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2nd Sunday of  Advent (B) 2020   

 I’d like to take advantage of the fact that Dec. 6 falls on a Sunday and it is 
the feast of St. Nicholas.  Because it falls on a Sunday, we can’t celebrate the feast, 
but I still think there is something valuable to inlude him on this 2nd Sunday of 
Advent.  St. Nicholas was born during the third century in the village of Patara in 
Asia Minor. At the time, the area was Greek and is now on the southern coast of 
Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an 
epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus’ words to “sell what you 
own and give the money to the poor,” Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist 
the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was 
made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known 
throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his love for children, and 
his concern for sailors and ships.  Nicholas in German is “Klaus,” so he is known 
as Santa Klaus (St. Nicholas) for that reason.  So many stories about him revolve 
around this jolly fellow helping children or prostitutes, giving out goodies or 
helping the sick and suffering, but I would like to focus on a story of how 
convicted and serious he was about his Faith.  It has to do with the Council of 
Nicea which took place in 325.   

 More than 300 bishops came from all over the world to debate the nature of 
the Holy Trinity.  One bishop, Arius, from Egypt,  was teaching that Jesus, the 
Son, was not equal to God the Father.  As he went on arguing his point, St. 
Nicholas became more nad more agitated.  Finally, he could no longer bear Arius’ 
arguments and outraged, Nicholas got up, crossed the room, and slapped Arius 
across the face! The bishops were shocked. It was unbelievable that 
a bishop would lose control and be so hotheaded in such a solemn assembly.  In 
punishment, the bishops stripped Nicholas of his bishop’s garments, chained him, 
and threw him into jail.  Nicholas was ashamed and prayed for forgiveness, though 
he didn’t waver in his belief. During the night, Jesus and Mary his Mother, 
appeared, asking, “Why are you in jail?” “Because of my love for you,” Nicholas 
replied. Jesus then gave the Book of the Gospels to Nicholas. Mary gave him a 
bishop’s stole and Nicholas would again be dressed as a bishop. Now at peace, 
Nicholas studied the Scriptures for the rest of the night.  When the jailer came in 
the morning, he found the chains loose on the floor and Nicholas dressed in 
bishop’s robes, quietly reading the Scriptures. When Emperor Constantine was told 
of this, he asked that Nicholas be freed. Nicholas was then fully reinstated as the 
Bishop of Myra.  The Council of Nicea agreed with Nicholas’ views, deciding the 



question against Arius. The work of the Council produced the Nicene Creed which 
we recite every Sunday.   

 So, what does all this have to do with this 2nd Sunday of Advent?  Well, 
today’s Gospel says “John the Baptist appeared in the desert,” and goes on to 
provide a detailed description of John’s startling appearance:  Camel’s hair, leather 
belt, locusts, wild honey.  Despite his looks, people were going out to him from the 
whole Judean countryside and ... Jerusalem.  John was the precursoror, the 
forerunner of Christ so he prepared the way for Christ.  People were attracted to his 
message of a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.”  John new that 
sin kept people far from God, so he offered them the only remedy to help them 
receive Jesus when He came:  repentance and forgiveness.  This is exactly what St. 
Nicholas felt after he had slapped Bishop Arius, even though he was standing up 
for the truth.  Like us, he was aware of his sin and his need for forgiveness.   

 In some ways I think of the people going to St. John the Baptist and waiting 
in line, nervously, as we might do while waiting to enter the confessional, seeking 
the grace of forgiveness.  During Advent, we too are preparing for the coming of 
the Messiah, and part of that preparation involves repentance.  Like St. Nicholas 
and the people coming to the Jordan River, we know we have sinned and need 
forgiveness.  And, like them, our repentance, even for minor sins, softens our 
hearts and opens us to Jesus and His grace.  Like St. Nicholas who sat in that 
prison with sorrow for his sin, we too are in a prison of sorts because of our sins 
and we need to take a spiritual inventory of what needs to change in our lives; 
where we have fallen short of God’s commands.  We need to ask the HS to help us 
search our hearts and reveal our sins to us.  Then we can go to Jesus in the 
Confessional, the One whom we are not worthy to “stoop and loosen the thongs of 
His sandals,” and experience Him stooping down to untangle the knot of our sins 
and thoroughly cleanse us of our sins and supply us the grace to overcome sin.  As 
the people were drawn to St. John the Baptist at the Jordan in repentance, so may 
we be drawn to the confessional where the grace of Jesus waits for us.  Then we 
will be convicted, converted and redeemed on Christmas morning by the Christ 
Child’s love! 


