FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - March 21, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL
LAST FISH FRY

We’ve all been here….

The Knights of Columbus are having their
LAST Fish Fry this Friday, March 26th
from 4-6 PM at Parsons and Thomas.
Meals will be
CARRY OUT ONLY
at Our Lady of Mercy Social hall
& St. Thomas Center.
Meals consist of 8 oz. Fish, Green Beans, Mac and
Cheese, Fruit, Cole Slaw, and dinner roll.
All for a $9.00 donation.

LENT SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~
WEDNESDAY: Immediately after 5pm Mass at Our Lady
of Mercy Church . (Wednesday Mass during
Lent will be at 5pm. )

SHE SAID YES!
The Annunciation of the Lord is when the angel Gabriel
announced to Mary that she would bear the Son of God,
Jesus Christ. It also marks her acceptance, her Fiat, of
God’s will. The Annunciation falls on Thursday, March
25th, it is not a holy day of obligation, however it is a
Solemnity. Two Masses will be held for this very special
occasion, 12:00 Noon at Our Lady of Mercy and at
5:00pm at St. Thomas Aquinas. Please come and honor
our Lord and our Lady!

CAN YOU HELP, WILL YOU HELP?
The vatican urges everyone concerned for the sanctity of
life to protest the use of abortion-derived cell lines and
advocate for the development of vaccines with no
connection to abortion. To make it easier to take this
action, we provide sample letters to pharmaceutical
companies, at the link below, that are using abortion
derived cell lines to produce and/or test vaccines.
https://www.usccb.org/resources/letters-pharmaceuticalcompanies

stop considering YOURSELF
more valuable than others.
PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 14, 2021
St. Thomas: $2,112.49
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,020.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

“This is my body, which is given for you” by Jonathan Mann
As Western society has been de-Christianized, the original and most important meaning of the word
victim has lost its familiarity. Today we commonly use the word in reference to someone who experiences
loss or injury, often from another person’s wrongdoing. We hear on news channels and read on the web about
victims of murder, libel, and car accidents. Yet before the word took on its general sense, in which it refers to
anyone who suffers harm, it had a long-established, more specific meaning. For millennia the Latin word
victima, introduced into English as victim, has referred to the animal offered in a sacrifice. The Chosen People
of the Old Covenant would sacrifice animals to God at the Temple in Jerusalem. For God’s people, the
concept of a victim implied excellence, purity, and totality. The lamb sacrificed at Passover, for example, was
supposed to be “unblemished”; the animal’s death, which put an end to its living existence and took it out of
man’s use, made the offering total.
When Jesus Christ, true God, came to earth as a Man, He became in its fullness what the animal
sacrifices had been imperfectly. The animals offered by the Jews were proxies or substitutes, but Christ came
to offer Himself. The animal victims prefigured Christ, the divine Lamb, Who alone could satisfy the infinite
debt that we owe God for our sins; and they showed God’s immense mercy, since He was willing to accept
animal victims and let the sinners go free. By offering Himself, Christ paid the infinite debt due to our sins—
a debt which no animal, in fact, no mere man, could ever cover. And He, like the animal victim, endured
sacrificial death so that we sinners can receive freedom and life. An Old Testament sacrifice did express a
Jewish person’s self-offering to God, but in a symbolic way. When Christ shed His own blood on the Cross,
He became the sacrificial victim in a radical and literal way, performing a more perfect offering of self than
the Jews had done. He expressed His offering of Himself on Holy Thursday night when He said, “This is My
body, which is given for you” (Luke 22:19). Jesus Christ is the Victim of divine love.
Nine months before Christmas, on March 25, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Annunciation. The Annunciation is the mystery of Jesus Christ’s conception in the womb of the Virgin Mary.
Although this is a joyful occasion, it is not out of character with Lent. At the Annunciation, Christ took upon
Himself the body which He would later give us in the Eucharist on Holy Thursday, the body which would die
on the Cross on Good Friday. In his Letter to the Hebrews, St. Paul tells us that Christ’s self-offering is the
reality that the Old Testament sacrifices pointed to: “…when Christ came into the world, He said, ‘Sacrifices
and offerings You have not desired, but a body You have prepared for Me…” (Heb 10:5). This is My body,
which is given for you. When we look at the crucifix, it is important to remember that Jesus is not a victim in
the modern sense. His life was not taken from Him. He is a victim in the sacrificial sense, i.e., He gave His life
away—and He did so out of perfect generosity. Further, by offering His body in sacrifice, Christ offered His
Father the whole life He lived in His body: the activities He did in the home with Mary and Joseph, His
journeys to Jerusalem, His preaching, His miracles, and His conversations with His friends. Christ offered the
Father everything He ever did. How different is the spirit of Christ from a secular attitude: This is MY body! I
can force it to produce life, reorient it, or blot out its procreative power. St. Paul writes to the Corinthians,
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God?” (1
Cor 6:19). Let us consider what it means that the human body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. What is a
temple if not God’s dwelling place, where sacrifice is offered to Him? This is my body, which is given for you.
Jesus offered His life to the Father in a bloody manner one time, long ago, on Calvary. But in Heaven,
in His glorified body, He offers Himself to the Father forever. And at every Mass He offers Himself to the
Father under the appearances of bread and wine. By our baptism we are members of Christ’s mystical body,
the Church. For this reason, everyone who is baptized shares in Christ’s Sacrifice. For a baptized person, the
words “This is my body” have layers of meaning, and they are very personal. When the priest, acting in
persona Christi, says these words at Mass, I should inwardly but deliberately offer Christ to the Father, and I
should offer myself with Christ. The Eucharist completes my life because, as I share in Christ’s Sacrifice, I
offer to God every good act I do and everything I experience. The sufferings I offer become my contribution
to Christ’s payment for our debt of sin. Let us imitate Mary, Jesus’ perfect follower. She gave God her body by
consecrating her virginity to Him, by offering her chaste womb that He might take His body from hers, by
every act she performed in her entire life. May her prayers help us to offer ourselves with Christ more
perfectly day by day, and to receive Him with great love.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Monday, Mar 22
Lenten Weekday
No Mass

Tuesday, Mar 23
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Pat Hoffner

Wednesday, Mar 24
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (P) Special Intention (C. Siwek)

Thursday, Mar 25
The Annunciation of the Lord (Solemnity)
12:00 (Noon) Francescha Zimmer
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †

Friday, Mar 26
Lenten Weekday (Abstinence)
5:00pm (T) Frank & Antonia Okolish †

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of April,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 4/11/21 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Apr. 2
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Saturday, Mar 27
Lenten Weekday
9:00am (P) Pat Ricottilli †
5:00pm (T) Fr. Lino Ebejer †

Sunday, Mar 28
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
9:00am (T) John Lawrence †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco,
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

