
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST  - June 06, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Macaroni and cheese)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION

St. Thomas:   $4,138.16
Cemetery Collection:  $897.50

         Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,081.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 30, 2021

CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 June 6 - 2010 Corp. meeting at 2pm at the ST. THOMAS CENTER
 June 7/8 -“What Do Catholics Believe and Why?” Come & learn!
 June 20 - 2nd collection - Solidarity fund for the Church in Africa 

FATHER’S DAY CARDS 

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Starting in June, classes will be offered once per month on 
different topics.  These classes will help you dive deeper into 
the things you THOUGHT you knew.  

The first class will begin on:
Monday, June 7th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Tuesday, June 8th after Mass in Thomas

Presentors: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler
All are welcome to come and learn! Please watch bulletin for 

next months class in July.

To give glory and honor to the Most Precious Body and Blood 
of Jesus we will have a procession immediately after the 11 AM 
Mass in Parsons.  We will process around the block and then 
return to the church for benediction.  We hope that many of you 
will participate in this wonderful Eucharistic celebration.  

MASS OF THANKSGIVING

Fr. Philip Szabo will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving (one of 
his first Masses since his ordination) on Wednesday, June 16th, 
at 6pm in the St. Thomas Aquinas Church. A reception will 
follow.

Father’s Day Cards are available for only $2.00 at both St. 
Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches for those who would 
like to have your living and deceased fathers remembered at the 
Father’s Day Masses.

On the weekend of June 12 and 13 we will consecrate both St. 
Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Parishes to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Please Pray 
the Litanies in preparation for this. You can find copies in the 
back of the Church if you don’t already have one.

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way



      The month of June is dedicated to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus is always the Friday after the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. This year it is Friday, June 11. 
     We need to rebuild a Catholic culture in our lives. Yet we can’t expect to have a Catholic culture in our 
lives unless we actively strive to build it. Unfortunately, in recent years the month of June has become 
affiliated not with the goodness and mercy and love of the Sacred Heart but instead with the promotion of 
same-sex sexual acts – “Pride” month. Now, I think every one of us knows and cares for someone who has 
same-sex attraction, and this topic is naturally a sensitive one. People (including Catholics) wrongly assume/
believe that the Catholic Church hates people with same-sex attraction. This is completely false of course. 
The Catholic Church actually loves people with same-sex attraction. Love desires what is best for the other. 
The phrase that the secular culture uses, “love is love” is used to promote the homosexual culture, yet it is 
the Church who actually promotes authentic love. For true love is not based on mere feeling nor is it “all 
accepting.” You don’t believe me? Well, if a two year old wants to play in the street, do parents allow him or 
her to do so because they “love” him or her? No! That’s silly. It’s dangerous to play in the road. It’s not for 
the child’s overall good to play in the road. So the parents are actually loving the child by saying no to him or 
her. This is likewise the case with the Church’s teaching on homosexual actions. The Church recognizes that 
most people do not choose to have same-sex attraction. She is not saying that a person with same-sex 
attraction is “disordered.” She is saying that same-sex sexual actions are disordered because they go against 
the divine and natural law and do not have the potential to produce new life, which is the natural end of 
sexual union. In other words, same-sex actions can only attempt to mimic the sexual union between a man 
and a woman because they run contrary to how our bodies were made (the natural law). Because these 
actions go against the natural order, by promoting same-sex actions, we are actually going against what it 
means to be human. Further, because they go against God’s law, same-sex actions cannot produce the 
fulfillment for which a person is seeking. The person who engages in same-sex actions will never be able to 
live as he or she was created to live and have the reasonable satisfaction that he or she can in this life. 
Therefore, the Church loves those with same-sex attraction by condemning the actions because she is seeking 
the persons’ good and not their bad.
     The word “compassion” can be defined as “sorrow for the sufferings or troubles of another, accompanied 
by the urge to help or show mercy.” The secular culture (and sadly many Catholics today) hides behind the 
name of compassion in order to promote a culture that is very harmful not only for the body and mind but 
also for the soul. True compassion, however, shows humility by taking into account God’s plan for humanity, 
and this plan was revealed by Christ and passed down to the Apostles. Therefore, if what is claimed to be a 
gesture of love goes contrary to God’s word and law, it can never be truly compassionate or beneficial to our 
brothers and sisters in need. Christ didn’t eat with sinners and tax collectors because he wanted to appear 
inclusive, tolerant, and accepting. He ate with them to call them on to repentance. It was only by following 
him and his divine laws could those people ever find the love that they were seeking in their hearts. 
     Now how does this apply to the month of the Sacred Heart? Well, the culture wants us to focus too 
excessively on our sexual orientation. Contrary to the opinion of the culture, our sexual orientation does not 
define who we are. It saddens me so much when I see people who base their whole identity on their 
orientation. It’s a part of us, sure, but our identity does not flow from it. Our identity flows from the fact that 
we are sons and daughters of the Most High God. People who are living in same-sex sexual relationships 
desire to be happy and are seeking after fulfillment, but Christ, who is our heart’s truest desire, is the only 
one who can actually satisfy our souls. During this month especially, we as Catholics need to promote 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which demonstrated authentic compassion for us on the Cross. During 
this month of June, look for ways to teach our children about the love that Christ has for each and every one 
of us. The love that led him to die for us so that we may be with him forever in heaven, provided that we live 
for him now on earth. During this holy month, pray the Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus at home. 
Enthrone your homes to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Hang an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in your home 
so that all who come to it know by Whose love you have been redeemed and claimed. It is only by living for 
Jesus will we ever be who we were created to be! O Jesus, meek and humble of hearts, make our hearts like 
unto thine!   ~ by: Fr. Brian Crenwelge

