
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - January 17, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



PRO-LIFE CORNER

LIFE
Offers No Guarantees

But
ABORTION

Offers No Chances!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

 THAT MAN IS YOU!

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and 
public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe 
that all life is sacred. Participating in the March for life is an 
opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for 
themselves and to help our government understand why we 
believe life is so sacred. Please come join us and take a stand 
for LIFE! We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop 
in Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C. 
Please call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life 
saving event, Friday, January 29, 2021.

 That Man is You! is a spiritual journey for men.  It honestly 
addresses the pressures and temptations that men face in our 
modern culture, especially those relating to their roles as 
husbands and fathers.  It’s okay to start after Jan. 16.  Check it 
out:  https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/  Contact Chad 
Buist, 757-709-5232, chadsprojects2019@gmail.com

January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aquinas, our 
patron.  This falls on a Tuesday, however since it is our 
patronal feast we are permitted to move it to the closest 
Sunday which is January 31st.   We are going to celebrate 
this by offering the weekend Masses in honor of St. 
Thomas Aquinas.  The music will also reflect our patron.  
To celebrate this feast we will have adoration at St. 
Thomas Church at 8 AM with benediction before the 9 
AM Mass  Please plan to participate in the adoration and 
the social following Mass.  

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY

The Rosary Tally for the last 3 months is shown below.  Thank 
you for persevering in prayer.  More than ever we need to pray 
our Rosary as we see the further unfolding of the spread of 
errors from Russia as Our Lady of Fatima prophesied.  The 
Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, 
daily, especially for reparation for sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our 
armed forces.  

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 158
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 31,283

PRAYING THE ROSARY

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $7,171.11

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,575.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
January 10, 2021

https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/
https://email26.godaddy.com/webmail.php#


Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

From the Apostolic Exhortation RECONCILIATION AND PENANCE 
of Pope St. John Paul II, 1984

Last week, on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we reflected on the Sacrament of Baptism. It is important to 
remember that, for the good of his Church, Christ instituted two sacraments specifically for forgiveness. Here is what 
John Paul II, in his concern for his flock, said about the Sacrament of Confession:

It is a certainty that the Lord Jesus himself instituted and entrusted to the Church—as a gift of his 
goodness and loving kindness to be offered to all—a special sacrament for the forgiveness of sins committed 
after Baptism….

[F]or a Christian the Sacrament of Penance is the primary way of obtaining forgiveness and the 
remission of serious sin committed after Baptism. Certainly the Savior and his salvific action are not so bound 
to a sacramental sign as to be unable in any period or area of the history of salvation to work outside and 
above the sacraments. But in the school of faith, we learn that the same Savior desired and provided that the 
simple and precious sacraments of faith would ordinarily be the effective means through which his 
redemptive power passes and operates. It would therefore be foolish, as well as presumptuous, to wish 
arbitrarily to disregard the means of grace and salvation which the Lord has provided and, in the specific 
case, to claim to receive forgiveness while doing without the sacrament which was instituted by Christ 
precisely for forgiveness. The renewal of rites carried out after the [Second Vatican] Council does not sanction 
any illusion or alteration in this direction. According to the Church's intention, it was and is meant to stir up in 
each one of us a new impulse toward the renewal of our interior attitude; toward a deeper understanding of the nature of 
the Sacrament of Penance; toward a reception of the sacrament which is more filled with faith, not anxious but trusting; 
toward a more frequent celebration of the sacrament, which is seen to be completely filled with the Lord's merciful 
love….

While reiterating everything that the Church, inspired by God's word, teaches about contrition, I 
particularly wish to emphasize here […] one aspect of this doctrine. It is one that should be better known and 
considered. Conversion and contrition are often considered under the aspect of the undeniable demands 
which they involve, and under the aspect of the mortification which they impose for the purpose of bringing 
about a radical change of life. But we all do well to recall and emphasize the fact that contrition and conversion are, 
even more, a drawing near to the holiness of God, a rediscovery of one’s true identity, which has been upset and 
disturbed by sin, a liberation in the very depth of self and thus a regaining of lost joy, the joy of being saved, which the 
majority of people in our time are no longer capable of experiencing….

Also, with this present exhortation I […] address an earnest invitation to all the priests of the world, 
especially to my brothers in the episcopacy and to pastors of souls, an invitation to make every effort to 
encourage the faithful to make use of this sacrament. I urge [priests] to use all possible and suitable means, to 
ensure that the greatest possible number of our brothers and sisters receive the “grace that has been given to 
us” through penance for the reconciliation of every soul and of the whole world with God in Christ….

We should also recall, that great importance must continue to be given to teaching the faithful to 
make use of the Sacrament of Penance even for venial sins alone, as is borne out by a centuries-old doctrinal 
tradition and practice. Though the Church knows and teaches that venial sins are forgiven in other ways too
—for instance, by acts of sorrow, works of charity, prayer, penitential rites—she does not cease to remind 
everyone of the special usefulness of the sacramental moment for these sins too. The frequent use of the 
Sacrament—to which some categories of the faithful are in fact held—strengthens the awareness that even 
minor sins offend God and harm the Church, the Body of Christ. Its celebration then becomes for the faithful 
“the occasion and the incentive to conform themselves more closely to Christ and to make themselves more 
docile to the voice of the Spirit” (Ordo Paenitentiae). Above all, it should be emphasized that the grace proper 
to the sacramental celebration has a great remedial power and helps to remove the very roots of sin.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
All knights are reminded of the Council Meeting this 
Tuesday after the 5PM Mass in Thomas.  The meeting will 
begin at about 5:45pm in Aquinas Hall. Can you say Bocce?

IN SYMPATHY
We pray for the repose of the soul of Jerry DiBacco 
who was buried from our Parish on Friday and we 
pray, also, for the consolation of his family.    



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Feb. 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of January, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 1/10/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 18
Weekday
7:15am (T)  No Mass

Tuesday, Jan 19 
Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Jack Hockman †

Wednesday, Jan 20
St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr (mem)
9:00am (P) Patrick and Helen Silk †

Thursday, Jan 21
St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr (Mem)
5:00pm (T) Tom Peters †

Friday, Jan 22
St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr (mem)
(Day of Prayer for Legal Protection of Unborn Children)
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch and Imelda Stevenson †

Saturday, Jan 23
St. Marianne Cope, Virgin (mem)
9:00am (P) James L. Flanagan †
5:00pm (T) Robert Nichols †

Sunday, Jan 24
Third Sunday In Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Elmer Phillips †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday In Ordinary Time


