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 Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806 - 1861) was one of the most prominent 
poets of the Victorian era. Her poetry was widely popular in both England and the 
United States during her lifetime. Her 1844 volume Poems made her one of the 
most popular writers in the country at the time and inspired Robert Browning to 
write to her, telling her how much he loved her work. Elizabeth had become an 
invalid and had suffered for many years, unable even to lift her head from her 
pillow. But then one day she was visited by Robert Browning. It was love at first 
sight. In just one visit, he brought her so much joy and happiness that she lifted her 
head. On his second visit, she sat up in bed. On the third visit, they started dating 
and soon got married!   

 In the First reading Job asks the question “Is not man’s life on earth a 
drudgery?”  And then at the end of the passage he says, “I shall not see happiness 
again.”  It’s hard not to sympathize with the grimness of Job’s words.  Afterall, Job 
had lost his children, his possessions, his property and even his health.  Who 
wouldn’t be devastated and discouraged.  He goes so far as to say, “My days are 
swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; they come to an end without hope.”  But in the 
midst of his devastation, he teaches us how to respond when we face difficulties in 
our lives.  And who among us does not have days when we think, “life is nothing 
more than drudgery.”  We all have those days and hopefully they aren’t as serious 
as Job’s situation was, but they are troubling to us as we live through them.  So, 
Job teaches us that we must keep the lines of communication with God open!  
Even the small trials of life can send us into a spiral of negativity.  That’s a natural 
response, but it can’t stop at that natural response.  We can’t let self-pity take over.  
We may need to vent to a trusted friend, but we must never forget to turn to God as 
well.  Tell Him your frustrations.  Tell Him about the injustice of your situation.  
Don’t hide the way you feel.  Ask Him the hard questions that are going through 
your mind.  When we are honest with God, we give Him something to work with.   

 This is exactly what Job did.  He gave God a belly full and he never lost 
faith in God.  Eventually, Job was given even more children, possessions, property 
and even his health was restored so that he could live on for many years.  Job never 
lost sight of the fact that God is everything, or we could say, Jesus is the only 
answer to the drudgery of human existence.  He is the only hope for humanity, but 
the bright side of this is that He is the ONLY hope we NEED!  This is seen more 
clearly in the Gospel.  Jesus goes into the town where Peter’s mother-in-law is sick 
and He heals her.  And it doesn’t stop there, because the town is filled with 



suffering, sick and even demon-possessed people.  He, not only announces the 
Good News, but He goes on to create good news.  Who knows how many people 
were healed that evening, how many demons were expelled!  One thing for sure 
was that the town knew that Jesus was good news for them.  He turns a miserable 
little village into a paradise of health, happiness and true freedom.   

 Think of the way it all began; by Jesus grasping the hand of Simon’s 
mother-in-law.  Jesus is Love Incarnate, and what we see in this passage is that 
Love can heal us physically.  It’s no wonder, that people were healed by coming 
into physical contact with Jesus! So, like Job, we need to go to Him in faith.  And 
yes, we can tell Him all our frustration, all our pain, all our suffering, all the 
devastation that we have experienced, but we must do it with faith and trust in the 
fact that He is Love Incarnate and His love can conquer all things.  And what better 
way can we do that, then when we allow Him to touch us in the Holy Eucharist.  
That’s how we can participate in this and be His instrument in our town.  He is 
calling us to be His love made flesh; His love personified; His love lived out.  

 This is what Elizabeth Barret Browning experienced when she met Robert 
Browning.  She was living proof that love can heal our bodies.  Love can heal 
physically.  We may not experience it as dramatically as Elizabeth and Robert 
insofar as they ended up falling in love and marrying, but I think we can all see the 
transforming power of love when it is exercised.  A depressed person sees hope 
when they experience love unexpectedly.  A child in tears is encouraged when he 
knows his Dad is there to help.  A worker is overwhelmed with the workload and 
unexpectedly someone comes to the rescue.  Think of the many ways that we are 
like Peter’s mother-in-law and Jesus disguised in a different face comes to us and 
reaches out His hand to touch us and to heal us.  That’s when life turns from 
drudgery to joy and from hopeless to hope-filled!   


