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 Some years ago, a man collapsed on a busy corner in downtown 
Brooklyn. Within minutes an ambulance rushed him to the nearest General 
Hospital. From time to time, he would regain consciousness and would keep 
calling for his son. In his wallet, the attending nurse found an old letter, which 
indicated that he had a son, who was a marine stationed in North Carolina. So 
she called and asked him to come immediately. As soon as he arrived, the nurse 
took him to the man's bedside and whispered, "Your son is here! Your son is 
here!" The old man opened his eyes, and even though he could not recognize 
the face, he noticed the marine uniform. Reaching out compassionately the 
young marine took the old man's hand and held it lovingly. Sometime later the 
nurse urged him to go out and have something to eat and drink. But the marine 
declined, only asking for a chair, so he could sit by the old man's bedside and 
keep holding his hand. Sometime before dawn the patient died. Stepping up to 
the marine, the nurse extended her sympathy. "Nurse" he stammered, "who is 
this man?" The nurse could not believe her ears. "Why?" she replied hesitantly, 
"I thought he was your father." "Quite honestly, nurse, my father died some 
time ago. I have never seen this man before in my life." "Then why did you not 
say something earlier?" asked the nurse. "I would have" answered the marine, 
"but I could see that he was too sick to realize that I wasn't his son. I could also 
see that he was slipping fast and that he needed the comfort of his son. And so I 
decided to stay."  

 Compassion is indeed a virtue that makes the love and concern of God 
a tangible reality for another human being in distress. That’s what Jesus 
showed to the leper in today’s Gospel.  It’s really quite amazing that Jesus 
never sees a blind man or a deaf man or a paralyzed man or a leper.  Jesus only 
sees a person who is in need and He offers compassion.  From the first reading, 
we know what a horrible sentence leprosy was for a person.  A leper was 
immediately homeless, without a job or even a family.  He would have to live 
outside the city, could not associate with relatives or friends, they had to warn 
people when they were approaching, their home was tombs or caves and they 
made their living by begging.  It really was the most miserable of lives to live 
as a leper.  This is why it makes Jesus’ response to the leper so incredible.  It 
shows that the power of Jesus and His love deals with sickness in a different 
way.  Jesus stretched out His hand to the isolated and sick man, touches him 
and restores both, his health and his ability to be reinstated in community.  This 



was probably the first time the leper had ever been touched, for who knows 
how long.  That contact had to be as compelling as the cure.  With that, the 
leper perceives compassion in Jesus.   

 In the case of the leper, the problem he had was exceedingly obvious.  
He suffered from a disease that rotted his flesh and deadened his nerves.  His 
problem was obvious.  What about other kinds of wounds that may not be so 
obvious?  Do you overreact or become extremely anxious, even over minor 
issues?  Perhaps you need to reach out to Jesus for an emotional healing and a 
trained counselor.  Perhaps you find yourself in a difficult relationship with 
tension and stress.  Jesus could heal that relationship by showing you how to 
love that person better.  Perhaps you’re harboring unforgiveness and 
resentment.  You may need God’s grace to help you forgive.  You might be 
stuck in a sin pattern that you don’t want to face and so you avoid bringing it 
into the light and receiving God’s mercy in Confession.  What Jesus said to the 
leper He says to us, “I do will it.  Be made clean.”  He wants to heal us of 
anything that doesn’t reflect His will for our lives.   

 As we enter into Lent on Wednesday, why not prepare for the season by 
asking the Holy Spirit to help you become aware of at least one area in your 
life in which you need His healing touch.  How might unhealed wounds be 
holding you back or causing pain to yourself or someone around you?  How 
might they be leading you away from God and into sin?  We need to call out to 
Jesus like the leper, “If you wish, you can make me clean.”   Then, like that 
marine who showed love and compassion to a total stranger, Jesus will touch us 
and hold our hand through the healing that is best for each one of us.   

 That’s precisely what we are doing here, celebrating a love that reaches 
out to us, a love that is infinite, a love that was willing to come down from His 
throne on high as Son of God and put on the weakness of our numan flesh, a 
love that was powerful enough to heal the sick and raise the dead, a love that 
restored to a poor leper not only his health, but his home and his family and in 
so doing He made Himself unclean by Jewish law because he touched a leper 
and made Himself unable to mingle with others because He was so much in 
demand.  His is a love that was willing to give everything to those He loved, 
even His own life.  But the good news is that the evil powers that took His life 
did not succeed in the end, for the gift of His life brought about resurrected life 
for all who believe in Him.  His love was too powerful to be crushed.  And in 
His love he continues to give Himself as food and drink for those who believe 
in Him; not just any food and drink, but a food and drink that will give eternal 
life.  At Mass we come to the source of all love in the Holy Eucharist with our 



own failures and sins that get in the way of our own ability to love.  Wherever 
we need healing, in our bodies, in our hearts, in our ability to be more loving 
toward others, we ask the Lord to reach out and touch us and say to us, “I do 
will it, be made clean.”     


