
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  - May 09, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY  

St. Thomas:   $3,474.08

         Our Lady of Mercy:   $1,237.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 2, 2021

DEAR PARISHIONERS OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

SAVE THE DATE

CEMETERY CLEANUP

FOOD, FUN, BOCCE AND A MOVIE!!!

Come and join the Knights of Columbus this Friday, May 
14th, for a fun evening of bocce ball, pizza, refreshments and 
a movie with popcorn! We will begin with Mass at 5pm at 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Church and then meet at the 
Knights of Columbus Park immediately after for the rest of 
the events. The movie will begin around 7pm. We will be 
showing the “new” Fatima movie that just came out in 2020. 
You do not want to miss this fun evening!

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 May 14 - Movie night at Knights of Columbus Park
 May 22/23 - Catholic Sharing Appeal Commitment Weekend
 May 29 - Dcn. Phillip Szabo’s priestly ordination at St. James           
                  Church in Charlestown at 11am
 May 30 - Cemetery 2nd collection

Deacon Phillip Szabo will be ordained to the priesthood on 
Saturday, May 29th at 11am. The ordination will be held at 
St. James Catholic Church in Charles Town, WV. All are 
welcome. If you are interested in attending, please sign up in 
the back of the church. If enough people sign up our parish 
may secure a bus.

Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from on 
top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary Cemetery 
in preparation for spring grounds upkeep.   Thank you!

To honor our heavenly Mother we will have the May 
crowning at the beginning of both Masses. Immediately 
following Mass, the Knights of Columbus will be providing 
“breakfast in a bag” in honor of all of our mothers.

No gift to your mother 
can ever equal 
her gift to you

 ~ LIFE ~

Thank you so much for taking the time to send up your 
prayers for Colter and me! Colter is perfectly healthy, he’s 
passed all his tests! We both are doing so well, happy and 
healthy! We both appreciate all the good thoughts and 
prayers you sent our way! Thank you again! ~Kelci &Colter

ATTENTION LADIES OF OLM
We will meet immediately following the 11am Mass on May 
16th in the social hall, to discuss plans for Fr. Grassi’s going 
away get together.

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
The Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin of 
ABORTION and sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 526     ~      Total Rosaries since May 2016: 33,957

A Mother's Sacrifice
   My mom only had one eye. I hated her... she was such an embarrassment. My mom ran a small shop at a flea 
market. She collected little weeds and such to sell... anything for the money we needed she was such an 
embarrassment. 
   There was this one day during elementary school. I remember that it was field day, and my mom came. I was 
so embarrassed. How could she do this to me? I threw her a hateful look and ran out. The next day at 
school..."Your mom only has one eye?!" and they taunted me.
   I wished that my mom would just disappear from this world so I said to my mom, "Mom, why don't you have 
the other eye?! You're only going to make me a laughingstock. Why don't you just die?" My mom did not 
respond. I guess I felt a little bad, but at the same time, it felt good to think that I had said what I'd wanted to 
say all this time.
Maybe it was because my mom hadn't punished me, but I didn't think that I had hurt her feelings very badly. 
That night...I woke up, and went to the kitchen to get a glass of water. My mom was crying there, so quietly, as 
if she was afraid that she might wake me. I took a look at her, and then turned away. Because of the thing I had 
said to her earlier, there was something pinching at me in the corner of my heart. Even so, I hated my mother 
who was crying out of her one eye. So I told myself that I would grow up and become successful, because I 
hated my one-eyed mom and our desperate poverty.
   Then I studied really hard. I left my mother and went to the City and studied, and got accepted in a famous 
University with all the confidence I had. Then, I got married. I bought a house of my own. Then I had kids, too. 
Now I'm living happily as a successful man. I like it here because it's a place that doesn't remind me of my 
mom.
   This happiness was getting bigger and bigger, when someone unexpected came to see me "What?! Who's 
this?!" ...It was my mother...Still with her one eye. It felt as if the whole sky was falling apart on me. My little 
girl ran away, scared of my mom's eye.
   And I asked her, "Who are you? I don't know you!!!" as if I tried to make that real. I screamed at her "How 
dare you come to my house and scare my daughter! GET OUT OF HERE! NOW!!!" And to this, my mother 
quietly answered, "oh, I'm so sorry. I may have gotten the wrong address," and she disappeared. Thank 
goodness... she doesn't recognize me. I was quite relieved. I told myself that I wasn't going to care, or think 
about this for the rest of my life.
   Then a wave of relief came upon me...one day, a letter regarding a school reunion came to my house. I lied to 
my wife saying that I was going on a business trip. After the reunion, I went down to the old shack, that I used 
to call a house...just out of curiosity, there I found my mother fallen on the cold ground. But I did not shed a 
single tear. She had a piece of paper in her hand.... it was a letter to me.
   She wrote:  My son...
   I think my life has been long enough now. And... I won't visit Seoul anymore... but would it be too much to       
   ask if I wanted you to come visit me once in a while? I miss you so much. And I was so glad when I heard you 
   were coming for the reunion. But I decided not to go to the school.... For you... I'm sorry that I only have one  
   eye, and I was an embarrassment for you. You see, when you were very little, you got into an accident, and   
   lost your eye. As a mother, I couldn't stand watching you having to grow up with only one eye... so I gave you    
   mine...I was so proud of my son that was seeing a whole new world for me, in my place, with that eye. I was   
   never upset at you for anything you did. The couple times that you were angry with me.
   I thought to myself, 'it's because he loves me.' I miss the times when you were still young around me. I miss   
   you so much. I love you. You mean the world to me.
My world shattered!!! Then I cried for the person who lived for me... My Mother



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

“Nowhere does Jesus hear our 
prayers more readily than in the 

Blessed Sacrament.” 
- Blessed Henry Suso 

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
June 4th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of May, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 5/09/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, May 10
St. Damien de Veuster, priest (opt mem)
7:15am (T) Jake Pillis †

Tuesday, May 11
Easter Weekday
5:00pm (T) Teno Oliveto †

Wednesday, May 12
St. Nereus & Achilleus, martyrs (opt mem); 
St. Pancras, martyr (opt mem) 
9:00am (P) The deceased members of the DiMaio Family † 

Thursday, May 13
Our Lady of Fatima (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Ned Killeen †

Friday, May 14
St. Matthias, Apostle (Feast) 
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph †

Saturday, May 15
St. Isidore, patron of farmers (opt mem) 
9:00am (P) Katie Curran †
5:00pm (T) Sunny Farotto 

Sunday, May 16
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (solemnity)
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 


