
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - June 27, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Please bring 
your food donations to the back of the 
church where a volunteer will pick them 
up and deliver them to the proper 
location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Sloppy Joe mix)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

St. Thomas:   $5,041.31
Church in Africa:  $257.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,229.00
                Church in Africa:  $219.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
June 20, 2021

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
June 30 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
July 12 - What do Catholics believe and why? 6:30pm Parsons.
July 13 - Society of St. Thomas Women meeting at 7pm in the    
                Rectory Conference room

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

VOLUNTEER AT ENERGY EXPRESS

Volunteers are needed now from 8:00 - 12:00 at Tucker County 
High School. Includes reading, doing crafts, and playing with 
children. For more information please contact Jesica Streets at 
Jesica.Streets@mail.wvu.edu

Please join us in the Our Lady of Mercy Social Hall today, 
immediately after Mass to celebrate Addie’s accomplishments. 
Cake will be served!

The Society of St. Thomas Women will hold their first 
monthly meeting (since Covid) on Tuesday, July 13th at 7pm 
in the Rectory conference room. All Committee members 
please attend. All ladies are invited to come.

Thanks to all of you who have already given to the Catholic 
Sharing Appeal. If you haven’t made a gift yet, it’s not too 
late! You can visit the CSA website, dwc.org/csa.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church:  $5,810 pledged
                      (Goal: $12,250) 47% of goal met

Our Lady of Mercy Church:  $1,620 pledged
                        (Goal: $4,780) 34% of goal met

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are offered once per month on different topics.  
Come and dive deeper into the things you THOUGHT you 
knew.  

ANGELS, PRIDE, & THE FALL
Monday, July 12th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Tuesday, July 15th after Mass in Thomas
Presentors: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler

All are welcome to come and learn! 

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way

We would like to congratulate 
Addie Buckley 

on her recent graduation from 
Tucker County High School!!!



Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy,

It is my honor and privilege to be with you here in Tucker County.  I wanted to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself and share a little bit about my life and background.

I grew up in a home where the Catholic faith was at the center of basically everything we did.  
I am the fifth of six children with three older brothers, an older sister, and a little brother who 
is twelve years younger than I am.  I grew up in Weirton and Wheeling and I graduated from 
Wheeling Central Catholic High School.  I went on to study mining engineering at WVU.  
After graduating from WVU I took a job in Marshall County with CONSOL Energy as a 
foreman at one of their underground coal mines.  After a rather unpleasant stint in the coal 
mine, which was a unique experience, I entered seminary for this Diocese and spent two years 
studying philosophy at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary (the same place Fr. Grassi studied), 
three years studying theology at the Pontifical University of Saint Thomas Aquinas and one 
year studying Canon Law at the Gregorian University.  I was ordained to the priesthood in 
2018 and spent two years at Saint Michael Parish in Wheeling and about one year at the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Wheeling.

As many of us learned in our religious education as children, God made us to know Him, to 
love Him, and to serve Him.  As a priest, this love and service to the true and living God is 
accomplished largely through loving and serving you.  Please feel free to let me know how I 
can do that and do it better.  I look forward to getting to know you better as the months, years, 
and maybe even decades roll by.

God love you and keep the Faith!

Fr. Martin J. Smay

THANKS TO ALL
My sincere appreciation to all who helped in numerous ways to throw me such a wonderful 
farewell picnic. To visit with everyone together one final time before my departure was truly a 
blessing.  Thanks to all who prepared the delicious assortment of foods and desserts, the 
beautiful cakes, and all the cards, gifts, the picture album, and all of the kind words. St. 
Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy have left an indelible mark on my heart. You will 
remain in my prayers, and please remember me in yours.  ~Fr. Grassi
                                       My new address:  Fr. Grassi
                                                                        49 Crosswinds Dr.
                                                                        Charles Town, WV  25414

FIRST FRIDAY
                                  Once again, Mass will be offered at Cortland Acres at 1:00pm every 
                                  First Friday beginning July 2nd. Adoration and Benediction will begin 
                                  at 5:00 followed by Mass at 6:00pm. Please see Mass schedule on back.

F



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
July 2nd

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

“Recognize in this bread what hung on the 
cross, and in this chalice what flowed from 
His side… whatever was in many and varied 
ways announced beforehand in the sacrifices 
of the Old Testament pertains to this one 
sacrifice which is revealed in the New 
Testament.”
~ from the writings of St. Augustine, Sermon 
3, 2; circa A.D. 410 {original translation}

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Jun 28
St. Irenaeus, Bishop & Martyr (obl mem)
7:15am (T)  Dennis Grassi †

Tuesday, June 29
Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles (solemnity)
5:00pm (T)  Franz Lanthaler †

Wednesday, June 30
The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church (opt mem)
9:00am (P) Anthony Lenzo †

Thursday, July 01
St. Junipero Serra, Priest (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Stella Shreves †

First Friday, June 02
Weekday
1:00pm (Cortland Acres) Jeffrey Glad †
5:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
6:00PM (T) Don Woods †

First Saturday, June 03
St. Thomas, Apostle (feast)
9:00am (P)  Mike & Catherine Priestes †
5:00pm (T)  People of the Parish 

Sunday, June 04
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Tom Massi †
11:00am (P) Michael Durkin †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


