PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD - March 28, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL

DIVINE Mercy SUNDAY

We don’t want you to be poor,
hungry, unloved, or unwanted

So we will just kill you instead.

Jesus, I Trust in You!
Jesus requested that the feast of Divine Mercy be preceded
by a novena (beginning on Good Friday) consisting of the
recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet and the prayer for
the day. The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast
consists in the reception of Holy Communion in the state
of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the
intentions of the holy Father as well as sacramental
confession within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy Father has
said that any time during Lent is sufficient,) and no
attachment to sin. We will celebrate this feast next
Sunday, April 11 at Our Lady of Mercy beginning with our
11:00am Mass, followed by a time for lunch break and
then Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament beginning at
1:00pm until 3:00pm (The Hour of Mercy).

TWO SECOND COLLECTIONS THIS WEEK
HOLY LAND COLLECTION: (Good Friday - April 2nd)
Not only preserves our revered holy sites, but supports the
work of the Franciscans in the Holy Land.
EDUCATION OF SEMINARIANS: (Sunday, April 4th)
Provides financial support to help defray the cost of educating
young men in the seminary who are discerning a call to the
priesthood in our Diocese.

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are in the back of the church for those of you who
would like to make donations to the Easter Flower Fund.

BEER, BRATS, AND BOCCE
Knights and guests are invited to an evening of Easter
celebration of April 8th after the 5pm Mass in Thomas. More
information next week.

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 21, 2021
St. Thomas: $1,824.06
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,596.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

“This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.” by Jonathan Mann
In her novel Death Comes for the Archbishop, set in the Southwest of the late nineteenth century, American
writer Willa Cather provides a glimpse into the lives of two missionary priests from France. Cather bases her
characters on real historic figures, the first Archbishop of Santa Fe and a priest-friend of his, who would
eventually become the first Bishop of Denver. An interesting, even puzzling characteristic of the book is the
meagerness of the plot. Episode after episode depicts typical events in the life of any devout, faithful priest.
Bishop Latour and his assistant offer Mass. They travel to visit the souls under their care. They listen to the
troubles of the poor and give what help they can. They cook dinner…occasionally play dominoes…stand up
against scandalous clergy. They prepare souls for death. These two men often enough face the adventures one
would expect of an area barely settled; but such events seem to take secondary importance as, over the course
of many years, they are assimilated by two lives which take their perspective from a goal beyond this world.
Near the end of his life, decades after leaving his homeland to labor in America, Bishop Latour pauses with
his carriage driver outside Santa Fe to admire a sunset. At the driver’s remark, a thought crosses the Bishop’s
mind:
“A fine sunset, Father. See how red the mountains are growing; Sangre de Cristo.”
Yes, Sangre de Cristo [Blood of Christ]; but no matter how scarlet the sunset, those red hills
never became vermilion, but a more and more intense rose-carnelian; not the colour of living blood,
the Bishop had often reflected, but the colour of the dried blood of saints and martyrs….
What becomes clearer as the novel reaches its conclusion is that the entire story is the death of the
Archbishop. The narrative does not reach its climax in a suspenseful last stand or a brilliant display of
heroism. While still young, a humble man lays down his life with Christ, and he continues to pour his life out
until he has spent it all. The heroism of the Archbishop’s death is something that grows as he daily follows
his vocation.
In his Gospel account, as he begins to narrate the events of Holy Thursday night, St. John writes of Jesus
that, “having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end” (Jn. 13:1). Let us recall that
Jesus is the sacrificial Victim Who went beyond the sacrifices of the Old Covenant by radically and totally
offering Himself. Christ expressed His self-offering with the words “This is My body, which is given for
you,” and we the baptized, as members of His mystical body, are called to offer Him to the Father and to offer
ourselves with Him. Christ’s offering of Himself does indeed make a gift to the Father of His entire life, with
all the good and enjoyable activities proper to human nature, but His offering also includes the sacrificial
elements of suffering and death in reparation for sins. The day after Jesus said these words at the Last Supper,
He consummated His Sacrifice by dying on the Cross. When He instituted the Eucharist, Christ specifically
expressed the sacrificial character of His offering. After consecrating the bread into His body, He separately
consecrated the wine into His blood with the words, “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many” (Mk 14:24). The separate consecrations of the bread and the wine into Christ’s body and blood
signify the separation of His body and blood in death. In His desire to glorify His Father and restore divine
life to our souls, Jesus did not merely give of Himself. He gave all that a man could give, till there was nothing
left. Jesus’ self-emptying love led Him to the Cross, but it has ultimately won the Resurrection and the
salvation of souls.
We who are baptized into Christ are called both to offer our bodies with His body and to shed our blood
with His blood. There are some who spend their lives trying not to lose their lives. They hold on to their
possessions, their youth, their pleasures. Yet what can we gain by trying to outrun death? Who wants, when
that inevitable event comes, to be eulogized for having had wealth, good looks, or a painless life? Mary
Magdalen solicited love from many men who sought only pleasure, but she knew her true Lover by the
wounds He bore for her sake. When the Archbishop’s blood, like His Master’s, was dry—spent—how many,
many spiritual children had received supernatural life through his ministry? Have not many children received
birth through a mother’s painful labor and bread by the sweat of a father’s brow? Invocations from the Litany
of the Precious Blood can assist our reflection: Blood of Christ, shed profusely in the Scourging, save us. Blood
of Christ, poured out on the Cross, save us. Blood of Christ, price of our salvation, save us. Blood of Christ,
stream of mercy, save us. Blood of Christ, relief of the burdened, save us. Blood of Christ, hope of the penitent,
save us. Blood of Christ, consolation of the dying, save us.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Monday, Mar 29
Monday of Holy Week
7:15am (T) The Sagace Family

Tuesday, Mar 30
Tuesday of Holy Week
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco †

Wednesday, Mar 31
Lenten Weekday
5:00pm (P) Angel and Browme Krosmico †
(Stations of the Cross)

Thursday, Apr 01
HOLY THURSDAY
7:00pm (T) Priests of the Diocese

Friday, Apr 02
GOOD FRIDAY (Fast & Abstinence)
3:00pm (T) Solemn Stations of the Cross
6:00pm (P) The Passion of our Lord

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of April,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 4/11/21 at 7:30 AM

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Apr. 2
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

Saturday, Apr 03
HOLY SATURDAY
8:00pm (T) Margarite Zizunas †

Sunday, Apr 04
EASTER SUNDAY
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!
If you would like to make a contribution to our
parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Kathy Kotten (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco,
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency,
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

