
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - July 18, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Please bring 
your food donations to the back of the 
church where a volunteer will pick them 
up and deliver them to the proper 
location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Sloppy Joe mix)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

St. Thomas:   $4,870.14

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,320.00
                

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 11, 2021

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 18 - 2nd collection - Catholic Communications Campaign
July 21 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
Aug 01 - ASK FATHER following Mass in Parsons
Aug 10 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Aug 15 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Park

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

WILL YOU HELP?
Readers are desperately needed at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church. If you would like to volunteer your time and talent, 
please contact the parish office at 463-4488. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church:  $5,910 pledged
                      (Goal: $12,250) 48% of goal met

Our Lady of Mercy Church:  $1,620 pledged
                        (Goal: $4,780) 34% of goal met

The Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder
Wednesday evenings at Our Lady of Mercy, July 21-Aug 4
Thursday evenings at St. Thomas Aquinas, July 22-Aug 5

Our first meeting takes place this week. A few copies of the 
book are still available at $15 each. If you have signed up for a 
copy but do not yet have one, please pick it up at the back of 
the church or at the parish office. Anyone who does not yet 
have a copy of the free reading guide is encouraged to pick one 
up. This week we will discuss the Foreword and Parts One and 
Two. Readers with various levels of experience with literature 
are welcome.  

The Knights of Columbus will have their monthly meeting 
this Tuesday, July 20th at 6pm in the social hall at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church. ALL Knights please attend.

THANK YOU

WITH SYMPATHY
Please pray for the soul of Jean Sagace who was buried from 
our parish church this past Monday. Please pray for the 
consolation of her family as well.

Many of you have noticed that we have beautiful new 
vestments.  I would like to thank all those who contributed to 
paying for them and especially to Bob Lemon, our Grand 
Knight, for facilitating the whole process!   ~Fr. Smay

Prayers to our Patrons
Good Saint Thomas, model of humility 
and learning, God called you to a life of 
study and prayer.  We humbly ask you to 
intercede for us.  May Christ enable us to 
imitate you in the pursuit of holiness so 
that the yearning of our hearts, like yours, 
may only proclaim “non nisi te, Domine ― 
nothing but you, O Lord.”
 
Most Merciful Mother, you became the 
mother of all Christians as you stood at 
the foot of the Cross.  We confidently fly 
to you for refuge in this valley of tears.  
From your place in heaven graciously 
point out the needs of us, your children, 
to your Son so that, obtaining mercy, we 
may praise God with you for all eternity.

     PRO-LIFE CORNER

When I got pregnant my 
boyfriend told me to “get rid 
of it”. I kept the baby and 
got rid of him. 
Best decision I ever made!



A NOTE ABOUT PRAYING THE MASS TOGETHER
Some of you may have noticed that I have been facing the tabernacle when we pray the Creed 
on Sunday.  Maybe some of you have wondered why I do this and it’s a valid question.
While this posture might be somewhat unusual, the reason I do it is precisely because at this 
crucial moment during Mass we are professing our Catholic Faith together and so it seems 
most appropriate that we take up the same posture and together face our Lord in the tabernacle 
while doing this; it’s not as though somehow you are professing the Creed to me and I to you.
There is also the idea of leadership.  The priest leads a community of Faithful in right worship 
of the True and Living God.  When a general leads his troops into battle, does he walk 
backwards?  No.  That would be absurd.  There are some people who will talk about how 
priests used to “have their backs to the people.”  This kind of language, while technically true, 
demonstrates a misunderstanding of what is going on.  Rather than saying that the priest has 
his back to the people, it would be more accurate from a theological standpoint to say that the 
priest is facing the same direction as the people.  After all, as I said in my first Sunday homily 
to you, I am trying to go to heaven and I’m trying to take you with me.  It would not make 
much sense for me to try to lead you through this valley of tears into heaven walking 
backwards!
So frequently in life, perhaps even always, the most important truths are precisely those which 
are most elementary and basic.  As we come to know each other better, we will come to more 
deeply understand the implications of the simple yet profound truth that the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass is a single action of the priest and the people together.
God love you and keep the Faith!
Fr. Smay

The following is a list of baptisms, communions, confirmations and deaths since covid 19 
began. During this time announcements were not put in the bulletin.  Congratulations to 
all those who received sacraments and please pray for the repose of the souls of our 
faithful departed and for the conslation of their families.

BAPTISMS:  
Christopher Shawn Scott, Cecilia Ruth DiBacco, Taylor Grace Shaffer, Lily Kate Burns, 
DeLela Christine Johnson, Joseph D. Burns, Sherry Fields, Annabelle Therese Grace, Nash 
Greene, Colter Robert Johnson, and Avery Joelle Eichelberger.

FIRST COMMUNIONS:
Christopher Shawn Scott, Joseph Burns, Sherry Fields, and Tanis Leatherman.

CONFIRMATIONS:
Christopher Shawn Scott, Joseph Burns, Sherry Fields, and Tanis Leatherman.

DEATHS:
Edward Ralph Kepner, Patricia Ann Ricottilli, Stanley J. “Champ” Sedmock, Kenneth H. 
Sims, Mary T. Suder, Joseph Balassone, James Bernardi, Brenda Gotinsky, Joyce Pase Ashby 
Ziesemer, Juanita Broll, Cheryl DiBacco, Jerome Vincent DiBacco, Herman Burns, Matthew 
McDowell, Josephine Gennantonio, Thomas Massi and Jean Sagace.

F



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
August 6th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

“We must always have courage and if 
some spiritual languor comes upon 
us, let us run to the feet of Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and let us 
place ourselves in the midst of the 
heavenly perfumes, and we will 
undoubtedly regain our strength.”         
                              ~Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, July 19
Weekday
7:15am (T)  Cole Bertol †

Tuesday, July 20
St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Lindsay Livingston † 

Wednesday, July 21
St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doc (opt mem)
9:00am (P) Special Intention 

Thursday, July 22
St. Mary Magdalene (feast)
5:00pm (T)  Mary Suder †

Friday, July 23
St. Bridget, Religious (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Michael Thomas Marano †

Saturday, July 24
St. Sharbel Makhluf, Priest; BVM (opt mem)
9:00am (P)  Miranda & Cedric Grace
5:00pm (T)  Deceased members of the Saboites & 
                     Staron families † (VIGIL)

Sunday, July 25
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Deceased members of the Kotten, 
                    Nolan & Kosek families †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


