
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - July 04, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Please bring 
your food donations to the back of the 
church where a volunteer will pick them 
up and deliver them to the proper 
location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Sloppy Joe mix)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

St. Thomas:   $1,803.08

Our Lady of Mercy:  $877.00
                

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
June 27, 2021

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 07 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
July 12 - What do Catholics believe and why? 6:30pm Parsons
July 13 - Society of St. Thomas Women meeting at 7pm in the    
                Rectory Conference room
July 15 - What do Catholics believe and why? After Mass, Thomas

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

JOSEPH MOST FAITHFUL

The theme for July is JOSEPH MOST FAITHFUL. To honor St. 
Joseph this month try to participate in Eucharistic Adoration, 
pray a novena to St. Joseph, Pray the Liturgy of hours or pray 
the Rosary with Pope Leo XIII’s prayer to St. Joseph after the 
rosary.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church:  $5,810 pledged
                      (Goal: $12,250) 47% of goal met

Our Lady of Mercy Church:  $1,620 pledged
                        (Goal: $4,780) 34% of goal met

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are offered once per month on different topics.  
Come and dive deeper into the things you THOUGHT you 
knew.  

ANGELS, PRIDE, & THE FALL
Monday, July 12th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, July 15th after Mass in Thomas
Presentors: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler

All are welcome to come and learn! 

THE ROSARY REMAINS OUR STRONGEST WEAPON
      

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 544
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 35,621

PROLIFE CORNER

The Bridge of San Luis Rey, by Thornton Wilder
Wednesday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy, July 21-Aug 4
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas, July 22-Aug 5

A Franciscan friar in colonial Peru unexpectedly sees a bridge 
collapse and drop five travelers to their deaths.  Fr. Juniper is 
moved to explore the working of providence in the lives so 
suddenly cut off, and his inquiry opens to the reader a study of 
the human heart. Dedicated to the author’s mother, this novel 
“is as close to perfect a moral fable as we are ever likely to get 
in American literature.” — Russell Banks 

Glorious Archangel Saint Raphael, great 
prince of the heavenly court, you are 

illustrious for your gifts of wisdom and 
grace. You are a consoler of the afflicted 

and refuge of sinners. I beg you, assist me 
in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 

this life, as once you helped the young 
Tobias on his travels. Because you are the 
"medicine of God" I humbly pray you to 
heal the many infirmities of my soul and 
the ills that afflict my body.  I especially 

ask of you the favor to break any ties to the 
evil one that might have occurred in me as 

a result of medicine I have taken or 
received, and the great grace of purity to 
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.

Prayer to St. Raphael
For those who are afflicted in any way



 “May we think of freedom not as the right to do as we please, 
but as the opportunity to do what is right.”-  Peter Marshall

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

Independence Day Renewal
     James Madison said, “The advancement and diffusion of knowledge is the only guardian of true 
liberty.” He is right, of course. In addition to brushing up on our nation’s history yourself, take time this 
Independence Day to teach your kids a bit about the American Revolution so they too understand its 
significance. They are not getting enough history in our schools, even when the history they do learn is 
accurate. As Ronald Reagan said, “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We 
didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to 
do the same.”

     We can turn the tide of this American ignorance of history, and stop the waning of our liberties. “It 
does not take a majority to prevail, but rather an irate, tireless minority, keen on setting brushfires of 
freedom in the minds of men,” said Samuel Adams. We must do the same in ourselves and our children. 
We must not let the hard work of the Founding Fathers, and so many soldiers and others who paid the 
ultimate price for freedom, be lost on us. Sure, we can continue to celebrate Independence Day with beer 
and brats, and consume whatever foods and beverages please us. But let us take some time to 
acknowledge that Independence Day is far more than just the fourth day of the seventh month on our 
calendar. Let us learn the history of our nation, and celebrate its significant dates with the appropriate 
reverence. Perhaps then we will truly understand the sacrifices others made to ensure our liberties, and 
we will then endeavor to preserve them.

     “For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of slavery.” 
Galatians 5:1