F



Responsum of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to a dubium
regarding the blessing of the unions of persons of the same sex

THE QUESTION PROPOSED:
Does the Church have the power to give the blessing to unions of persons of the same sex?
RESPONSE:
Negative.

Explanatory Note
     In some ecclesial contexts, plans and proposals for blessings of unions of persons of the same sex are being 
advanced. Such projects are not infrequently motivated by a sincere desire to welcome and accompany homosexual 
persons, to whom are proposed paths of growth in faith, “so that those who manifest a homosexual orientation can 
receive the assistance they need to understand and fully carry out God’s will in their lives”[1].
     On such paths, listening to the word of God, prayer, participation in ecclesial liturgical actions and the exercise of 
charity can play an important role in sustaining the commitment to read one's own history and to adhere with 
freedom and responsibility to one's baptismal call, because “God loves every person and the Church does the same”
[2], rejecting all unjust discrimination.
     Among the liturgical actions of the Church, the sacramentals have a singular importance: “These are sacred signs 
that resemble the sacraments: they signify effects, particularly of a spiritual kind, which are obtained through the 
Church’s intercession. By them men are disposed to receive the chief effect of the sacraments, and various occasions 
of life are sanctified”[3]. The Catechism of the Catholic Church specifies, then, that “sacramentals do not confer the 
grace of the Holy Spirit in the way that the sacraments do, but by the Church’s prayer, they prepare us to receive 
grace and dispose us to cooperate with it” (#1670).
     Blessings belong to the category of the sacramentals, whereby the Church “calls us to praise God, encourages us to 
implore his protection, and exhorts us to seek his mercy by our holiness of life”[4]. In addition, they “have been 
established as a kind of imitation of the sacraments, blessings are signs above all of spiritual effects that are achieved 
through the Church’s intercession”[5].
     Consequently, in order to conform with the nature of sacramentals, when a blessing is invoked on particular 
human relationships, in addition to the right intention of those who participate, it is necessary that what is blessed be 
objectively and positively ordered to receive and express grace, according to the designs of God inscribed in creation, 
and fully revealed by Christ the Lord. Therefore, only those realities which are in themselves ordered to serve those 
ends are congruent with the essence of the blessing imparted by the Church.
     For this reason, it is not licit to impart a blessing on relationships, or partnerships, even stable, that involve sexual 
activity outside of marriage (i.e., outside the indissoluble union of a man and a woman open in itself to the 
transmission of life), as is the case of the unions between persons of the same sex[6]. The presence in such 
relationships of positive elements, which are in themselves to be valued and appreciated, cannot justify these 
relationships and render them legitimate objects of an ecclesial blessing, since the positive elements exist within the 
context of a union not ordered to the Creator’s plan.
     Furthermore, since blessings on persons are in relationship with the sacraments, the blessing of homosexual 
unions cannot be considered licit. This is because they would constitute a certain imitation or analogue of the nuptial 
blessing[7] invoked on the man and woman united in the sacrament of Matrimony, while in fact “there are absolutely 
no grounds for considering homosexual unions to be in any way similar or even remotely analogous to God’s plan 
for marriage and family”[8]. FRANCIS, Apostolic Exhortation Amoris laetitia, 251.
     The declaration of the unlawfulness of blessings of unions between persons of the same sex is not therefore, and is 
not intended to be, a form of unjust discrimination, but rather a reminder of the truth of the liturgical rite and of the 
very nature of the sacramentals, as the Church understands them.
     The Christian community and its Pastors are called to welcome with respect and sensitivity persons with 
homosexual inclinations, and will know how to find the most appropriate ways, consistent with Church teaching, to 
proclaim to them the Gospel in its fullness. At the same time, they should recognize the genuine nearness of the 
Church – which prays for them, accompanies them and shares their journey of Christian faith[9] – and receive the 
teachings with sincere openness.
     



