
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  - August 15, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2647.06

Our Lady of Mercy:  $987.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug 08, 2021

ANNUAL WVU SEASON TICKET RAFFLE

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 15 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus Park
Aug 17 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas after Mass/6pm
Aug 18 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
Readers are desperately needed at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church. If you would like to volunteer your time and talent, 
please contact the parish office at 463-4488. 

Lectio Divina:  Hearing God’s Voice Through Scripture.  
This can be found under AUDIO: Prayer

In this informative presentation, Dr. Tim Gray shares how 
Lectio Divina enables you to enter into a dialogue with God. 
This prayerful reading of Sacred Scripture is a proven means to 
encounter God in daily life and will benefit both those new to 
prayer and those who are more experienced.  

If you have not signed up, just go to FORMED.ORG and select  
St. Thomas Aquinas to get started.  

PARISH PICNIC

The Knights of Columbus are raffling 2 pairs of WVU season 
tickets to be given away. The drawing will be before the first 
home game. Tickets can be found in the back of both churches 
for a donation of $5.00. Please give money and ticket to a 
Knight, no later than August, 25th.

Our annual parish picnic is TODAY Sunday, August 15th at 
1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus Park! We will begin with 
our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her 
Feast of the Assumption. Then we will have a delicious variety 
of foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their 
signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  
Bring your family and enjoy a day of fun in the sun!

Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 437
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 36,058

THE ROSARY REMAINS 
OUR STRONGEST WEAPON

DON’T FORGET ABOUT FORMED.ORG

yes, i am 
pro-life.

no, i am not 
intolerant or evil.

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Pour down Thy blessings abundantly 
on Thy Holy Church, on the Supreme 
Pontiff, and on all the clergy. Grant 
perseverance to the just, convert 
sinners, enlighten infidels, bless our 
parents, friends, and benefactors, assist 
the dying, free the souls in purgatory, 
and extend over all hearts the sweet 
empire of Thy love.
~Pope St. Pius X, June 16, 1906



The Bread of Life, Part III
by Jonathan Mann

Today we joyfully celebrate the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Catholic Church teaches 
that, at the end of Mary’s earthly life, she was assumed, body and soul, into Heaven. There she shares in the glory 
of her Son’s Resurrection. Although the readings for the Assumption replace those of the Twentieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, the break in sequence does not interrupt our reflection on the Holy Eucharist. While she was on 
earth, Mary carried Jesus in her womb for nine months. When she brought Him to John the Baptist and to his 
mother, Elizabeth, Jesus gave them grace through Mary’s cooperation in His saving work. In Holy Communion 
we, too, receive Jesus into our bodies, and, like Mary, we are called to be instruments of His grace for our 
neighbors. Now that we have considered the Eucharist as a sacrifice—Christ’s perfect Sacrifice—we turn to the 
Eucharist as a sacrament. 
THE  HOLY  EUCHARIST  IS  A  SACRAMENT 

As we have all been taught, either as children in catechism class or as adults in RCIA, there are seven 
sacraments (baptism, confirmation, confession, etc.). Every one of them has been instituted by Christ Himself. The 
purpose of every sacrament is to give grace. Each sacrament gives its own particular grace. For example, 
confirmation gives the strength to live the Christian life despite the pressures of the secular world, and to witness 
to Christ before others. Confession takes away sins and gives the grace to avoid sinning again. Of all the 
sacraments, the Eucharist has the highest dignity because this sacrament not only gives grace, but contains Christ 
Himself. To receive the Holy Eucharist fruitfully, one must be in the state of grace. This means that anyone who 
has committed a mortal sin is obliged to receive the sacrament of confession before receiving Communion. 
Intentionally receiving Communion outside the state of grace is an additional grave sin, called sacrilege. 
Additionally, we are obliged to fast for a minimum of one hour before receiving Communion, unless we are 
exempted by a serious health concern. By this little bit of self-denial, we show reverence for the One Whom we 
are to receive, and we prepare our hearts for His spiritual gifts by detaching ourselves from bodily desires. One 
who comes properly prepared to receive Jesus, receives beautiful graces from Him and is drawn into deeper union 
with Him. The particular grace given by the sacrament of Holy Communion is the conformity of the soul to the 
mystery of Christ’s Sacrifice. In other words, through Holy Communion, the life of the person who receives 
Christ becomes a more perfect offering of love to God—a more perfect sharing in Christ’s own sacrificial offering 
of Himself to the Father. The more fervently and frequently one participates in the Mass and receives 
Communion, the more perfectly he becomes alius Christus, another Christ. The Eucharistic Sacrifice culminates in 
Holy Communion. By the power of this sacrament, the gift to God which the faithful Christian makes of his life 
reaches its fullness.  

In any catechism, we will find a list of this sacrament’s effects upon the soul. The first effect is an 
increase of sanctifying grace; with each devout Communion, the soul comes to share more fully in God’s divine 
life. The second effect is a closer union with our Lord through the sacramental grace of the Eucharist. This effect 
of the Eucharist is, simply, holiness of life. As we have just seen, the Eucharist perfects and brightens the 
Christian life by enabling the soul to make every thought, word, and deed an offering of love to God. The third 
effect is freedom from sin. One who has true contrition for his sins—sorrow either for having offended God or, at 
the least, for fear of God’s punishments—receives forgiveness of sins through this sacrament. (Remember that 
this effect concerns primarily venial sins, since we must confess mortal sins before receiving Communion.) 
Moreover, Holy Communion preserves us from falling into mortal sin; and as it increases our affection for Christ, 
it lessens our attachment to venial sin. Consider, hence, the great innocence of life God grants to those who 
devoutly follow the practice of frequent Communion. A fourth effect is the soul’s union with all the faithful 
through the supernatural love they share. Indeed, the same sacrament that perfects our union with God perfects 
our union with one another! Through Holy Communion we receive grace to perform good works willingly, not 
counting the cost, out of love for God and neighbor. A final effect is the glorification of the body. After the 
general resurrection, the beautifying effect upon both soul and body of every Communion devoutly received on 
earth, will be evident in each of the blessed. The Assumption of Jesus’ Mother, who carried His body in her own, 
first during her pregnancy and later at each Holy Communion, shows us what we hope to receive someday 
through our carrying of Christ’s body. He has made a promise: “I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever.” (Jn 6:51)

F



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Sept. 3rd

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

“How sweet and full of comfort 
are the moments spent 

before the Blessed Sacrament! 
Are you in trouble? 

Come and throw yourself 
at His feet.”

~St. John Vianney

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 16
St. Stephen of Hungary (opt)
7:15am (T)  Anthony Lenzo † 

Tuesday, Aug 17
Weekday 
5:00pm (T)  Special Intention  

Wednesday, Aug 18
Weekday                         
9:00am (P)  Gene Randolph †

Thursday, Aug 19
St. John Eudes, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Kozlenhar Family †

Friday, Aug 20
St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church (obl)
5:00pm (T)  Thelma Cloonan †

Saturday, Aug 21
St. Pius X, Pope (obl)
9:00am (P)  Alice & Ray Dye †
5:00pm (T)  Pamela Palmer † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 22
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) David F. Silk †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 


