
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - July 25, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Please bring 
your food donations to the back of the 
church where a volunteer will pick them 
up and deliver them to the proper 
location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (Sloppy Joe mix)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

FLOWERS

St. Thomas:   $3,099.15
Communications: $185.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,057.00
                Communications: $145.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 18, 2021

ANNUAL WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 28 - Book Club at 6:30pm in Parsons
July 28 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
July 29 - Book Club after Mass in Thomas
Aug 01 - ASK FATHER following Mass in Parsons
Aug 15 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Park

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

WILL YOU HELP?
Readers are desperately needed at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church. If you would like to volunteer your time and talent, 
please contact the parish office at 463-4488. 

The Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder
Wednesdays at Our Lady of Mercy, July 28 & Aug 4 at 6:30
Thursdays at St. Thomas, July 29 & Aug 5 after 5pm Mass

The reading guide for our second discussion is in the back of 
the church.  This week we will be reading to page 80.

ATTENTION LADIES

ASK FATHER IS BACK
Join us on Sunday, August 1st immediately following the 
11am Mass in Parsons for “Ask Father!” All are welcome to 
attend.

The Society of St. Thomas Women will have a meeting on 
Tuesday, July 27th at 7pm in the Social hall for the planning 
of a reception for the friends and family of Stanislaw Drwall, 
Patternmaker 1st class, a Missing in Action, World War II 
veteran who will be buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery on 
August 5th. All ladies are invited to attend. This meeting will 
replace our monthly meeting on August 10th.

The flowers at the altar and in front of the Blessed 
Mother in St. Thomas Aquinas Church are donated 
in loving memory of the Staron and Saboites 
families by Barbara and Carol. 

The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU season 
tickets to be given away. The drawing will be before the first 
home game. Donation $5.00. Please give money and ticket to a 
Knight, no later than August, 25th.

Prayers to our Patrons
Good Saint Thomas, model of humility 
and learning, God called you to a life of 
study and prayer.  We humbly ask you to 
intercede for us.  May Christ enable us to 
imitate you in the pursuit of holiness so 
that the yearning of our hearts, like yours, 
may only proclaim “non nisi te, Domine ― 
nothing but you, O Lord.”
 
Most Merciful Mother, you became the 
mother of all Christians as you stood at 
the foot of the Cross.  We confidently fly 
to you for refuge in this valley of tears.  
From your place in heaven graciously 
point out the needs of us, your children, 
to your Son so that, obtaining mercy, we 
may praise God with you for all eternity.

     PRO-LIFE CORNER
‘PRO-CHOICE’ LOGIC
WE DON’T WANT YOU TO BE 
POOR, HUNGRY OR UNWANTED
SO WE’LL JUST 
KILL YOU INSTEAD



EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES
by Christine Galeone and excerpt by Magis Center, April 09, 2020P]\

In his writings on the Eucharist, Fr. Spitzer reminds us that a Eucharistic miracle occurs everyday, at every holy 
mass across the world, when the substance of bread and wine is transformed into the substance of Jesus’ body 
and blood. However, the term “Eucharistic miracle" can also refer to extraordinary empirical signs of Jesus’ 
presence in the Eucharist, such as bleeding hosts or the transmutation of a consecrated host into a piece of cardiac 
muscle tissue.
Some notable Eucharistic miracles happened years and years ago (i.e. the Eucharistic Miracle of Lanciano, Italy in 
the 8th century and the Eucharistic Miracle of Santarem, Portugal in the 13th century). Others have happened in 
more recent history, such as the scientifically proven Eucharistic miracles of Buenos Aires in 1992-1996. These 
miracles have left incredible impressions on the individuals and communities where they occurred. Here are just 
a few Church-validated Eucharistic miracles from countries around the world.

