaching, 
reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing tennis, 
chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—not 
huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about 
bombs. They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but 
they need not dominate our minds.”

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,177.16
Christmas:  $1,286.11; Cath. Char.:  $374.00
         Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,530.00

Christmas:  $750.00; Cath. Char.:  $415.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
December 27, 2020



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

Epiphany 
by Servant of God, Dom Prosper Gueranger (1805-1875)

Note:  Jan. 6, the date often mentioned in this passage, is the traditional date of the Epiphany. In the 
United States it is now celebrated on the second Sunday following Dec. 25.

The Feast of the Epiphany is the continuation of the mystery of Christmas; but it appears on the 
calendar of the Church with its own special character. Its very name, which signifies manifestation, 
implies that it celebrates the great appearance of God to his creatures.

For several centuries, the Nativity of Our Lord was kept on [Jan. 6th]. And when, in the year 

AD 376, the decree of the Holy See obliged all Churches to keep the Nativity on the 25th of December, 
as Rome did--the sixth of January was not robbed of all its ancient glory. It was still to be called the 
Epiphany, and the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ was also commemorated on this same Feast, which 
Tradition had marked as the day on which that Baptism took place….

The Epiphany is indeed a great feast, and the joy caused us by the Birth of our Jesus must be 
renewed on it, for, as though it were a second Christmas Day, it shows us our Incarnate God in a new 
light. It leaves us all the sweetness of the dear Babe of Bethlehem, who hath appeared to us already in 
love; but to this it adds its own grand manifestation of the divinity of our Jesus. At Christmas, it was a 
few shepherds that were invited by the angels to go and recognize THE WORD MADE FLESH; but 
now, at the Epiphany, the voice of God himself calls the whole world to adore this Jesus, and hear him.

The mystery of the Epiphany brings upon us three magnificent rays of the Sun of Justice, our 
Savior. In the calendar of pagan Rome, the sixth day of January was devoted to the celebration of the 
triple triumph of Augustus, the founder of the Roman Empire. Yet when Jesus, our Prince of Peace, 
whose empire knows no limits, had secured victory to his Church by the blood of the Martyrs--then did 
this his Church decree that a triple triumph of the Immortal King should be substituted, in the Christian 
Calendar, for those other three triumphs which had been won by the adopted son of Caesar.

The [Church], therefore, restored the celebration of Our Lord’s Birth to the twenty-fifth of 
December. But in return, there were united in the one same Epiphany three manifestations of Jesus’ 
glory: the mystery of the Magi coming from the East, under the guidance of a star, and adoring the 
Infant of Bethlehem as the Divine King; the mystery of the Baptism of Christ, who, whilst standing in 
the waters of the Jordan, was proclaimed by the Eternal Father as Son of God; and thirdly, the mystery 
of the divine power of this same Jesus, when he changed the water into wine at the marriage-feast of 
Cana. […]

The Magi, the first-fruits of the gentile world, have been admitted into the court of the great 
King whom they have been seeking, and we have followed them. The Child has smiled upon us, as he 
did upon them. All the fatigues of the long journey--which man must take to reach his God--are over 
and forgotten; our Emmanuel is with us, and we are with him. Bethlehem has received us, and we will 
not leave her again, for in Bethlehem we have the Child and Mary his Mother. Where else could we find 
riches like these that Bethlehem gives us?  Oh! let us beseech this incomparable Mother to give us this 
Child of hers, (for he is our light, and our love, and our Bread of life,) now that we are about to 
approach the Altar, led by the Star of our faith. Let us at once open our treasures; let us prepare our 
gold, our frankincense, and our myrrh, for the sweet Babe, our King. He will be pleased with our gifts, 
and we know he never allows himself to be outdone in generosity. When we have to return to our 
duties, we will, like the Magi, leave our hearts with our Jesus. It shall be by another way, by a new 
manner of life, that we will finish our sojourn in this country of our exile, looking forward to that happy 
day when life and light eternal will come and absorb into themselves the shadows of vanity and time, 
which now hang over us.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Jan. 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of December, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 1/10/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Jan 04
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious (Mem)
7:15am (T)  Hickey Family

Tuesday, Jan 05 
St. John Neumann, Bishop (Mem)
5:00pm (T)  Wright Family

Wednesday, Jan 06
St. Andre Bessette, Religious (mem)
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Jan 07
St. Raymond of Penafort (mem)
5:00pm (T) Michael Thomas Marano †

Friday, Jan 08
Christmas Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Ferguson Family

Saturday, Jan 09
Christmas Weekday
9:00am (P)  Donald Durig †
5:00pm (T) Brooklyn Shaffer

Sunday, Jan 10
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Jordan and Lauren Mann and Family
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Epiphany Of The Lord

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

