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 Reading bumper-stickers is a fun sport of sorts.  In just a few words good 
bumper-stickers can say enough to make you pleased, amused, mad or sad.  One of 
the saddest ones around simply reads:  “If you believe in anything, honk.”  It’s a 
sad sticker, because, in a way it carries a truth.  Because of the inequalities in our 
society it is hard not to be cynical, not to feel it has all gone down the drain, and 
that nobody or nothing can be trusted any more.  Perhaps, that’s why this feast is a 
refreshing one.   

 The Baptism of the Lord speaks to us of dedication and commitment, and by 
that very fact helps us to steer clear of cynicism and dead-end hopelessness.  I 
think it’s important to position this feast in our minds to better understand it.  This 
event is taking place, roughly 30 years AFTER the birth of Jesus and the coming of 
the Magi as we have celebrated over the last few weeks.  However, this feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord fits with the theme of Epiphany.  Remember, epiphany means 
to show or to manifest or to illuminate.  In last week’s feast, God revealed His Son 
to the world as represented by the magi.  This week, God reveals His Son at the 
baptism by John the Baptist with his declaration from Heaven, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  So this is why it is still part of the 
Christmas season, because it is a manifestation of Christ as the Son of God and on 
Monday, ordinary time begins again.   

 This is actually a very good transition insofar as Jesus humbles Himself to 
receive John’s baptism of repentance, not to be purified, Himself, but to purify us.  
As St. Gregory Nazianzen wrote, “Christ was baptized that He might plunge the 
old Adam entirely in the water.”  We can think of it this way, by receiving the 
baptism of repentance from John the Baptist, Jesus became identified with the 
sinners whom he had come to save.  Like the nativity of Jesus in a manger in a 
humble stable, His willingness to submit to John’s baptism is an even greater sign 
of humility.  Even John the Baptist recognizes this when he says, “One mightier 
than I is coming after me.  I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of His 
sandals.  I have baptized you with water; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
Certainly, John was right and Jesus did not NEED baptism of repentance, but He 
humbly submitted to it as an example to us that we are to be baptized in order to 
become God’s sons and daughters.  Because of Christ’s baptism, we can be 
confident that at our own baptism the Lord “grasps us by the hand” and heals us 
from the devil’s oppression.   



 Most of us don’t remember our Baptism, but it gave us the direction that our 
lives should take.  In other words, it set us on a path to holiness through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  So, the bigger question is do we fail to see the life of Christ that 
baptism gave to us; have we, and are we nourishing it and giving it the opportunity 
to grow as we should?  In other words, what are we doing with all of the Baptismal 
graces we received, who knows how many years ago?  The point is, Baptism is a 
call to action, to be dedicated, to change things, namely, ourselves.  This Gospel 
passage of Jesus being baptized by St. John the Baptist is taking place right at the 
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  He was about to make a huge, dedicated 
change.  When we were baptized, in a very true sense, the sky opened above us, 
the Spirit of God descended upon us, and a voice said, “you are my son/daughter; 
today I have become your father.”  So how well are we living up to being His son 
or daughter?  Are we living our baptismal promises?  Is the Holy Spirit that 
descended upon us when we were baptised alive within us or have we sedated 
Him?   

 It reminds me of the story of the family who took their second child to be 
Baptised.  After the Baptism the older child who was 3 years old sobbed all the 
way home.  His father asked what was wrong.  He said, “the priest said he wanted 
us to be brought up in a Christian family and I want to stay with you guys.”  When 
we were baptised, we became a Christian.  Do we show it!  Can it be recognized in 
us?  How well are we living up to it?  What are the sins in your life that need to be 
rooted out so that you look baptised?  When people see you do they see a daughter 
or son of God or do they see a gossip, or a cheater, or a liar, or a worrier, or a 
materialist or a potty mouth or an evil doer in some way or another?  Do we look 
like and are we the son or daughter that God newly created us to be at our 
Baptism?  Today’s reflection on Jesus’ Baptism challenges us to examine the right 
road we were put on at our own Baptism, but more importantly, whether we are 
travelling in the right direction or the wrong direction on that road for our eternal 
destiny. 


