
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT - February 28, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

MEN ARE NEEDED

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

The Knights of Columbus are once again having their 
famous Fish Fries every Friday in Lent from 4-6 PM at 

Parsons and Thomas.  
Meals will be 

CARRY OUT ONLY 
 at Our Lady of Mercy Social hall 

& St. Thomas Center.  
Meals consist of 8 oz. Fish, Green Beans, Mac and 

Cheese, Fruit, Cole Slaw, and dinner roll.  
All for a $9.00 donation.  

LENTEN FISH FRY

Would you be willing to spare 3 hours of your time to 
help people in need? The Davis Food Pantry is in dire 
need of volunteers on the first Wednesday of every 
month from 1 pm to 4 pm. Volunteers must be able to lift 
a case of 24 cans of food and/or four bags of groceries for 
each family.  Trips to the cars are alternated, so it is not to 
hard on any one person to make all the trips. All help is 
appreciated.

LENT SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND
Diocesan Priests’ Health & Retirement Fund

A special second collection is scheduled for March 6-7,  
to support the Priests’ Health and Retirement 
Association (PHRA), a fund that provides health 
insurance and retirement benefits to retired priests of 
the Diocese. Please take a moment to reflect on the many 
years of service by our priests and how we can take this 
opportunity to thank them in a very particular way with 
a gift to the PHRA collection.

WEDNESDAYS:  Immediately after 5pm Mass at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church . (Wednesday Mass during 
Lent will be at 5pm. )

FRIDAYS:  Immediately after 5pm Mass at St. Thomas 
Aquinas.

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $1,648.16
Combined 2nd collections:  $254.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:   $937.00
Combined 2nd collections:  $250.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
February 21, 2021



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

 Ornatus Vitae, Part III, by Jonathan Mann

In the Litany of the Sacred Heart, we pray, “Heart of Jesus, abyss of all virtues, have mercy on us.” To 
direct our lives according to the design of God, the Author of human nature and Archetype of every human 
person, is to live virtuously. “I am the light of the world” (Jn 8:12), says Christ. We recall that Christ, God made 
man, shows us by His own example how we should live. He also gives us grace. Human effort on its own can 
never attain to participation in God’s divine life. We share in His life by His gratuitous gift of grace. Jesus 
Christ, the God-Man, wins for us every grace we receive by His offering of Himself to the Father. Consider 
this: As a Man, Christ shares our experience of earthly life; because He is God, His offering of Himself to the 
Father has infinite value. By offering Himself to the Father for our sake, Christ merits grace for the whole 
human race, because the infinite has no limits. Our participation in God’s life is what we call sanctifying grace. 
God also offers us actual graces, gifts of divine light and strength which empower us to see as God sees and to 
will what He wills in any given situation. Our greatest concern should be to imitate the virtues of Christ. Thus, 
we say at the end of the litany, “Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts like unto Thine.” It is 
critical that we ask God for the grace that He wants to give us. Many souls miss out on the grace that could 
unite them to God because they neglect to pray as they ought, or because others do not pray for them. If we are 
called to share in God’s divine life—to be what Christ is—then we too, in and with Christ, are to merit grace for 
ourselves and for others. Like Christ, we should be walking examples of holiness. With Christ, we should 
labor for the sanctification of souls. 

When our own Bishop Mark Brennan offered Mass at our parish in Advent, he quoted Christ’s words 
“I am the light of the world.” Then he pointed out that Christ also says in the Gospel, “You are the light of the 
world” (Mt 5:14). Christ says this in His Sermon on the Mount, just after giving the Beatitudes. With His own 
mouth, Jesus is calling us to be what He is! By imitating His virtues, we are to make our lives beautiful like 
His. Christ further says, “Your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your heavenly Father” (Mt 5:16). By our very nature we are social beings. God, a Trinity of three divine Persons, 
has community within His own Being. We, made in His image, are made to live, like Him, in community. 
Man’s nature is such that he comes to know himself through encounter with another who is like himself. As a 
personal being, man finds fulfillment in communion, most importantly with God, but also with his neighbors. 
The fullness of virtue, or good living, can be understood—can exist—only in the context of relationship. There 
is no such thing as virtue “in a vacuum.” (Even if I am stranded on an island, I am not utterly alone. God is 
there. I should be in communion with Him; and if I am so, then I am also united with everyone else who lives 
in Him.) Every act I do for love of God can help me and others grow closer to Him. In Christ, my prayers, 
sufferings, and good works merit grace with His prayers, sufferings, and deeds. In Christ, I can share in His 
work of bringing to others the same light He has given me. By choosing to lead a holy life, I play a real role in 
giving joy to God and my neighbors, for a soul’s divine beauty is for God and all the righteous to enjoy 
eternally in Heaven. When God grants an increase of sanctifying grace to a soul, thereby making the soul more 
like Himself, that soul’s increased beauty is for everyone’s benefit. Truly, the holier I am, the better Heaven is 
for everyone who is there. The holier I help others become, again, the better Heaven is for everyone. 

Let us ponder Christ’s Transfiguration. St. Luke tells us Christ went up Mt. Tabor “to pray.” Jesus’ 
first focus was His Father, but He was also in community with three of His Apostles. On account of His 
oneness with the Father, He radiated divine light to the Apostles. He showed them the Father’s glory. What 
about us? We are not consubstantial with the Father, as is Christ, but we ought to be “partakers of the divine 
nature” (2 Pt 1:4) through grace. Do I live in the state of grace? Do I go “up on the mountain to pray” (Lk 9:28)? 
Do I radiate Christ’s light to my neighbors by imitating His virtues? Continuing his homily, Bishop Brennan 
called on us to seek grace for ourselves and others: “Daily prayer puts us in contact with God and nourishes 
our souls. We need to make that time for God each day. … We enter the lives of others by our prayers for 
them.” We help them, too, “when we fast for them…offer our sufferings and good works for them, and speak 
about our faith to them.” The Bishop also asked our prayers and “good example” for those who have stopped 
practicing the faith on account of the clergy scandals. Let us consider how we can put into practice the words of 
Christ and our Bishop. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Mar. 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of February, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 2/14/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, 
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Mar 01
Lenten Weekday
7:15am (T)  Francescha Zimmer 

Tuesday, Mar 02 
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T)  John Chapin Engler †

Wednesday, Mar 03
St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin (opt mem)
5:00pm (P)  Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Mar 04
St. Casimir (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Nick DiMaio †

First Friday, Mar 05
Lenten Weedkay  (Abstinence)
4:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
5:00pm (T) Phillipine Sagace †

First Saturday, Mar 06
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P)  Jerry DiBacco †
5:00pm (T)  People of the Parish 

Sunday, Mar 07
Third Sunday of Lent 
9:00am (T) Joe DePollo †
11:00am (P) Edward F. & Doris Silk †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday of Lent


