
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

PENTECOST SUNDAY - May 23, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

DINNER MEETING 
Society of St. Thomas Women 

St. Thomas:   $2,282.00

         Our Lady of Mercy:   $847.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 16, 2021

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

CEMETERY SECOND COLLECTION

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 May 22/23 - Catholic Sharing Appeal Commitment Weekend
 May 23 - Peter’s Pence 2nd collection
 May 29 - Dcn. Phillip Szabo’s priestly ordination at St. James           
                  Church in Charles Town at 11am
 May 30 - Cemetery 2nd collection
 May 31 - Memorial Day—9am Cemetery Mass
 June 7/8 -“What Do Catholics Believe and Why?” Come and learn! 

2021 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

A re-organization meeting of the Society of St. Thomas 
Women will be held on June 1, 2021, at the St. Thomas 
Center, beginning at 6pm. In appreciation to Father Grassi 
for all of his support and help to the Society, a dinner will 
follow.
All members of the Society (All women are automatically 
members!) who wish to attend the dinner meeting are asked 
to phone, PRIOR TO MAY 24, 2021, either: 

Emily Lambruno - (304) 463-4136
  Betty Woods - (304) 463 4503

                           Dottie Wilson - (304) 463 4693

The PETER’S PENCE collection enables the Holy Father to 
respond with emergency financial assistance to requests to 
aid the neediest throughout the world—those who suffer as a 
result of war, oppression, and natural disasters. 

For more than a decade, the Catholic Sharing Appeal (CSA) 
has been providing support to ministries, services, and 
programs throughout the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, as 
well as for parishes and missions. This week you should have 
received a letter from Bishop Brennan asking you to join him 
in making a sacrificial gift to the CSA. Please pray for our 
parish and our diocese, and prayerfully consider sharing your 
many gifts, whether it be a financial gift to the CSA or a gift 
of your time to a new ministry. Together, we can fulfill our 
calling for a stronger, brighter future.

A 2nd collection will be taken up next weekend, May 29/30 
for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund. Donations will be used to 
defray the maintenance costs at the cemetery.  Special 
envelopes will be provided.  (Please make checks payable to:  
Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)  

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way



From The Rosary of the Virgin Mary
Apostolic Letter of Pope St. John Paul II, 2002

“I willingly entrust to the power of this prayer the cause of peace in the world and 
the cause of the family.”

The Rosary, though clearly Marian in character, is at heart a Christ-centered prayer.  …It has all the 
depth of the Gospel message….  It is an echo of the prayer of Mary, her timeless Magnificat, “My 
soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord…,” for the work of the redemptive Incarnation which 
began in her virginal womb. With the Rosary, the Christian people sits at the school of Mary and is 
led to contemplate the beauty of the face of Christ and to experience the depths of his love. 
Through the Rosary, the faithful receive abundant grace, as though from the very hands of the 
Mother of the Redeemer. …

We are enabled to enter naturally into Christ's life and, as it were, to share his deepest feelings. 
Blessed Bartolo Longo has written: “Just as two friends, frequently in each other's company, tend to 
develop similar habits, so too, by holding familiar converse with Jesus and the Blessed Virgin, by 
meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary and by living the same life in Holy Communion, we can 
become, to the extent of our lowliness, similar to them. We can learn from [Jesus and Mary] a life of 
humility, poverty, hiddenness, patience and perfection.”

In this process of being conformed to Christ in the Rosary, we entrust ourselves in a special way to 
the maternal care of the Blessed Virgin. She who is both the Mother of Christ and a member of the 
Church…is, at the same time, the “Mother of the Church.” … The Rosary mystically transports us 
to Mary's side as she is busy watching over the human growth of Christ in the home of Nazareth. 
This enables her to train us and to mold us with the same care, until Christ is “fully formed” in us 
(cf. Gal 4:19). …  

My episcopal motto, Totus Tuus – “I am ALL YOURS, O Mary!” is inspired by the teaching of St. 
Louis Marie de Montfort. He explained Mary's role in the process of our configuration to Christ 
with the following words: “Our entire perfection consists in being conformed, united and 
consecrated to Jesus Christ.  … Since Mary is, of all creatures, the one most conformed to Jesus 
Christ, it follows that, of all devotions, the devotion which most consecrates and conforms a soul to 
our Lord is devotion to Mary, his Holy Mother. The more a soul is consecrated to her, the more it 
will be consecrated to Jesus Christ.”  Never as in the Rosary do the life of Jesus and that of Mary 
appear so deeply joined. Mary lives only in Christ and for Christ! …

The Church has always attributed particular effectiveness to this prayer [the Rosary]….  At times 
when Christianity itself seemed under threat, its deliverance was attributed to the power of this 
prayer, and Our Lady of the Rosary was acclaimed as the one whose intercession brought salvation. 
Today I willingly entrust to the power of this prayer…the cause of peace in the world and the cause 
of the family.

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
The Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin of 
ABORTION and sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces.
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 430     ~      Total Rosaries since May 2016: 34,387



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

“Nowhere does Jesus hear our 
prayers more readily than in the 

Blessed Sacrament.” 
- Blessed Henry Suso 

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
June 4th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of June, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 5/13/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, May 24
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church (opt mem)
7:15am (T)  Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Tuesday, May 25
St. Bede the Venerable, priest & doctor of the Church;
St. Gregory VII, Pope; 
St. Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, virgin (opt mems)
5:00pm (T)  Tom Peters †

Wednesday, May 26
St. Philip Neri, Priest (opt mem)
9:00am (P)  Margie Kersten † 

Thursday, May 27
St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Michael Fortini †

Friday, May 28
Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Vince DiBacco †

Saturday, May 29
St. Paul VI, Pope (opt mem) 
9:00am (P)  Dennis Grassi †
5:00pm (T)  Marshall Long †

Sunday, May 30
The Most Holy Trinity
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Pentecost Sunday 


