
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - February 14, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



PRO-LIFE CORNER

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

SECOND COLLECTION ON ASH WEDNESDAY

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

DON’T FORGET ABOUT FORMED.ORG 

The Knights of Columbus are once again having their 
famous Fish Fries every Friday in Lent from 4-6 PM at 

Parsons and Thomas.  

Meals will be 
DRIVE THROUGH ONLY

 in the alley behind Our Lady of Mercy and 
CARRY OUT ONLY 

 at the St. Thomas Center.  

Meals consist of 8 oz. Fish, Green Beans, Mac and Cheese, 
Fruit, Cole Slaw, and dinner roll.  All for $9.00 donation.  

LENTEN FISH FRY
If I’m not a person

then what am I?

        AID TO THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL & EASTERN 
EUROPE - provides aid by the Subcommittee on Aid to the 
Church in Central and Eastern Europe through bishops’ 
conferences of Central and Eastern Europe and the ex-Soviet 
Union to meet the needs of rebuilding the Church. It focuses 
on training seminarians and lay leaders, supporting social 
service programs, youth ministry, pastoral and catechetical 
centers, schools, church construction and renovation, and 
evangelization through Catholic media. 

Sign up for Formed.org if you haven’t already and learn 
more about the faith. There is content on different topics 
offered through different forms of media so there is 
something for everyone. Money will no longer be an 
issue in having the availability of Catholic knowledge 
because Formed.org is free to all of our parishioners. 
Please take advantage of this amazing opportunity.  Go to 
Formed. org and sign up today. 

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,925.08

         Our Lady of Mercy:   $1,452.69

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
February 07, 2021

ANYTHING 
WORTH DOING

IS WORTH 
PREPARING FOR.
WHAT ARE YOU 

DOING FOR LENT 
THIS YEAR?

WEDNESDAYS:  Immediately 
after 5pm Mass at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church . (Wednesday 
Mass during Lent will be at 
5pm. )

 FRIDAYS:  Immediately after 
5pm Mass at St. Thomas 

Aquinas.

LENT SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

Ornatus Vitae, Part I, by Jonathan Mann
John was just home from work. His wife, Sarah, looked down at his calloused hands. They were red and raw, 

and she knew they must still be hurting. Her brow knitted. For a moment John’s memory carried him back to a scene 
that had occurred twenty-five years earlier, when he was ten…

His mother was holding the switch in her hand, and his own outstretched hands were still red with its sting. 
John had disobeyed her. It was very unpleasant to know that he had disheartened her. She was always firm in 
disciplining him, but he noticed no anger when he looked up into her face. He saw a distant look in her steady eyes. 
Evidently a thought was crossing her mind. When she looked down again at her ten-year-old son and caught his gaze, 
she saw only the freckled face, smeared with dirt and sweat, and the tousled hair which rested above it. John thought 
she looked perhaps a little sad. Then she smiled. Something inside her could see more than what met her eyes. She saw 
a man, a good man—strong but gentle, hardworking, honest, and generous. John’s mother would not tell him exactly 
why she had paused for that brief moment, but he could never forget it. If she had told him, she would have said that 
she could not imagine anything more stirring or invigorating than what she had glimpsed with the eyes of her heart. It 
seemed to make everything she had ever done worthwhile. Just now, Sarah’s voice brought John back to the present…

“You work so hard…” she said. While she paused for an inaudible sigh, Sarah’s distant look reminded him of 
his mother’s. “You work so hard at that back-breaking job, and you so seldom complain.” As she tenderly grabbed his 
raw hands, only callouses and sores met her eyes. But now another feeling came over her. These hands spoke eloquent 
volumes. What a man he was! —so strong and yet so gentle— hardworking, honest, generous…. She didn’t say 
anything, but John noticed the soft smile which began to brighten her downward gaze. It was an expression reserved 
almost entirely for him, and it typically followed his most earnest expressions of love for her. She had such a pure, 
grateful heart!

Not every moment of John and Sarah’s married life carried such warmth and mutual understanding, but in 
this moment of truth, each spouse knew with certainty the treasure that he had, that she had, in the other. 

We all are familiar with moral precepts. “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain…. 
Honor thy father and thy mother…. Thou shalt not steal.” These precepts are not arbitrary. They are not human 
inventions or mere conventions. The moral order is rooted in nature and comes from God Himself. When we feel the 
cost of resisting a temptation or overcoming an obstacle, we may view moral goodness merely as a duty, a burden. It 
may sometimes feel incompatible with our greatest needs and desires. Yet nothing is further from the truth. The 
virtuous man sees the good in everything, but he also values every good in due proportion. When John was young, he 
valued possessions and pleasure more than uprightness of soul. As he matured, he came to understand that the 
disposition of his soul had far the greater worth. Indeed, virtue is the very essence of a good life. The virtuous man is 
the man who best uses and enjoys earthly goods. While doing so, he remains within God’s laws and those of the Church 
and legitimate human authority. He has the liberating strength to choose what is morally right even at a cost. When it is 
necessary to decide between a useful or pleasurable choice, and the morally right choice, the virtuous man chooses the 
moral good. Moreover, virtue is the greatest attraction that one person can hold for another, and the more a person is 
willing to sacrifice for the sake of the moral good, the more brightly shines the person’s soul.

In his book on morality entitled On Duties, the Roman philosopher Cicero (d. 43 BC) gives an exposition on 
virtue. He explains principles and lists precepts, but he goes beyond nuts and bolts. He comments on what he calls in 
Latin ornatus vitae (pronounced or-NAH-tus VEE-tay), “the orderly beauty of a life.” He asserts that a virtuous or 
“honorable” life will be marked by “temperance and modesty…, and proper measure in all things.” Here Cicero makes 
a point which, though subtle, is breathtaking: When one steps back to take a panoramic view of a virtuous life, the vista 
he glimpses is beautiful. To witness the life of a virtuous person is to behold a thing of beauty. In his Summa 
Theologica, St. Thomas Aquinas confirms Cicero’s observation, for he writes, “Beauty and goodness are fundamentally 
identical” (ST Part I, 5.4). No human life is more beautiful than a holy life—a life of heroic virtue. Our Creator has 
made us in His image and likeness, and His commands are nothing less than the path by which we are to be like Him, 
Who is the Source of all goodness and beauty. It should be inspiring to know that He calls every one of us to be a saint, 
and that He offers us the grace to become all that He has made us to be.
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ARE REMINDED OF THEIR MEETING TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 16,  AFTER 5PM MASS (ABOUT 5:45PM.)  



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Mar. 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of February, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 2/14/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, 
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 15
Weekday
7:15am (T)  Dan & Jerry Turner †

Tuesday, Feb 16 
Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Jamey Conlin †

Wednesday, Feb 17
Ash Wednesday (Fast & Abstinence)
9:00am (P) Martha Nichols †
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †

Thursday, Feb 18
Thursday after Ash Wednesday
5:00pm (T) Joseph Richard Murphy †

Friday, Feb 19
Friday after Ash Wednesday (Abstinence)
5:00pm (T) Jimmy Quattro † 

Saturday, Feb 20
Saturday after Ash Wednesday
9:00am (P)  James & Rita Shea †
5:00pm (T) Eleanor James †

Sunday, Feb 21
First Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Bill & Leah Marco †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sixth Sunday In Ordinary Time


