THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD - January 10, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE
The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and
public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court to legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe
that all life is sacred. Participating in the March for life is an
opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for
themselves and to help our government understand why we
believe life is so sacred. Please come join us and take a stand
for LIFE! We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop
in Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C.
Please call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life
saving event, Friday, January 29nd, 2021
CAN YOU HELP?
Please feel free to take a poinsettia home with you today
after the Sunday morning Masses at both St. Thomas and
Our Lady of Mercy churches. Also, anyone who would be
willing to stay after Mass and help take decorations down
their help would be greatly appreciated.

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY
January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aquinas, our
patron. This falls on a Tuesday, however since it is our
patronal feast we are permitted to move it to the closest
Sunday which is January 31st. We are going to celebrate
this by offering the weekend Masses in honor of St.
Thomas Aquinas. The music will also reflect our patron.
To celebrate this feast we will have adoration at St.
Thomas Church at 8 AM with benediction before the 9
AM Mass Please plan to participate in the adoration and
the social following Mass.

PRO-LIFE CORNER
“You get to choose a
lot of things in life.
You don’t get to
choose another
human being’s
death.”

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
January 03, 2021

PRAYING THE ROSARY

St. Thomas: $4,848.16
Solemnity of Mary: $394.00
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,380.00
Solemnity of Mary: $165.00

The Rosary Tally for the last 3 months is shown below. Thank
you for persevering in prayer. More than ever we need to pray
our Rosary as we see the further unfolding of the spread of
errors from Russia as Our Lady of Fatima prophesied. The
Rosary remains our strongest weapon. Please use it faithfully,
daily, especially for reparation for sins committed against the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our
armed forces.
Total Rosaries for 3 months: 2,159
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 31,125

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

The Baptism of the Lord
by Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo

Today the Roman Catholic Church continues its festal celebrations by commemorating the Baptism
of the Lord. As we learned in childhood or, if we are converts, then perhaps later in life, the sacrament of
Baptism frees our souls from original sin and gives us sanctifying grace—God’s life in our souls. Additionally,
if someone receives Baptism when he is old enough to have committed any sins himself (i.e., after reaching
the age of reason), Baptism takes away all the sins that person has committed, as well as the punishments due
to those sins. If a grievous sinner who sincerely repents and receives Baptism were to die immediately
afterwards, he would go directly to Heaven without stopping in Purgatory. Such is the immensity of God’s
mercy. Let us reflect upon Baptism in order to appreciate it more fully.
Christ gave Baptism the power of a Sacrament, but as a symbolic practice, Baptism was already
prevalent among the Jews of Jesus’ day. In order to gain a true understanding of Baptism, it is necessary to
reflect upon what it meant to the Jews and the early Christians. It was not uncommon for them to see in
Baptism a correlation with certain Old Testament events. St. Peter, in his Second Epistle, explains that the
Sacrament of Baptism corresponds to the flood of Noah. Just as in those ancient days when all evil men
perished under the waters of the great deluge, so in Christian Baptism, the sinful man is destroyed (2 Pet 2:5).
Further, our Baptism can be seen as a new crossing of the Red Sea. As St. Paul explains, the Israelites
underwent a Baptism when Pharaoh and the Egyptians were buried under the waters of the sea and the
people of God were saved and called to walk in the new life which God had bestowed upon them (1 Cor
10:2). Also, we may see in our Baptism a correlation to Israel’s crossing of the Jordan River after forty years of
wandering in the desert. Just as Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land through the waters of the Jordan, so
each of us who are baptized is led by Jesus into the promised land of the Church.
These Old Testament prefigurements of Christian Baptism receive their full meaning at the Baptism
of the Lord. What happened when Jesus was baptized? The Fathers of the Church give three answers. First,
by entering into the water of the Jordan River, Jesus sanctified it and made the water of Baptism a place for
the working of the Holy Spirit. Secondly, because Baptism among the Jews was seen as a ritual act of death
and burial of the old man (again, compare with Noah’s flood and the drowning of the Egyptians), Jesus
confronted the Ruler of Death in the baptismal waters of the Jordan, that He might defeat death and bestow
life upon all of creation. It was at the Baptism of Christ that Our Lord met his adversary of old, the Devil, and
struck a decisive blow against him. By His Baptism into death, the Giver of Life destroyed the power of
death. “Death no longer has dominion over Him” (Rom. 6:9). Finally, in His Baptism, Jesus meets all of us
who have been bound to death through the sin of our first parents, and taking each of us by the hand through
the instrumentality of the priest, He raises us from the dead, out of the baptismal waters. Through the
Resurrection of Christ, the tomb of the baptismal font becomes the Church’s womb of rebirth, which gives
new life to all who approach this Holy Sacrament.
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, gives the following catechesis, “Are you not aware that we
who were Baptized into Christ Jesus were Baptized into His death? Through Baptism into His death, we
were buried with him, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
live a new life. If we have been united with Him through likeness to His death, so shall we be through a like
resurrection” (1 Cor. 6: 3-4). Therefore, as St. Paul explains, Christ made Baptism a Sacrament whereby we
are mystically joined to His death and Resurrection.
In His Baptism, Jesus has reversed the curse of the fall and opened for the faithful that garden of
delight closed by sin. In His Baptism, Christ has restored Adam to that which he had lost through
disobedience. Let each of us who have been baptized into Christ rejoice to hear the Father’s words of mercy,
“Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased” (Lk 3:22).

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
The Baptism Of The Lord
Monday, Jan 11
Weekday
7:15am (T) Hickey Family

Tuesday, Jan 12
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Phillip Renzelli †

Wednesday, Jan 13
St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor (mem)
9:00am (P) Rohall Family

Thursday, Jan 14
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Hazel Hudock †

Friday, Jan 15
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Bateman Family

Saturday, Jan 16
Weekday
9:00am (P) Spencer Family
5:00pm (T) Stanley Frank Hawrot †

Sunday, Jan 17
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Leecy Flanagan †

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of January,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 1/10/21 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Jan.
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry &
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504. For more information on the
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe
Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

