
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - July 11, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Please bring 
your food donations to the back of the 
church where a volunteer will pick them 
up and deliver them to the proper 
location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Sloppy Joe mix)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

St. Thomas:   $4,135.14

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,343.00
                

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 04, 2021

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 12 - What do Catholics believe and why? 6:30pm Parsons
July 13 - Society of St. Thomas Women meeting at 7pm in the    
                Rectory Conference room
July 14 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
July 15 - What do Catholics believe and why? After Mass, Thomas

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN

There will be a second collection next Sunday, July 18th.
The essential mission of the Catholic Communication 
Campaign is to contribute to the process of evangelization by 
fostering activities in relation to television, radio, internet, 
and other media, and through special projects of the Catholic 
press. An annual collection is taken up in the dioceses, which 
remit 50% of the funds collected to the National Office. From 
these funds, grants are made by the USCCB Subcommittee on 
the Catholic Communication Campaign. The remaining 
portion of the collection is retained by the dioceses for use in 
local communication projects. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church:  $5,910 pledged
                      (Goal: $12,250) 48% of goal met

Our Lady of Mercy Church:  $1,620 pledged
                        (Goal: $4,780) 34% of goal met

THIS WEEK!
ANGELS, PRIDE, & THE FALL

Monday, July 12th at 6:30pm in Parsons
Thursday, July 15th after Mass in Thomas
Presentors: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler

All are welcome to come and learn! 

The Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder
Wednesday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy, July 21-Aug 4
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas, July 22-Aug 5

Copies of the book are available at the back of the church and 
at the office. The price is $15 per copy. Please pick up a reading 
guide as well. For our first meeting, we will be reading the 
Introduction and Parts One and Two. If you want to attend but 
have not signed up, you still have time to get a book if you 
sign up today. This is an opportunity for people of various 
reading backgrounds to enjoy the insight and beauty of an 
enduring work.

Prayers to our Patrons
Good Saint Thomas, model of humility 
and learning, God called you to a life of 
study and prayer.  We humbly ask you to 
intercede for us.  May Christ enable us to 
imitate you in the pursuit of holiness so 
that the yearning of our hearts, like yours, 
may only proclaim “non nisi te, Domine ― 
nothing but you, O Lord.”
 
Most Merciful Mother, you became the 
mother of all Christians as you stood at 
the foot of the Cross.  We confidently fly 
to you for refuge in this valley of tears.  
From your place in heaven graciously 
point out the needs of us, your children, 
to your Son so that, obtaining mercy, we 
may praise God with you for all eternity.



THE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES
Excerpt from Catholic Answers online:  www.catholic.com

Faith, hope, and charity are called theological virtues because they are the most important 
characteristics in a Christian’s life, as Paul explains in Romans 5:1-5 and 1 Corinthians 13:13. 
They pertain (exclusively, in the case of faith and hope, and primarily, in the case of charity) 
to one’s relationship with God.
Faith is the grace of believing in God’s love for us and in his revealed truths (Lk 1:45, Jn 
11:25-26, Eph 2:8). Hope is the grace of trusting God will be true to his promise to save us 
from eternal death if we turn to him in repentance (Rom 5:2, 8:25; Heb 6:17-20; 1 Pt 1:3-5). 
Charity is a two-fold grace with the primary effect of moving the will to love God fervently 
and above all things and with the secondary effect of intensifying love for our neighbor (Dt 
6:4-6; Mt 22:36-40, 25:31-46; Mk 12:28-31; Rom 13:8-10; 1 Cor 13:1-13).

An Act of Faith
I believe that there is one God, and that in this one God there are three persons. That the Son 
of God was made man for us, that He died upon the Cross, rose again from the dead and 
ascended into heaven. I believe that the Son of God will come again at the Last Day, and call 
all men to judgment. I believe this because Christ is the Son of God and therefore can neither 
deceive nor be deceived; and because He has confirmed His teaching by many miracles. 
Moreover I believe whatever the Catholic Church by Christ’s authority proposes to us to be 
believed; I believe it because the Catholic Church is guided and defended against error by the 
Holy Spirit; and because even down to the present day God corroborates by miracles the 
truths which the Catholic Church teaches. O God, increase my faith.
 

An Act of Hope
O my God, I hope that after death You will admit me to everlasting happiness, and that You 
will give me here such means as are essential to the attainment of that happiness. I trust that 
You will grant me for this end the grace of the Holy Spirit, such temporal good things as are 
necessary to me, pardon of sin, help in time of need, and a gracious answer to my petitions. I 
hope this, because You, Who are almighty and all-bountiful and ever-faithful to Your 
promises, have promised these things to me, and because Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, 
has merited them for me by His Sacred Passion and death upon the Cross. O God, increase 
my hope.

An Act of Charity
My God, I love You with my whole heart, and above all things, because You are supreme 
beauty and perfection, because You are my greatest benefactor and Your love for me is 
infinite. I will, therefore, think of You in all my actions; I will avoid even the slightest sins; I 
will give You thanks for all Your benefits and for all You give me to suffer, and I will love my 
neighbor because he is Your child and made after Your image. O God, increase my charity.

WV PRO-LIFE LAWS ARE AT RISK!
The so-called Equality Act may be brought for a vote in the Senate in the coming weeks. 
According to Bishop Brennan, the Equality Act “would codify in federal law the category of “gender 
identification,” meaning that a person who is biologically one sex can insist on being treated as of the 
other sex…. “Gender identification” is untethered to reality. It is unscientific.”  It would also subtly 
expand protections for abortions.  The Bishop has asked us contact Senator Capito and Senator Manchin 
and ask them “to oppose the fatally-flawed Equality Act. It has so many holes it should just sink.”

F



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
August 6th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

“We must always have courage and if 
some spiritual languor comes upon 
us, let us run to the feet of Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and let us 
place ourselves in the midst of the 
heavenly perfumes, and we will 
undoubtedly regain our strength.”         
                              ~Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, July 12
Weekday
7:15am (T)  Mr. & Mrs. Jack Wallace †

Tuesday, July 13
St. Henry (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Barbara Saboites 

Wednesday, July 14
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin (obl)
9:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †

Thursday, July 15
St. Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church (obl)
5:00pm (T) Judy Juskowich †

Friday, July 16
Our Lady of Mount Carmel (opt mem)
5:00pm (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †

Saturday, July 17
BVM (opt mem)
9:00am (P)  Rocky Lynn Ferguson †
5:00pm (T)  Gene Randolph † (VIGIL)

Sunday, July 18
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Alice Fortini †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


