
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  - August 08, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,962.16

Our Lady of Mercy:  $972.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug 01, 2021

ANNUAL WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 11 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
Aug 15 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Park
Aug 17 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
Readers are desperately needed at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church. If you would like to volunteer your time and talent, 
please contact the parish office at 463-4488. 

~Thank you to Paul Pratt for organizing the cleaning of the 
ceiling fans in the St. Thomas Aquinas Church and to Tom 
Kucer, Bill Wallace, and Rocky Spencer who helped. The 
ceiling fans have not been cleaned for many years and it was 
much needed. We are very grateful!

~Thank you to all the ladies who helped in any way with the 
funeral luncheon for the family of Stanislaw Drwall, WWII 
MIA.  It was a big event and all of your efforts are greatly 
appreciated.  

PARISH PICNIC

The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU season 
tickets to be given away. The drawing will be before the first 
home game. Tickets can be found in the back of both churches 
for a donation of $5.00. Please give money and ticket to a 
Knight, no later than August, 25th.

Our annual parish picnic is next Sunday, August 15th at 
1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus Park! We will begin with 
our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her 
Feast of the Assumption. Then we will have a delicious variety 
of foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their 
signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  
Bring your family and enjoy a day of fun in the sun!

Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 437
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 36,058

THE ROSARY REMAINS 
OUR STRONGEST WEAPON

A BIG THANK YOU

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Pour down Thy blessings abundantly 
on Thy Holy Church, on the Supreme 
Pontiff, and on all the clergy. Grant 
perseverance to the just, convert 
sinners, enlighten infidels, bless our 
parents, friends, and benefactors, assist 
the dying, free the souls in purgatory, 
and extend over all hearts the sweet 
empire of Thy love.
~Pope St. Pius X, June 16, 1906



F

The Bread of Life, Part II
by Jonathan Mann

       St. John Mary Vianney (1786-1859) is the patron saint of priests. He spent forty years—the majority of his 
life—as pastor of the village of Ars, a small farming community in rural France. As we continue to hear from 
the Discourse on the Bread of Life, let us learn from this holy priest, who instilled great Eucharistic piety in 
his parishioners. Fr. François Trochu, his biographer, records this story: “Every morning, before going to the 
fields, a humble peasant would leave his pickaxe in front of the church and spend time before the tabernacle.”  
Fr. Vianney, who often noticed the man, once asked what he would say to our Lord. The peasant’s reply didn’t 
specify any words. He told Fr. Vianney, “I look at Him, and He looks at me.”  The priest, who himself would 
spend time before the Blessed Sacrament every day, encouraged his parishioners to follow this man’s quiet 
example. Among many surviving records of the saint’s words are these: “If you pass a church, enter to greet 
our Lord. Could we walk past a friend’s door without saying hello?”  Notice that St. John Vianney encouraged 
a practice exemplified by a layman. This point reminds us that union with Christ is not for priests and 
religious alone; it is God’s invitation to everyone. Keeping in mind St. John Vianney and the peasant, let’s 
consider two elements of the Eucharist: self-gift and union. 
       We recall that every sacrifice has a priest and a victim. The priest is the one who offers, and the victim is 
the gift that is offered. In Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice, He is both priest and victim; that is to say, He offers Himself 
to the Father. Everyone who has received the sacrament of baptism participates in Christ’s Sacrifice. We, too, 
offer Him to the Father, and we offer ourselves with Him. Christ’s Sacrifice, made present in the Eucharist, is 
the heart of the Christian life. It gives new meaning to everything we do. 
       If we consider the most meaningful relationships (marriage, friendship, parent-child, to name a few), we 
will find reciprocal giving of self at the center of each relationship—provided the relationship is healthy. To 
take marriage as an example, each spouse performs his or her role out of love for the other. A husband gives of 
himself for his wife by working day after day to provide for her. The wife similarly gives of herself by making 
a warm home for her husband. Self-giving, of course, goes far beyond fulfilling one’s work obligations. It 
entails giving one’s personal presence, attention, and affection. The words “I love you” express a mutual 
disposition that underlies everything the spouses do with each other or for each other. And everything means a 
whole lot: mowing the lawn, taking out the trash, cooking dinner, stopping at the store on the way home even 
though I have a headache, listening to what happened to my spouse this afternoon, rejoicing because you are 
happy, mourning because you are sad…. To make a gift of self means to offer what I am and what I have for 
the good of the person I love, simply because I value that person’s good as my own. In His wisdom, God uses 
human relationships to teach us about the relationship He calls each of us to have with Him.
       At the Offertory of the Mass, we the faithful express our contribution to Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice. Offering 
the bread, the priest says, “Blessed are You, Lord, God of all creation, for through Your goodness we have 
received the bread we offer You, fruit of the earth and work of human hands….” As he offers the wine, he says, 
“…fruit of the vine and work of human hands….” Notice the phrases we offer and work of human hands. 
Human activity plays an important role in producing the gifts which are to become Christ’s body and blood. 
The offering of bread and wine represents our offering to God of everything we do. Again, everything means a 
whole lot: mowing the lawn, taking out the trash, cooking dinner, and so on.  We spiritually lay our entire 
lives down upon the altar. God certainly doesn’t need anything that we have in and of ourselves; but He 
accepts His Son from us, and He accepts our self-offering in Christ, because He loves us. What does He give us 
in return? This is My body, which will be given up for you. God and the faithful soul give themselves to each 
other and are united. This is why the word we use for reception of the Holy Eucharist is Communion.  
       Let us return to St. John Vianney and his devout parishioner. Notice that the man carried a pickaxe—a 
work tool—when he would visit Jesus. This is no idle detail; it speaks volumes to anyone who truly knows 
what the Eucharist is and makes it the foundation of his or her life. What happened inside that church had 
everything to do with the hours the peasant would spend working with his tool. The mutual self-giving 
between God and this humble soul gave meaning to his work. It gave meaning to his entire life. The power of 
the Eucharist daily brought the man into a deeper and more perfect union with God. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Sept. 3rd

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

“How sweet and full of comfort 
are the moments spent 

before the Blessed Sacrament! 
Are you in trouble? 

Come and throw yourself 
at his feet.”

~St. John Vianney

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 09
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Vir & Mar (opt)
7:15am (T)  Barbara Saboites

Tuesday, Aug 10
St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr (feast)
5:00pm (T) Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Cocco †  

Wednesday, Aug 11
St. Clare, Virgin (obl)
9:00am (P)  Edward F. & Doris M. Silk †

Thursday, Aug 12
St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious (opt)
5:00pm (T)  Martin Allchin

Friday, Aug 13
Sts. Pontian, Pope, & Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs (opt)
5:00pm (T)  Jenny & Tony Suder †

Saturday, Aug 14
St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest & Martyr (obl)
9:00am (P)  David F. Silk †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 15
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


