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 I have been reading a book on conversions this week and specifically the 
miraculous phenomenon that some people have of what’s called the illumination of 
conscience.  That is, where God reveals the state of their soul to them and 
specifically all of their sins.  It has been very captivating.  One guy describes how 
he had lived a life of sex, drugs and rock and roll.  However when he saw his sins, 
as bad as they were, it wasn’t his sins that terrified him as much as the effect of his 
sins.  He describes how God showed him how his sins affected so many others and 
that really terrorized him.  I will quote one instance.  He says this, “One event with 
my fingerprints all over it was profoundly disturbing.  I sold drugs to a certain guy 
on several occasions, then moved away and never saw him again.  Later, a man at a 
local tavern told me that the guy had committed suicide.  In the illumination of 
conscience, I was shown the event of his death.  It is still hard for me to accept and 
to know that in a certain and real ways, I was part of his decision-making process 
to end his life on earth.  In seeing the ripple effect of my sin, I learned that he was 
holding his family together.  When he died, he crushed each member of his family.  
Their suffering, in turn, afflicted every relationship they had with others, and so on 
in a spiral of pain.”  He goes on to describe how painful it was for him to see how 
he had led so many astray.   

 All of this made me think of today’s Gospel.  John the Baptist is standing 
with 2 of his disciples and Jesus walks by and he points to Him and says “Behold 
the Lamb of God.”  So, the 2 disciples decide to follow Jesus.  Jesus asks them, 
“What are you looking for?”  To which they respond, “Rabbi, where are you 
staying?”  They are wanting to get to know Him better, perhaps to go to where He 
is staying.  With this, Jesus says, “Come, and you will see.”  So, they went and 
stayed with Him, and, no doubt, were taught much and were thoroughly captivated 
by Jesus that day.  This happened because they were willing to accept Jesus’ 
invitation.  We have to be willling to take a step in faith and accept this invitation 
from Jesus to spend some time with Him.  The Gospel goes on to say that at about 
4 o’clock, Andrew goes to find his brother, Simon Peter, and he says, “We have 
found the Messiah,” and he brings him to Jesus.  And with that, Jesus meets him 
and changes his name to Peter.  That name change brings with it a new life.   

 The point I want to focus on is that Andrew was so excited when he met 
Jesus that he found his brother, Simon, and told him the good news.  That’s the joy 
we too feel when we turn to Jesus and experience His love and mercy.  We realize, 



once again, that only He can truly fulfill us.  What struck me about this is that 
Andrew was so captivated and so excited about Jesus that the first thing he did was 
get his brother and bring him to meet Jesus.  And this is where that guys 
conversion that I talked about comes into play insofar as the things that captivated 
him were what brought his life in a downward spiral and not only his life but the 
lives of so many others.  His lust had destroyed countless women; his materialism 
had paid the way for many souls for hell; his power had opened the doors of hell to 
many, his life of pleasure had made a wide path for so many to go to hell.   

 My point is this, hopefully our lives have not been quite so dramatic, but are 
we so captivated by Jesus, that we bring everyone we meet to Him or have we and 
do we lead people away from Him?  Think of it this way, it’s just a dirty joke, but 
when you tell it, are you introducing someone to Jesus?  Did you hear about so and 
so?  It’s just the news of the day, but are you introducing someone to Jesus?  You 
post something rude or crude or vulgar on social media, but are you introducing 
who knows how many people to Jesus?  You no longer use the simple expressions,  
“please and thank you,” have you introduced someone to Jesus?  When you’re with 
your friends at college, do you take them to parties that introduce them to Jesus?  
When we think of the ripple effect of what we say and do, I can certainly 
understand the terror that guy had with the illumination of his conscience.  It really 
makes me pause and think about the consequence of everything I do and have done 
and it makes me evermore grateful for the gift of Confession.  I don’t know about 
you, but that’s very sobering for me.   

 But, that’s the hope!  These readings remind us of something we have a 
tendency to forget – our God is actively involved in our lives.  “God is a verb.”  
We tend to think of God as a noun – as Someone out there watching over us but 
not really involved in our everyday life.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  
The God who keeps our heart beating, our lungs breathing, our brain thinking is 
keenly interested in us when we are sleeping, when we are waking up, when we are 
driving the car, and especially in every one of our relationships.  He is ALWAYS 
trying to get our attention, but are we deliberately and conveniently distracted by 
the world, the flesh and the devil?  Remember this, that which captivates our 
attention is where we will go and where we will lead others. 


