
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - February 21, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

LENTEN SACRIFICE

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

The Knights of Columbus are once again having their 
famous Fish Fries every Friday in Lent from 4-6 PM at 

Parsons and Thomas.  

Meals will be 
DRIVE THROUGH ONLY

 in the alley behind Our Lady of Mercy and 
CARRY OUT ONLY 

 at the St. Thomas Center.  

Meals consist of 8 oz. Fish, Green Beans, Mac and 
Cheese, Fruit, Cole Slaw, and dinner roll.  

All for $9.00 donation.  

LENTEN FISH FRY

During Lent, the Knights of Columbus suggest one of these 
sacrifices: 
     a) 40 Cans of Food for the Food Pantry 
     b) a Monetary donation, (suggested donation: $20. Money 
can be dropped in the collection baskets in an envelope  
          marked “Food Pantry”).
(Of course any amount of canned foods or money is greatly 
appreciated, the important thing is that all of us
can have the opportunity to practice the corporal works of 
mercy, one of which is feeding the Hungry.)

LENT SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~

ABSTINENCE
and

ADOPTION
2 cures for the #1 Killer in America:

ABORTION

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY
Black and Indian Missions

For evangelizing the Black and Indian Peoples of the U.S.
The funds are distributed as grants to dioceses through- 
out the U.S., supporting and strengthening evangeli- 
zation.  Formerly known as The Black and Indian Home 
Mission Collection.  

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $3,851.06

         Our Lady of Mercy:   $972.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
February 14, 2021

WEDNESDAYS:  Immediately after 5pm Mass at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church . (Wednesday 
Mass during Lent will be at 5pm. )

FRIDAYS:  Immediately after 5pm Mass at 
                     St. Thomas Aquinas.



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.

 Ornatus Vitae, Part II, by Jonathan Mann
One of the paradoxical mysteries of our Catholic faith is that, although we are sinners, all of us are called 

to be saints. In our fallen condition we find it difficult to live lives of holiness. Our minds are darkened and our 
wills weakened by original sin, and by our own personal sins (called actual sins). Additionally, we are surrounded 
by our sinful fellow men. Who among us has ever seen the moral order perfectly illustrated by the life of a fellow 
human person? Yet in His Sermon on the Mount, Christ tells us, “You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect” (Mt 5:48). How do we live lives of supreme virtue? Where can we find an image of such a life? 

For our instruction, in the same Sermon Christ describes holiness of life in fair detail. He says, for 
instance, “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for the sake 
of righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. …You have 
heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. …
if anyone would sue you and take your coat, let him have your cloak as well…” (Mt 5). Let us recall that the Christ 
Who teaches on the Mount of the Beatitudes is the same LORD Who has given us the Ten Commandments on Mt. 
Sinai. Let us recall also that He, our Creator, has made us in His own image and likeness. Indeed, the Author of 
human nature is also its Archetype! How noble is the nature of man, whom God has set over all the rest of the 
physical universe! When God teaches us how to live, He is telling us how to be like Himself. The good life, a life 
shaped by God’s instructions and commands, is the life that befits His image. Moreover, God has not only created 
human nature to image His nature, but also called each of us to participate in His own, uncreated nature. In addition 
to being like God in our own nature, we are to share in His nature—to be what He is. This participation in the divine 
nature is what we call sanctifying grace. It is God’s gratuitous gift, but in order to receive and keep it, each of us 
must choose to follow His commands day by day. I must follow the way pointed out by my Archetype. 

In His infinite generosity and mercy, God has done more to depict holiness than dictate a list of precepts. 
He Himself, while remaining God, has become a Man. When Christ, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, gives 
His Sermon on the Mount, He does so not only as God, but as a Man. In one and the same divine Person, the 
Author of human nature tells us how to live, and the Archetype of our nature shows this to us. From start to finish, 
Jesus’ earthly life is our model. Look again at the passages from Mt 5 quoted above. (Meekness is the virtue of 
restraining anger.) In His Passion, Christ is whipped, crowned with thorns, mocked, and nailed to the Cross; yet 
He never lashes out or strikes back. He spends His life among hardened sinners, who pursue their own designs 
instead of God’s; yet Christ invariably “fulfill[s] all righteousness” (Mt 3:15), i.e., He perfectly fulfills His Father’s 
will. Thus can He say in His final moments, “It is finished” (Jn 19:30). When, surrounded by His enemies, Jesus 
hangs on the Cross, He prays, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). He gives us the 
supreme example of mercy by laying down His life so that His enemies may “not perish but have eternal life” (Jn 
3:16). And when the soldiers strip Jesus of His garments, He gives them His tunic as well. He makes no protest 
when they “cast lots for it to see whose it shall be” (Jn 19:24). If we would see the consummate display of ornatus 
vitae, the orderly beauty of a life, we must gaze toward Jesus Christ. His life realizes all virtues in the fullest 
measure possible to a man living in God’s grace. Amid the disorders of sin and its consequences, He exemplifies, 
untarnished and in its greatest perfection, the order proper to a life lived in God. 

In addition to explaining ornatus vitae, the philosopher Cicero has more to say about virtue. His treatise 
On Friendship uses a metaphor of light: “When Virtue has reared her head and shown the light of her face, and seen 
and recognized the same light in another person, she gravitates towards it, and in her turn welcomes the light 
which the other has to show; and from it springs up a flame which you may call love or friendship, as you please.” 
The future Apostles Andrew and John’s first face-to-face meeting with Jesus, Who will later proclaim, “I am the 
light of the world” (Jn 8:12), illustrates Cicero’s insight. They ask, “Where are you staying?” (Jn 1). Apparently, 
something about Jesus attracts them. Jesus replies with an invitation: “Come and see.” We read that “they stayed 
with Him that day,” but far more is true. They follow Him the rest of their lives, even at the cost of persecution. 
Suffering—death itself—is not too high a price for friendship with Christ, the beauty of Whose virtue can never 
fade. This First Sunday of Lent, we hear of Christ’s forty days of fast and prayer. We should heed His example. We 
sinners, not He, must be purified of earthly attachments that compete with our love for God. We need time “in the 
desert,” to ponder Christ’s virtues, to ask the grace to imitate Him more closely, and to appreciate the price He has 
paid on our behalf.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Mar. 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of February, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 2/14/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, 
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Feb 22
The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle (feast)
7:15am (T)  Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Tuesday, Feb 23 
St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Judy Beichner

Wednesday, Feb 24
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (P)  Jerry DiBacco †

Thursday, Feb 25
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Jennifer Lanthaler 

Friday, Feb 26
Lenten Weedkay  (Abstinence)
5:00pm (T)  Francescha Zimmer 

Saturday, Feb 27
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P)  Frances & Rose Nolin †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner †

Sunday, Feb 28
Second Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T)  People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Lela & Ben Long †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
First Sunday of Lent


