THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - March 07, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
LENTEN FISH FRY
The Knights of Columbus are once again having their
famous Fish Fries every Friday in Lent from 4-6 PM at
Parsons and Thomas.
Meals will be
CARRY OUT ONLY
at Our Lady of Mercy Social hall
& St. Thomas Center.
Meals consist of 8 oz. Fish, Green Beans, Mac and
Cheese, Fruit, Cole Slaw, and dinner roll.
All for a $9.00 donation.

LENT SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~
WEDNESDAYS: Immediately after 5pm Mass at Our
Lady of Mercy Church . (Wednesday Mass during
Lent will be at 5pm. )
FRIDAYS: Immediately after 5pm Mass at St. Thomas
Aquinas.

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY
Diocesan Priests’ Health & Retirement Fund
A special second collection is scheduled for this
weekend March 6-7, to support the Priests’ Health and
Retirement Association (PHRA), a fund that provides
health insurance and retirement benefits to retired
priests of the Diocese. Please take a moment to reflect on
the many years of service by our priests and how we can
take this opportunity to thank them in a very particular
way with a gift to the PHRA collection.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD:
KILLING 4,000 CHILDREN A DAY
BEFORE THEY EVER MAKE IT TO
SCHOOL. NO GUNS REQUIRED, JUST
THEIR COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR
THE SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE.

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
February 28, 2021
St. Thomas: $2,308.08
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,077.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

“Lent is a time of going very deeply
into ourselves… What is it that stands between
us and God? Between us and our brothers and
sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit?
Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it out,
without a moment’s hesitation.”
~Catherine Doherty

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

A Meditative Exhortation to Confession by: Brian Walsh
“I am the vine and you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you
can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
These words of our Blessed Lord are as straightforward as they are unequivocal and they speak to
one overarching lesson: that God is everything and we are nothing. Yet we oftentimes pretend to be
something, expending countless hours, days, and even years assured in the belief that we are fully
competent to judge of things good and evil. In truth, we are seldom alert to the hidden distortions that are
the product of our own fallen state out of which come innumerable opportunities for ignorance and selfdeception. But true sanctity, as the teaching authority of our faith never ceases to proclaim, is to be found
in the acknowledgment of our absolute dependence on God and of our constant need for struggle against
the temptations and wiles provided of our fallen nature.
The sacrament of reconciliation is for a fact drawn from all these observations and it is because of
this that it has become, in recent times, not only the most indispensable means at hand for our reunion
with God, but also the most neglected. It is the most needful precisely because it awakens us to the
fundamental reality of our dependence on Him whose only wish, if we could but put on the eyes of
divinity, is for us to live and to live more fully in “the love that moves the sun and the other stars”
(Paradiso, Canto XIII). In this awakening, we see ourselves as we truly are and, by the assistance of grace,
are inspired to the renunciation of our former life. We should throw off anything and everything that
prohibits our being carried away into the love that knows no end and for which we long and stumble halfblindly through the dark alleyways of our lives. Yet it is also the most neglected because modern man and
modern woman know virtually nothing about what it means to be spiritually alive, but who are rather
content to live in the shadows, mistaking appearance for truth. But think of the many blessings that we
obtain through frequent visitation to the sacrament. We are first reunited with the Source of all life,
whose own transforming grace rescues us from a demise more terrible than mere physical death, and in
the process glorifies our withered souls so that we shine more luminously than we ever did before.
Second, this resurrection to new life becomes a great gain to the Church, the body of Christ, since one of
its members has been restored to health. This health is never self-contained but is profusive, breaking out
into the community and revitalizing it with a truly generous gift of self as per the divine love that inspires
it. Third, the humility that calls the penitent to conversion anticipates the judgment of Almighty God,
whose anger is calmed, whose justice is quenched at the sight of genuine sorrow and surrender, for they
are the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In a word, God sees Himself in us and is pleased.
Dear friends, if only we were to examine ourselves in the light of these subliminal truths, would
we ever cease to attend on the confessional? Would it not fail to generate in us a nightly examination of
conscience for the review of those areas of our lives where sin still takes hold? Would it not inspire in us
such longing for the Lord that even the commitment of minor sins would pain us with very grief and
become cause for regular confession, not merely to vanquish the evil thus incurred but so as to, in the
words of St. Francis de Sales, “receive great strength to help you avoid them henceforth, clearer light to
discover your failings, and abundant grace to make up whatever loss you have incurred through those
faults” (Introduction to the Devout Life, 48)? Most assuredly it will. And so now, dear friends in Christ, let
us with grateful heart acknowledge our debts and humble ourselves this Lenten season; let us fix our gaze
on Him who paid the ignoble price of our first arrogance that through his example we may in turn be led
to our own crucifixion to sin, hopeful in the promise of resurrection Sunday where we will share in the
glory of life everlasting.
The Rosary remains our strongest weapon. Please use it faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin of
ABORTION and sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.
Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 584
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 32,228

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Third Sunday of Lent
Monday, Mar 08
St. John of God, Religious (opt mem)
7:15am (T) Chris Johnson

Tuesday, Mar 09
St. Frances of Rome, Religious (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner †

Wednesday, Mar 10
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (P) Joel & Cindy Goughnour

Thursday, Mar 11
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T) Michael Daniel Moran Jr. †

Friday, Mar 12
Lenten Weedkay (Abstinence)
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of February,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 3/14/21 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Apr. 2
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Saturday, Mar 13
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P) Miranda & Cedric Grace
5:00pm (T) Lucille Kotten †

Sunday, Mar 14
Fourth Sunday of Lent
9:00am (T) People of the Parish †
11:00am (P) Sr. Patricia Marren †

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco,
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

