
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - August 01, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church where 
a volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

FORMED.ORG

St. Thomas:   $3,487.14

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,105.00
                

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 25, 2021

ANNUAL WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 01 - ASK FATHER following Mass in Parsons
Aug 04 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
Aug 04 - Book Club begins at 6:30 in Parsons
Aug 05 - Book Club after Mass in Thomas
Aug 15 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Park

SUMMER BOOK CLUB

WILL YOU HELP?
Readers are desperately needed at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church. If you would like to volunteer your time and talent, 
please contact the parish office at 463-4488. 

The Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder
Wednesday at Our Lady of Mercy, Aug 4 at 6:30
Thursday at St. Thomas, Aug 5 after 5pm Mass

The reading guide for our third and final discussion is in the 
back of the church.  This week we will finish the book.

PARISH PICNIC

ASK FATHER IS BACK
Join us on Sunday, August 1st immediately following the 
11am Mass in Parsons for “Ask Father!” All are welcome to 
attend.

The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU season 
tickets to be given away. The drawing will be before the first 
home game. Tickets can be found in the back of both churches 
for a donation of $5.00. Please give money and ticket to a 
Knight, no later than August, 25th.

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on Sunday, 
August 15th at 1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus Park! We 
will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed 
Mother and her feast of the Assumption. Then we will have a 
delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus 
providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and 
beverages for all.  

Don’t forget about formed.org. If you have not signed up yet 
just go to the formed.org website then enter our church name, 
city and state. You will then enjoy a FREE streaming platform 
for religious learning resources that can be used at home.

"Let’s not pretend that abortion 
isn’t about the mass slaughter of 
innocents."
          ~Michael Aston

Prayers to our Patrons
Good Saint Thomas, model of humility 
and learning, God called you to a life of 
study and prayer.  We humbly ask you to 
intercede for us.  May Christ enable us to 
imitate you in the pursuit of holiness so 
that the yearning of our hearts, like yours, 
may only proclaim “non nisi te, Domine ― 
nothing but you, O Lord.”
 
Most Merciful Mother, you became the 
mother of all Christians as you stood at 
the foot of the Cross.  We confidently fly 
to you for refuge in this valley of tears.  
From your place in heaven graciously 
point out the needs of us, your children, 
to your Son so that, obtaining mercy, we 
may praise God with you for all eternity.

     PRO-LIFE CORNER



The Bread of Life, Part I
by Jonathan Mann

Three years ago at this very time—August 1, in fact (it was a Wednesday in 2018)—while Fr. Grassi 
and I were talking in his office, he said something I very clearly remember. I had brought up the Mass and the 
importance of understanding what it is, and he replied that most Catholics, if asked, could not tell what the 
Mass is. (Emphasis on most is his own.)  Every Catholic is taught that the Eucharist is the body and blood of 
Christ under appearances of bread and wine, but relatively few can say much more than that. This summer, as 
occurs every third year, the sixth chapter of St. John’s Gospel is read at Mass over the course of five consecutive 
Sundays. We hear of the miraculous feeding of five thousand, which prefigures the Eucharist, and the 
Discourse on the Bread of Life. Today is the second Sunday in this series. While last week’s bulletin invited us 
to reflect on Eucharistic miracles, amazing proofs that bread and wine truly become Christ’s body and blood, 
this week we will look at some basic truths about the nature of the Eucharist, i.e., what the Eucharist is. 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST IS A SACRIFICE 

In order to understand why we need to attend Mass, before considering how to participate in the Mass 
well and how to receive the greatest benefit from Holy Communion, we need to know that the Holy Eucharist 
is a sacrifice. The word Mass refers to the Eucharist as a sacrifice, while Communion refers to the Eucharist as a 
sacrament. Thus, the Eucharist is the Sacrifice also known as Mass. 

What is a sacrifice?  Sacrifice is the principal act of worship; it is the very heart of religion. It is the 
chief act by which God’s people adore Him. We read about sacrifice throughout the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation. We read in the 4th chapter of the book of Genesis that Abel offered firstling lambs from his flock, 
and Cain offered a sacrifice of “the fruit of the ground.” Every year at Passover, the Jews would offer the 
Passover lamb. Even the pagans had an awareness that sacrifice was essential to religion, though their ideas 
about God were muddled. Every sacrifice includes certain essential elements. In a sacrifice, a priest offers to 
God a victim, which is somehow destroyed. The priest is the one who offers the sacrifice to God on behalf of 
the people. The victim is the gift that is offered. In the Old Testament, animals and crops were offered as 
victims. The destruction of the victim takes it out of man’s possession and use. This destruction signifies God’s 
supremacy and our dependence on Him. By giving up the victim completely as we offer it to God, we 
acknowledge that we owe Him everything—our existence and life, the food that sustains us, the goods we use. 
By offering sacrifice, we express the offering of ourselves to God in return for His goodness to us. 

The Eucharist is the perfect Sacrifice, because in the Eucharist Jesus Himself is both the Priest and the 
Victim. The animals and crops placed upon the altars of the Old Testament were mere creatures. So were the 
men who offered them. But Jesus is more than a creature. He is both divine and human. In His earthly life, His 
body was able to be destroyed in death, but because He was divine also, everything He did had infinite value. 
When Christ died on the Cross, the perfect Priest offered Himself as the perfect Victim to the heavenly Father. 
His offering gave infinite honor to God because the Priest and Victim had divine dignity. Whenever a Catholic 
priest offers the Eucharist—the Mass—Jesus’ perfect Sacrifice becomes really and truly present on the altar. 
Jesus does not die again and again, each time Mass if offered.  St. Paul writes that Christ, “raised from the 
dead, will never die again” (Rom. 6:9). Christ, alive in the eternity of Heaven, is always offering Himself to the 
Father, always presenting to His Father the death that once occurred in time but which cannot happen again. At 
the Mass, the separation of His body and blood in death is represented by the separate consecrations of bread 
and wine, but He is alive and entire under each species. Jesus as priest truly offers Himself at every Mass. The 
ordained priest is His instrument. 

One more truth to keep in mind is that we, with Christ and His ordained priest, offer His Sacrifice, 
because at baptism we become members of His mystical body, the Church. We offer Christ to the Father and 
ourselves with Him. This is why the priest says at the Offertory, “Pray, brethren, that my Sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father,” and the people themselves express the offering by 
responding, “May the Lord accept the Sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of His name, for our 
good and the good of all His holy Church.”

F



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
August 6th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

“We must always have courage and if 
some spiritual languor comes upon 
us, let us run to the feet of Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and let us 
place ourselves in the midst of the 
heavenly perfumes, and we will 
undoubtedly regain our strength.”         
                              ~Padre Pio

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 02
St. Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop (opt)
St. Peter Julian Eymard, Priest (opt)
7:15am (T)  Anthony Allen Viola †

Tuesday, Aug 03
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Faithfully departed of Mountaineer High                
                    School especially class of 67/68 †  

Wednesday, Aug 04
St. John Vianney, Priest (obl)
9:00am (P)  Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Aug 05
The Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major (opt)
5:00pm (T)  Marianne Lambert †

First Friday, Aug 06
The Transfiguration of the Lord (feast)
5:00pm (P)  ADORATION & BENEDICTION
6:00pm (P)  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castaldo †

First Saturday, Aug 07
St. Sixtus II, Pope, and companions, Martyrs; (opt)
St. Cajetan, Priest; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P)  Karen Renzelli †
5:00pm (T)  Gene Randolph † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 08
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish †
11:00am (P) Frances & Arley Mason †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