F

The Month of the Precious Blood
by Fr. Alban Baker and Jonathan Mann

     In June we celebrated the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. In fact, the whole 
month was dedicated to Christ’s Heart, which is full of love for all mankind and is the source 
of our life of grace. Appropriately, the month of July is dedicated to Christ’s Precious Blood, 
which was poured out as the price of man’s redemption. It was the Sacred Heart of Our 
Redeemer which made this adorable Blood circulate in His physical body. And because of the 
unspeakable love in His Heart, He was willing to shed His blood for us. Thus, devotion to the 
Precious Blood is a devotion of grateful remembrance of our redemption by Christ. 
     We read in the Gospel of John that a soldier pierced Christ’s side with a lance while His 
dead Body was hanging on the Cross. From this lance wound came a flow of blood and water, 
which point to the pivotal Sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist. By striving to live holy 
lives, we show our appreciation for what Christ has done for us. In particular, we show our 
appreciation by striving to overcome the sins we struggle with and by trying to live in 
innocence. By addressing the weaknesses which lead us into sin and by working on the 
virtues we need to develop, we show Christ that the price He has paid for our sake is 
important to us. We show our appreciation for His Sacrifice also when we make reparation. 
Sadly, we all know people who are not living in union with Christ. There are so many who 
have stopped receiving the sacraments, who are neglectful of prayer, who have allowed 
worldly desires to lead them down sinful paths. We ourselves may struggle to remain faithful 
to God and to accept His commandments. It consoled our Savior during His agony to know of 
devout souls who would willingly share in His Passion by offering their own sufferings with 
His. When souls living in God’s grace offer their own sufferings with the sufferings of Christ, 
they shed their blood with Him in a virtual and spiritual manner. The Father accepts our 
humble offerings as a participation in His Son’s own Self-offering and mercifully grants grace 
to sinners—to us ourselves and to others. One of the greatest ways we can show Jesus that His 
suffering on our behalf are important to us, is to help Him win over the souls who are 
unappreciative of what He has done for them. 
     Devotion to the Precious Blood of Christ strengthens us to carry our own crosses with 
courage and patience. Devotion to the Precious Blood is also a doorway to an intimate 
communion with Christ in His Passion. In this fallen world, everyone suffers. This premise 
has no exceptions. The question is whether or not we find meaning and value in our pain. Is it 
not tragic that so many people suffer without Christ? Devotion to the Blood of Christ is an 
avenue through which Jesus unites the faithful Christian’s suffering to His own, and at the 
same time unites the Christian’s heart to His own. When we spend time reflecting on Christ in 
His Passion, we come more and more deeply to see its hidden beauty. Consider the difference 
between what Mary saw on Good Friday and what a passerby slightly acquainted with Jesus
—perhaps more by reputation than by personal encounter—may have seen. Both would have 
recognized that He was in excruciating pain. Both may even have believed that He was 
righteous and innocent. Yet one had a much deeper knowledge of and appreciation for Jesus’ 
Passion than did the other. From years of intimacy, His Mother could feel what a great Heart 
He had, how much love He was putting into the endurance of His Passion, and how keenly He 
felt both His pain and His desire for our salvation. As we reflect on the Passion of Christ and 
its great, great significance, may we come more and more to see what His Mother saw as she 
stood at the foot of His Cross. 



What Do Catholics Believe and Why?
IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD

(The following is a summary of last months class)

       1. What does it mean that man is made in the image and likeness of God? 
a. Man’s similarity to God is principally in the soul. God in His divine nature does not have a body, 

and so “image and likeness” does not mean that man resembles God in physical appearance. 
Man is God’s image chiefly because man has a spiritual soul with intellect and free will. 

b. Intellect, sometimes called reason, is man’s power to know. Animals have instincts based on 
their bodily natures, but human beings have intellectual knowledge. 

c. Free will is man’s ability to choose. 

2. Is there a difference in meaning between soul and spirit?
a. Soul—the life principle and nature principle of a living being.

i. Every physical living being has a soul. Plants, animals, and human beings have souls. 
In plants and animals, soul is simply the life principle of the body. When a plant or 
animal dies, the soul dies with it.

ii. Human beings, unlike plants and animals, have spiritual souls. This means that a 
human being has a soul which subsists independently of the body. It does give life to 
the body, but it is more than the mere animation of the body. The spiritual soul is what 
allows us to think, reason and choose. When our bodies die our spiritual soul lives on 
forever.

b. Spirit—an immaterial substance. A spirit is not comprised of matter; we cannot see, hear, taste, 
smell, or touch it. A spirit does have real existence, though. Every spirit has intellect and free 
will. There are three orders of spiritual beings: 

i. God — God is self-existent, eternal, and infinite. He knows and can do all things.
ii. Angels — Like God, angels have no bodies. But they are not self-existent. God has 

created them. They have powerful intellect and will, but are not all knowing or all 
powerful. 

iii.Man — Man (i.e., both men and women) are different from God and the angels in that 
we do have bodies. Man is a composite of spirit and matter. We have animal 
characteristics (i.e., instincts) like the need for food, and also spiritual characteristics, 
like the ability to think and choose. Because man’s soul is spiritual, it subsists 
independently of the body and is immortal. 

3. Human dignity—Because man is created in God’s image and likeness, the human person has a value 
which surpasses the value of all other physical living beings. 

a. Man is the crown of God’s creation, and all God created, He created for man. One must have 
respect for all creation because God has made all things good. But one must treat oneself and 
one’s neighbors with particular reverence and love, because God created all man with equal 
dignity and value.

b. Human dignity is inalienable. This means —
i. The good of the human person cannot be subordinated to the good of a lower nature. 

For instance, it would not be proper to attach more value to an animal than a human 
being.

ii. One may never directly violate the fundamental rights of the human person, even for 
the sake of a great good. Thus, never for any reason may one expressly choose to abort 
a child, even to save the mother’s life.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
August 6th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

“Recognize in this bread what hung on the 
cross, and in this chalice what flowed from 
His side… whatever was in many and varied 
ways announced beforehand in the sacrifices 
of the Old Testament pertains to this one 
sacrifice which is revealed in the New 
Testament.”
~ from the writings of St. Augustine, Sermon 
3, 2; circa A.D. 410 {original translation}

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, July 05
St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; (opt mem)
St. Elizabeth of Portugal (opt mem)
7:15am (T)  Frank & Pauline Sedo †

Tuesday, July 06
St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Robert Nichols †

Wednesday, July 07
Weekday
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, July 08
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Tony James †

Friday, July 09
St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, 
& Companions, Martyrs (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Vince DiBacco †

Saturday, July 10
Weekday, BVM (opt mem)
9:00am (P)  Doris M. & Edward F. Silk †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner † 

Sunday, July 11
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Ella & John Ferguson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