Eucharistic Miracle of Montserrat, Spainhutterstock.com
In 1657, at the Monastery of Our Lady of Montserrat, the holy Eucharist saved a soul that had been lingering in 
purgatory. It was there that a young girl begged Abbot Don Millán de Mirando to celebrate three Masses in 
memory of her father, because she believed the Masses would free his soul from purgatory. Moved to tears by 
the girl’s faith and love, he celebrated the first Mass the next day. During the consecration of the Eucharist, the 
girl saw her father kneeling, among flames, at the step to the altar. When asked to put a tissue near the flames 
that only she could see, the tissue began to burn. At the second Mass, she saw her dad, dressed in a colorful suit, 
standing next to the deacon. And at the third Mass, she saw him wearing a bright white suit. At the end of the 
Mass, she cried “There is my father going away and rising into the sky!” As she said her father had asked her to 
do, she thanked the monks at the monastery for freeing her dad from his suffering in purgatory. 

Eucharistic Miracle of the Island of Tumaco, Colombia
While the power of Jesus in the Eucharist saved a soul in Spain, it later saved many lives on the small island of 
Tumaco. In January of 1906, the Ecuador–Colombia earthquake caused tsunamis to form and cause tragic 
destruction, including the loss of at least 500 lives along the coast of Colombia. But when the water was rising, 
coming further inland and was poised to destroy the island and its inhabitants, the residents ran to their church 
and begged Fr. Gerardo Larrondo, the pastor, to lead a procession with the Eucharist. With enormous faith and 
courage, the priest consumed the small hosts and picked up the monstrance containing the Eucharist. After 
asking God to have pity on them, he led the people to the shore. They wept and cried out to God. 
Faced with the mighty wave rushing toward them, the priest calmly raised the Blessed Sacrament and traced the 
sign of the cross. The tsunami immediately hesitated and receded. The people were overjoyed when the sea 
returned to its normal level, and they excitedly praised and thanked God for the Eucharistic miracle that saved 
them and their island. 

Eucharistic Miracle of Weiten-Raxendorf, Austriaerstock.com
The Blessed Sacrament has also been known to thwart evil intentions. That’s what happened in 1411 when a 
thief stole a consecrated Host from the church in the village of Weiten. He hid the Host in his glove and took off 
on his horse. But when he reached a certain spot on a valley road, his horse inexplicably stopped and wouldn’t go 
any farther. The man tried beating the horse to make it move, and – not knowing he was a thief – bystanders also 
tried to get the horse to move. Then, without prodding, the horse galloped away with the thief. The horse’s 
sudden movement caused the Host to fall, unnoticed, from the man’s glove. 
Days later, a Christian woman from another village spotted the Host encircled in a bright light. Amazed, she 
picked up the holy Eucharist, which had broken in two but was joined together by bleeding threads of flesh. To 
give thanks to God, she built a chapel on the spot where it was found. A larger church had to be built later to 
accommodate the crowds who made pilgrimages there. 
Learning about these Eucharistic miracles enlightens and reminds us of the tremendous power alive in the 
Blessed Sacrament. When we’re fully aware of the real presence of Jesus in the holy Eucharist, we can find 
comfort, strength and responsibility. St. Frances de Sales said it perfectly when he wrote “When you have 
received Him, stir up your heart to do Him homage; speak to Him about your spiritual life, gazing upon Him in 
your soul where He is present for your happiness; welcome Him as warmly as possible, and behave outwardly in 
such a way that your actions may give proof to all of His Presence."

F

https://blog.magiscenter.com/blog/author/magiscenter
https://magiscenter.com/contemporary-scientifically-validated-miracles-associated-with-blessed-mary-saints-and-the-holy-eucharist-2/


We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
August 6th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

“We must always have courage and if 
some spiritual languor comes upon 
us, let us run to the feet of Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and let us 
place ourselves in the midst of the 
heavenly perfumes, and we will 
undoubtedly regain our strength.”         
                              ~Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, July 26
Sts Joachim & Anne, Parents of 
the Blessed Birgin Mary (obl)
7:15am (T)  Mary & Joseph Deegan †

Tuesday, July 27
Weekday
5:00pm (T)  Maximilian Smay  

Wednesday, July 28
Weekday
9:00am (P)  Dennis Grassi †

Thursday, July 29
St. Martha (obl)
5:00pm (T)  Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Friday, July 30
St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop & Doc of Church (opt mem)
5:00pm (T)  Elizabeth Renzelli 

Saturday, July 31
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest (obl)
9:00am (P)  Don & Robert Martz †
5:00pm (T)  People of the Parish † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 01
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Robert Nichols †
11:00am (P) Vina Nolin †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