     The answer to the proposed dubium does not preclude the blessings given to individual persons with homosexual 
inclinations[10], who manifest the will to live in fidelity to the revealed plans of God as proposed by Church 
teaching. Rather, it declares illicit any form of blessing that tends to acknowledge their unions as such. In this case, 
in fact, the blessing would manifest not the intention to entrust such individual persons to the protection and help of 
God, in the sense mentioned above, but to approve and encourage a choice and a way of life that cannot be 
recognized as objectively ordered to the revealed plans of God[11].
     At the same time, the Church recalls that God Himself never ceases to bless each of His pilgrim children in this 
world, because for Him “we are more important to God than all of the sins that we can commit”[12]. But he does not 
and cannot bless sin: he blesses sinful man, so that he may recognize that he is part of his plan of love and allow 
himself to be changed by him. He in fact “takes us as we are, but never leaves us as we are”[13].
     For the above mentioned reasons, the Church does not have, and cannot have, the power to bless unions of 
persons of the same sex in the sense intended above.
     The Sovereign Pontiff Francis, at the Audience granted to the undersigned Secretary of this Congregation, was 
informed and gave his assent to the publication of the above-mentioned Responsum ad dubium, with the annexed 
Explanatory Note.
     
Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the 22nd of February 2021, Feast of the Chair of Saint 
Peter, Apostle.

 Luis F. Card. Ladaria, S.I.
Prefect

✠ Giacomo Morandi
Archbishop tit. of Cerveteri
Secretary
_______________________
[1] FRANCIS, Apostolic Exhortation Amoris laetitia, 250.
[2] SYNOD OF BISHOPS, Final Document of the XV Ordinary General Assembly, 150.
[3] SECOND VATICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, 60.
[4] RITUALE ROMANUM ex Decreto Sacrosancti Oecumenici Concilii Vaticani II instauratum auctoritate Ioannis 
Pauli PP. Il promulgatum, De bendictionibus, Praenotanda Generalia, n.9.
[5] Ibidem, n. 10.
[6] Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2357.
[7] In fact, the nuptial blessing refers back to the creation account, in which God's blessing on man and woman is 
related to their fruitful union (cf. Gen 1:28) and their complementarity (cf. Gen 2:18-24).
[8] FRANCIS, Apostolic Exhortation Amoris laetitia, 251.
[9] Cf. CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH, Letter Homosexualitatis problema On the Pastoral 
Care of Homosexual Persons, 15.
[10] De benedictionibus in fact presents an extended list of situations for which to invoke the blessing of the Lord.
[11] CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH, Letter Homosexualitatis problema On the Pastoral 
Care of Homosexual Persons, 7.
[12] FRANCIS, General Audience of December 2, 2020, Catechesis on Prayer, the blessing.
[13] Ibidem.

OFICINA DE PRENSA DE LA SANTA SEDE, HOLY SEE PRESS OFFICE
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2021/03/15/0157/00330.html



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

“Nowhere does Jesus hear our 
prayers more readily than in the 

Blessed Sacrament.” 
- Blessed Henry Suso 

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
June 4th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of June, 

the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:

St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 6/13/21 at 7:30 AM

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jun 07
Weekday
7:15am (T)  Andrew DiBacco †

Tuesday, June 08
Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Tony James †

Wednesday, June 09
St. Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the Church (opt mem)
9:00am (P)  Miranda & Cedric Grace 

Thursday, June 10
Weekday 
5:00pm (T)  Fr. Charles R. Carroll †

Friday, June 11
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (Solemnity)
4:00pm (T) Adoration & Benediction
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson † 

Saturday, June 12
The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary (mem)
9:00am (P)  Mary & Joseph Deegan †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner †

Sunday, June 13
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P)  Merce & Joe Gummerson †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 


