
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

EASTER SUNDAY - April 04, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY   

St. Thomas:   $2,918.84

         Our Lady of Mercy:   $1,045.00
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 21, 2021

EDUCATION OF SEMINARIANS:  (Sunday, April 4th) 
Provides financial support to help defray the cost of educating 
young men in the seminary who are discerning a call to the 
priesthood in our Diocese.

DIVINE Mercy SUNDAY

The altar flowers at St. Thomas Aquinas Church are in loving 
memory of Guido DiBacco, R.R. Flanagan, Virginia Flanagan, 
deceased members of the Morvay family, deceased members 
of the Halapy family, deceased members of the Koller family, 
Franklin Finch, Fred & Jennie Pratt, Dominic Pratt & all 
deceased from Covid 19.
The altar flowers at Our Lady of Mercy are in loving memory 
of the deceased members of the Goughnour family, Deceased 
members of Our Lady of Mercy, Ben & Lela Long, Frances and 
Arley Mason, and Jerry DiBacco.

Jesus requested that the feast of Divine 
Mercy be preceded by a novena 
(beginning on Good Friday) consisting of 
the recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet 
and the prayer for the day. The Plenary 
Indulgence associated with this feast 
consists in the reception of Holy 
Communion in the state of grace on 
Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the 

BEER, BRATS, AND BOCCE

Knights and guests are invited to an evening of Easter 
celebration on Thursday, April 8th after the 5pm Mass in 
Thomas. There is a sign up sheet in the back of the church so 
we can plan on numbers for food.

intentions of the holy Father as well as sacramental confession 
within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy Father has said that any 
time during Lent is sufficient,) and no attachment to sin.  We 
will celebrate this feast next Sunday, April 11 at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church beginning with our 11:00am Mass, followed by 
a time for  lunch break and then Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  beginning at 1:00pm until 3:00pm (The Hour of 
Mercy). Please join us!

Calling a child 
-unwanted-

says nothing about the child, 
and everything 

about the person using that term.

PRO-LIFE CORNER

"Easter says you can put truth in a grave, 
but it won't stay there." - Clarence W. Hall 

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way.



Christ is Risen! Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Indeed He is Risen! Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

JESUS AND THE EASTER BUNNY
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

     Ask your average heathen youngster what Easter is all about and he'll tell you about the Easter 
bunny, and finding Easter baskets filled with that annoying grass that seems to stick to household 
furnishings long after Easter is past. And those pastel foil-covered, football things that are a sorry 
excuse for real chocolate. And, of course, there are Easter eggs to dye and jelly beans — you've got 
to have jelly beans. Black beans are best. 
     "And mommy, that's what Easter is." 
     "Oh, Jason, how cute." 
     How sad! Most children today don't know beans about what Easter really means.
     Why don't you tell the story of Jesus to your children or grandchildren this Easter? Tell them 
about the man who is God's Son, who came to show people the love God has for them. Tell them 
how evil people murdered him by nailing him to a cross. Tell them how Jesus was buried in a 
rock-hewn tomb. Let them hear how the Roman soldiers were powerless the morning of that third 
day when the stone rolled away and Jesus walked forth alive. 
     Tell your children that because of Jesus, even though people may die, they will not stay dead. 
That they can live forever with Jesus, and even their bodies will be raised from the dead just like 
Jesus' body was.
     Now I'm sure that Jesus loves bunnies — he made them. And probably chocolate, too. But don't 
you think he gets a little impatient with parents and grandparents who exalt a rabbit over the 
Savior? And on his own special Day, too?
     How about it? Will you tell them the real story this year? Maybe even take them to church 
where they'll hear the story told by experienced Sunday school teachers? Sure, buy some jelly 
beans and a wad of that clingy grass for their baskets. But don't suppress the real, fascinating 
truth of Jesus' triumph over death.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
May 7

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of April, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 4/11/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, 
Sara Fletcher & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Apr 05
Monday within the Octave of Easter
7:15am (T)  Clayton Lee Shephard †

Tuesday, Apr 06
Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
5:00pm (T)  Loretta DiMaio †

Wednesday, Apr 07
Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
9:00am (P)  Poor Souls in Purgatory †
(Stations of the Cross)

Thursday, Apr 08
Thursday within the Octave of Easter
5:00pm  (T) Mosco Family †

Friday, Apr 09
Friday within the Octave of Easter
5:00pm (T) Franz Lanthaler †

Saturday, Apr 10
Saturday within the Octave of Easter
9:00am (P) Leonard & Rose Usnik †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner †

Sunday, Apr 11
Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy)  
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Easter Sunday


