FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - March 14, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
LENTEN FISH FRY
The Knights of Columbus are once again having their
famous Fish Fries every Friday in Lent from 4-6 PM at
Parsons and Thomas.
Meals will be
CARRY OUT ONLY
at Our Lady of Mercy Social hall
& St. Thomas Center.
Meals consist of 8 oz. Fish, Green Beans, Mac and
Cheese, Fruit, Cole Slaw, and dinner roll.
All for a $9.00 donation.

LENT SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~
WEDNESDAYS: Immediately after 5pm Mass at Our
Lady of Mercy Church . (Wednesday Mass during
Lent will be at 5pm. )
FRIDAYS: Immediately after 5pm Mass at St. Thomas
Aquinas.

PLEASE NOTE
Friday, March 19th, is the solemnity of St. Joseph! St.
Joseph is the patron of our Diocese and patron of our
universal Church. Pope Francis has declared this year the
year of St. Joseph. To celebrate the many graces through the
intercession of St. Joseph, we will have two Masses that day.
One at 3pm at Our Lady of Mercy and one at 5pm at St.
Thomas Aquinas.

If children
are the future…
…what future
does abortion
leave us with?
PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 07, 2021
St. Thomas: $2,694.14
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund: $658.25
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,405.00
Diocesan Priests’ retirement Fund: $227.00

JUST A REMINDER
The Knights of Columbus are reminded of their meeting
after the 5pm Mass in the St. Thomas Center.

“There are ways of being crucified that do
not involve rough wood or heavy nails, but
a love beyond our capacity to love, which
means a love that has been given to us by God…”
~Catherine Doherty

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (soups)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

Holy Death in a Wicked House

(The Glories of Saint Joseph by Traditions Monastiques, 2003)
During the night of January 2, 1885, an old man presented himself to a priest asking him to come to the
bedside of a dying woman and indicating the address to which he wanted to take him.
The street that the old man pointed out was one of ill repute. The old man himself was a total stranger, and
night was falling. The priest feared that it might be a trap, so he hesitated; but the old man urged him on.
“We cannot delay; it involves giving the Last Rites to a poor old woman at the point of death.”
Faced with such a sacred duty, the priest no longer hesitated and followed the messenger. The night was
bitterly cold, but the old man did not seem to notice. He went ahead and said to the priest: “I will wait for you
at the door.”
The door in front of which they stopped belonged to one of the most notorious houses of the area, and the
priest, who was carrying the Blessed Sacrament, had another moment of apprehension. But remembering that
Our Lord came to save sinners, on the instruction of his guide, he pulled hard on the bell. There was no reply.
He knocked several times, but there was still no response.
The old man was standing back at a distance, and the priest finally said to him: “As you can see, this is
hopeless. No one is coming to let us in....”
“Let me knock,” replied the mysterious person, stepping forward as the priest drew back. “As soon as the
door is opened, go in quickly. Go up the stairs and open the door of the bedroom at the end of the hall; there
you will find the dying woman.”
These strange words were spoken with such authority that the priest made no objection. The old man
knocked on the door in a peculiar way, and it opened immediately. This time the priest did not hesitate; he
entered, climbed the stairs, opened the door that had been indicated, and found a woman stretched out on a
bed of pain, who, between her cries of agony, constantly repeated: “A priest! A priest! They are going to let me
die without a priest.”
The minister of God approached her: “My daughter, a priest is here.”
But she did not believe him. “No,” she cried out. “no one in this house would care to fetch a priest.”
“My daughter, an old man brought me to you.”
“I don’t know any old man,” replied the dying woman.
Nevertheless, the priest managed, little by little, to convince her that he was indeed the minister of God for
whom she had been calling, and he offered her the sacraments.
She confessed to a long life of sin which had been weighing heavily on her conscience. She showed such
lively contrition that the priest, astonished at meeting such faith in a person so completely separated from
God, asked her if she had not kept up some devotional practice.
“None,” she said, “except a prayer that I used to recite each day to St. Joseph, to obtain a happy death.”
The priest prepared everything for the Last Rites and, during this time, several people entered the
bedroom, then left without appearing to notice him.
He gave the repentant sinner Holy Communion as well as Extreme Unction and left her only when, very
peacefully, she gave up her purified soul into the hands of Jesus Christ.
The priest was alone and did not meet anyone as he left the house and returned home.
While thinking about the events of that night and of his consoling mission, he became firmly convinced
that the charitable old man was none other than the glorious and merciful St. Joseph, patron saint of a happy
death.

†

PRAYER FOR A HAPPY DEATH

O Blessed Joseph, who didst yield thy last breath in the fond embrace of Jesus
and Mary, when the seal of death shall close my career in life, come, holy Father,
with Jesus and Mary, to aid me, and obtain for me this only solace which I ask
for in that hour, to die encircled by their holy arms. Into your sacred hands,
living and dying, Jesus, Mary, Joseph, I commend my soul. Amen.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Monday, Mar 15
Lenten Weekday
7:15am (T) Francescha Zimmer

Tuesday, Mar 16
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jerome Baok †

Wednesday, Mar 17
St. Patrick, Bishop (opt mem)
5:00pm (P) Thanksgiving for Healing

Thursday, Mar 18
St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Dr of Church (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Selma Cox †

Friday, Mar 19
St. Joseph, Spouse of BV Mary (Solemnity - Abstinence)
3:00pm (P) Joseph & Mary Deegan †
5:00pm (T) Francescha Zimmer

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of February,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 3/14/21 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Apr. 2
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Saturday, Mar 20
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P) Bill Marco & Lyndsay Hart †
5:00pm (T) Frank Hoffner †

Sunday, Mar 21
Fifth Sunday of Lent
9:00am (T) “Champ” Sedmock †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco,
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

