
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - January 24, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



PRO-LIFE CORNER
"The fight for the right to life is not 
the cause of a special few, but the 
cause of every man, woman and child 
who cares not only about his or her 
own family, but the whole family of 
man.”  Dr. Mildred Jefferson

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

 THAT MAN IS YOU!

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

48th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and 
public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe 
that all life is sacred.  Sadly, the March for life will be 
VIRTUAL this year.  Many people often tell me “I wish I 
could go to the March, but… Well, this year please plan to 
come to St. Thomas for adoration at 4PM and Benediction 
and Mass at 5PM.  This is an opportunity to be advocates for 
those who cannot speak for themselves and pray for an end 
to this holocaust.  What excuses can you have for NOT 
coming to pray for LIFE this Friday, January 29, 2021?

 That Man is You! is a spiritual journey for men.  It honestly 
addresses the pressures and temptations that men face in our 
modern culture, especially those relating to their roles as 
husbands and fathers.  It’s okay to start after Jan. 16.  Check it 
out:  https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/  Contact Chad 
Buist, 757-709-5232, chadsprojects2019@gmail.com

January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aquinas, our 
patron.  This falls on a Tuesday, however since it is our 
patronal feast we are permitted to move it to the closest 
Sunday which is January 31st.   We are going to celebrate 
this by offering the weekend Masses in honor of St. 
Thomas Aquinas.  The music will also reflect our patron.  
To celebrate this feast we will have adoration at St. 
Thomas Church at 8 AM with benediction before the 9 
AM Mass  Please plan to participate in the adoration and 
the social following Mass.  

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY

Thank you for persevering in prayer.  More than ever we need 
to pray our Rosary as we see the further unfolding of the spread 
of errors from Russia as Our Lady of Fatima prophesied.  The 
Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, 
daily, especially for reparation for the sin of ABORTION and 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for 
the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for all those serving in our armed forces.  

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 135
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 31,418

PRAYING THE ROSARY

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $3,928.58

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $962.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
January 17, 2021

https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-is-you/
https://email26.godaddy.com/webmail.php#


Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!
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Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

My Pro-Life Stance: Then and Now,  by CAITLIN SICA

If you had asked me seven years ago if I was pro-life, I would have automatically said, “Personally, yes, but 
politically, I’m pro-choice.” I took the comfortable position, the position that didn’t impose my beliefs on 
anyone else. I was able to take this stance because I knew nothing about abortion statistics, and because I had 
two major misconceptions about what it meant to be pro-life:  1.  Pro-life was a political position, not 
something required by my faith.  2.  Pro-life meant you only cared for the rights of the unborn.

I grew up in a devout Catholic family that fiercely valued the dignity of all human life, which is why a 
narrow pro-life stance didn’t appeal to me. Numerous family members were patriots for the most vulnerable 
— the poor, the uneducated, orphans, the hungry, the sick, the dying, the lonely, the homeless, immigrants 
and refugees, the abused. Abortion, though, was not something that came up in conversation, other than to 
reiterate that it was wrong. So inadvertently, it became a “back burner” issue in my mind. Politics, culture, 
and media perpetuated the belief that to be “pro-life” meant that you only cared about the rights of the 
unborn, rather than protecting the rights of ALL human life. Unbeknownst to me, the Catholic Church had an 
all encompassing definition:  “Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action 
of God and it remains forever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the 
Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no one can under any circumstance claim for himself the right 
directly to destroy an innocent human being” (CCC 2258).  Although the Church’s interpretation of what it 
means to be pro-life is so inclusive and wholistic, I had the misconception that a “pro-life advocate” was an 
ultra conservative person who only cared about abortion and stopped advocating for people after they were 
born. I never wanted to be one of those people so when it came to abortion, I stuck with the “personally, I’m 
pro-life, but politically, I’m pro-choice” position. But deep down, I knew I needed to make a decision; I 
couldn’t keep my foot in both worlds. And then, relationships challenged me to see the statistics behind the 
pro-life debate. As He so often does, God put people in my life who helped me see the truth and showed me 
the real souls affected by abortion. Because of those people, I no longer personally disagree and remain 
politically neutral on pro-life issues.  One of those who made an impact was Mr. Smith.  It was a cold 
February night. I stood in my friend’s kitchen talking to his parents. Somehow, the topic of abortion came up. 
He looked at me and asked, “So what’s the democrat argument for not voting against abortion?” At first I 
thought he was being insincere, but he genuinely wanted to know. So, I explained what I’d heard for so many 
years from so many people, something that had been ingrained in me: “There are many pro-life issues, you 
shouldn’t single issue vote.” He sighed, and I’ll never forget the look of confusion and pain on his face. “So 
they’re still saying that?” he asked, sounding defeated. I nodded. I felt uncomfortable, ashamed.  And then, 
he said something I’ll never forget:  “If there was a president of a foreign country who shot thousands of 
people every day, we would seek to help them. There’s not a single person—democrat or republican—who 
would elect that person to be the President of the United States. And yet, because we can’t see them, because 
they’re unborn, we shield our eyes and pretend there are more important issues. That’s insane.”  He didn’t 
say it with anger, but rather, with sorrow. Then he started sharing statistics—statistics I had never heard 
before—about how many innocent babies are killed each day, each year. Never with bitterness, never with 
judgement; he just laid it all out.  Since Roe vs. Wade, over 58 million babies have been aborted.  1.1 million 
babies are aborted in the U.S. each year.  Nearly 1 in 4 (22%) of pregnancies end in abortion.  51% of abortions 
are performed on women less than 25 years of age.  Approximately 1/3 of American women have had an 
abortion by age 45.  Abortion disproportionately affects black and Hispanic women.  I thought I was going to 
throw up. I was biting back tears. I wanted to run away.  Somewhere from the living room we all heard Mr. 
Smith’s youngest son crying. They’d been so careful to make sure he was asleep, but somehow he’d been in 
there all along, listening in. The conversation ended and my heart broke into a thousand pieces as I saw a 7-
year-old comprehend the graveness of abortion better than most adults did.  My heart was changed forever.

More human beings died in abortions than any other cause of death in 2020, a new report indicates.
A heartbreaking reminder about the prevalence of abortion, statistics compiled by Worldometers indicate that 

there were over 42.6 million abortions world-wide in 2020. <http://www.worldometers.info/> 

https://lifeteen.com/blog/author/caitlinsica/%22%20%5Co%20%22Posts%20by%20Caitlin%20Sica
http://www.worldometers.info/


We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Feb. 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of February, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 2/14/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, 
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jan 25
Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle (Feast)
7:15am (T)  Joseph and Mary Deegan †

Tuesday, Jan 26 
Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops (Mem)
5:00pm (T)  Milan Pilney †

Wednesday, Jan 27
St. Angela Merici, Virgin and Religious Founder (mem)
9:00am (P) Clare and Dennis Sullivan †

Thursday, Jan 28
St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor (Mem)
5:00pm (T) Robert Studer †

Friday, Jan 29
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Dianna DiBacco †

Saturday, Jan 30
Weekday
9:00am (P)  Miranda and Cedric Grace
5:00pm (T) Dora Lee Quattro †

Sunday, Jan 31
Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Daniel Moran †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Third Sunday In Ordinary Time


