
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY) - April 11, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

THIS IS THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH!

A BIBLE STUDY ON TRUST IN GOD  

St. Thomas:   $3,095.06
Education of Seminarians: $403.00

Holy Land: $221.00
         Our Lady of Mercy:   $1,275.00

Education of Seminarians: $315.00
Holy Land: $170.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 04, 2021

DIVINE Mercy SUNDAY

BOCCE NIGHT

 We will celebrate this feast today, Sunday, 
April 11 at Our Lady of Mercy Church 
beginning with our 11:00am Mass, followed 
by a time for  lunch break and then 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
beginning at 1:00pm until 3:00pm (The Hour 
of Mercy). Please join us!

We will have another Thursday evening of Bocce.  Come to 
Evening prayer at 5PM and then have some fun on the Bocce 
court in the Parish hall.  All are welcome.

Why are we observing this special year to remember and honor 
St. Joseph? There are two basic reasons. First, St. Joseph is a 
model for every Christian, male and female, young and old, 
because of his outstanding virtues: his willingness to do God’s 
will even when difficult; his courage in the face of adversity; 
his prudence; his love for Mary and Jesus; and his daily work 
to support his family. Second, as the patron of our Diocese, we 
have a special relationship with him and should call upon him 
frequently to help us by his prayers. We can all benefit from 
meditating on St. Joseph’s admirable life of faith and love and 
from seeking his intercession before the Lord on our behalf. 

The theme for this month of April is 
JOSEPH, HOPE OF THE SICK 

Try writing to sick and homebound individuals, encouraging 
them, and letting them know you’re praying for them. 

Take the names of sick people asking for prayers, found on the 
back of the bulletin, and specifically pray for those people.

              Hearts 
                           Minds 
                                       Lives

CHANGE

PRAY TO END ABORTION

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Ps 22:1
A study of God’s unfailing love and mercy toward His people

Wednesday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas

Series begins on April 21st and 22nd 
Light food will be provided

For I know that my Redeemer lives…. then from my flesh I shall 
see God. Job 19:25-26

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way



A Beginner’s Guide to Eucharistic Adoration, by Sarah Zentner
My first experience with Eucharistic Adoration occurred in sixth grade at my Catholic elementary 

school when my homeroom teacher took my entire class to the church to pray in silence in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament. If you’re thinking it was difficult for 35 12-year-olds to sit still and pray in silence for an 
hour, then you’d be right. We squirmed and fidgeted and poked our neighbors to avoid giving our undivided 
attention to the Lord. Our behavior earned a mild scolding from our soft-spoken teacher, who reminded us of 
Jesus’ own words in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before he was crucified: “So you could not keep 
watch with me for one hour?”

After that, I didn’t go to Adoration again for many years. First, there was the challenge of carving out 
an hour in the middle of the week to get there, when so many other activities and errands felt more pressing. 
Secondly, I was worried that Adoration might only be for super holy people — ones who spend time with God 
in perfect, prayerful contentment. My mind is full of worldly concerns and distractions, so maybe Adoration 
wasn’t for me. Finally, my inner, fidgety sixth grader was concerned Adoration might be, well, boring. I 
assumed a Holy Hour would look like waiting for a big revelation from God and hearing nothing but crickets.

After moving to Colorado, though, I discovered that my new parish had a perpetual Adoration chapel, 
which meant I could sit with the Blessed Sacrament at any time of the day or night. And despite my years of 
doubts, I somehow found myself wanting to try again. Here are some things that helped me commit to weekly 
Adoration:
It’s not all about me.  Like Mass, Adoration isn’t necessarily about what we will get out of it. True, the graces 
dispensed by God help us grow in holiness, but the primary purpose of Adoration is right there in the name of 
the act: to adore the One present to us in the Eucharist.
Just be.  Remember that you don’t actually have to do anything. The Catholic faith recognizes that the greatest 
gift God gives us is himself, and Adoration is another way for us to recognize that gift outside of receiving the 
Eucharist at Mass. So, don’t overthink it. Just receive the gift.
Pray (with a little help).  If it’s been a while since you’ve entered the Adoration chapel and you’re worried you 
might be a little bored (that’s understandable!), or you have no idea where to start (it’s okay!), I’ll offer the 
following suggestions:
Pray the rosary. To contemplate the mysteries of Jesus’ life in the rosary is to contemplate the mystery of the 
Eucharist given to us and the Blessed Sacrament we praise in Adoration. Pairing these prayers is a great habit.
Write in your prayer journal. Writing in a prayer journal is a great way of making your relationship with God 
seem more tangible, since we’re getting the words out of our heads and onto the paper. Think of the practice as 
writing a letter to God. Take your worries and lay them down during Adoration. Or write to him about 
everything that’s going well in your life.
Listen to praise and worship music. Music can be a very effective way to focus our thoughts on God. Just make 
sure you have headphones that will keep everyone else in your vicinity from hearing your music if they’d 
rather spend their time in meditative prayer. I usually find that slow, reflective melodies work best for this 
environment.
Read. While Adoration isn’t really the time to break out that thriller you’ve been working your way through, it 
is a great opportunity to pull out a book by one of the saints (such as the Diary of St. Faustina, St. Francis De 
Sales’ Introduction to the Devout Life, or St. Thérèse’ autobiography The Story of a Soul. Or prayerfully 
consider a few lines of the Catechism. You may also choose to read a set of devotional essays like Caryll 
Houselander’s The Reed of God, which is full of meditations on Mary. And of course, don’t forget the Bible!

You don’t have to sit still during your Holy Hour in order to make it count. It’s okay for it to be a 
natural extension of the rest of your prayer life. So, if there’s something that really helps you focus your prayer, 
bring it to Adoration. Most of all, remember to receive the gift of Christ in the Eucharist and just be present to 
God.
Sarah, freelance writer and student in literature, loves to offer an encounter with God’s goodness through the 
written word. sarahzentner.com
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We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the 

most Blessed Sacrament!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
May 7

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of April, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 4/11/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Madonna DiBacco, 
Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Apr 12
Easter Weekday
7:15am (T)  No Mass

Tuesday, Apr 13
St. Martin I, Pope and Martyr
5:00pm (T)  No Mass, EVENING PRAYER

Wednesday, Apr 14
Easter Weekday
9:00am (P)  No Mass, MORNING PRAYER

Thursday, Apr 15
Easter Weekday
5:00pm  (T) No Mass, EVENING PRAYER

Friday, Apr 16
Easter Weekday
5:00pm (T) No Mass

Saturday, Apr 17
Saturday within the Octave of Easter
9:00am (P) Fr. Warren Keene
5:00pm (T)  Sheila Slater †

Sunday, Apr 18
Third Sunday of Easter  
9:00am (T) People of the Parish
11:00am (P) Butch & Kathy DiBacco & Family (liv & dec) 

*Please note:  Fr. Grassi will be out of town Monday, 
                      April 12th, thru Friday, April 16th.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)


