
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - August 22, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1002.14

Our Lady of Mercy:  $752.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug. 15, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 25 - Bocce Ball at the Knights of Columbus Park from 6-9pm
Sept 05 - ASK FATHER immediately after the 11am Mass
Sept 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Sept 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Sept 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm in the     
                 Social hall

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

Total Rosaries for 4 weeks: 195
Total Rosaries since May 2016: 36,253

THE ROSARY REMAINS 
OUR STRONGEST WEAPON

CONDOLENCES
Please pray for the soul of Nancy Nester who passed away last 
week and please pray for the consolation of her family as 
well. Nancy’s viewing will be at Lohr & Barb funeral home on 
Monday, August 23 from 4 - 7pm with rosary at 6:30pm. Her 
funeral Mass will be at Our Lady of Mercy Church at 11am on 
Tuesday, August 24th. There will be a funeral luncheon in the 
social hall immediately following her burial.

“I’ll call the unloved 
and make them beloved.”

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings on Sunday, September 12, immediately 
following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons.  We would like to 
invite all ladies of the church to attend our meetings and/or 
participate in fundraisers, parties or other social events.  We 
appreciate your ideas, talents and support in making our 
Guild a success.

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are offered once per month on different topics.  These 
classes will help you dive deeper into the things you 
THOUGHT you knew.  

Man, the Fall, and the Identity Crisis:
Monday, Sept 13th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Sept 16th after Mass in Thomas

Presenters: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler
All are welcome to come and learn! Please watch bulletin for 

next month’s class in October.

ATTENTION LADIES

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL

St. Thomas Aquinas Church:  $5,910 pledged  (Goal: $12,250) 
Our Lady of Mercy Church:  $1,745 pledged  (Goal: $4,780)

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Pour down Thy blessings abundantly 
on Thy Holy Church, on the Supreme 
Pontiff, and on all the clergy. Grant 
perseverance to the just, convert 
sinners, enlighten infidels, bless our 
parents, friends, and benefactors, assist 
the dying, free the souls in purgatory, 
and extend over all hearts the sweet 
empire of Thy love.
~Pope St. Pius X, June 16, 1906

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Wednesday, September 8th is our Blessed 
Mother’s birthday! We will celebrate with 
Mass at 6pm in Parsons followed by a 
social with birthday cake. All are 
welcome!



The Bread of Life, Part IV,  by Jonathan Mann
In her writings, St. Teresa of Calcutta records that she once told two of her Missionaries of Charity, 

“During the Mass notice how tenderly and lovingly the priest touches the body of Christ. Do not forget, that 
Christ is the same Christ you touch in the poor.” Later on, when the two religious sisters returned, one of them 
said, beaming with joy, “Mother, I touched the body of Christ for the last three hours! Right after we arrived, 
they brought us a man covered with wounds. … I had to help take care of his wounds. It took three hours. 
Therefore, I touched the body of Christ for three hours. I am sure it was He.”

We read in the Catechism, “The Eucharist commits us to the poor” (CCC 1397). Notice the point Mother 
Teresa makes:  Our ability to recognize Christ in the poor and to love Him in the poor hinges upon the Eucharist. 
Think about it. The Eucharist is the Sacrifice that Christ and we offer together to the Father, and in this Sacrifice I 
offer everything I do. The grace I receive through Holy Communion purifies the intention and increases the love 
with which I share in this Sacrifice. In Holy Communion, God offers me the grace to do everything out of love 
for Him, so that every thought, word, and deed becomes a fragrant offering to Him. Mother Teresa and her 
Missionaries of Charity illustrate this truth. Jesus in the Eucharist gave them the light to see Jesus in their 
neighbor. Jesus in the Eucharist gave them the strength and tenderness to love Jesus in their neighbor. Next time 
the novice attended Mass, she had a wonderful gift to present. She could spiritually place upon the altar the 
service she had rendered to Christ in the poor man. Through the power of Communion, my entire life can 
become, in miniature, what the Eucharist is—an exchange of self-giving between God and His beloved. The grace 
God offers in Communion gives the soul its greatest excellence. It brings to perfection the soul’s participation in 
God’s own life. If you want to understand how people could call wrinkled, hunched-over Mother Teresa 
beautiful, draw close to Jesus in the Eucharist. 
FREQUENT  OR  DAILY  HOLY  COMMUNION  

How does the Church instruct us to honor and approach the Holy Eucharist?  St. Pius X, who became 
Pope in 1903, lowered the age of First Communion from twelve to seven, the age of reason. Here are two 
suggestions implied in this ruling. First, childhood connotes innocence. Thus, we should receive Holy 
Communion with as much innocence and purity of intention as possible. Pius X’s Decree on Frequent & Daily 
Communion states: “He who approaches the Holy Table should do so, not out of routine, or vainglory, or human 
respect, but because he wishes to please God, to be more closely united with Him by charity, and to have 
recourse to this divine remedy for his weakness and defects.” In other words, when we receive Communion, we 
should try to receive with the intention of pleasing God and growing closer to Him. Additionally, since sin 
offends God and hinders our union with Him, we should receive Communion with a desire that Christ cleanse 
and strengthen our souls. The second suggestion is of frequency. Jesus does not want us to delay until 
adolescence. He doesn’t want us to delay at all! He longs for us to come to Him as soon and as often as we can. By 
analogy, the Church baptizes infants, not only to secure their salvation in case they die at an early age, but 
because God desires us to be close to Him throughout life, from the beginning onward. The Church strongly 
encourages the faithful to receive Holy Communion as often as possible because of the holiness God gives us 
through this highest of all the sacraments. In the same Decree on Frequent & Daily Communion, Pius X states, 
“Frequent and daily Communion, as a practice most earnestly desired by Christ our Lord and by the Catholic 
Church, should be open to all the faithful, of whatever rank and condition of life….”  One of St. Pius X’s famous 
quotes is, “Holy Communion is the shortest and safest way to Heaven.”

Many people, at the prospect of frequent Mass (“frequent” means a multiple but unspecified number 
per week), gasp, or look perplexed, or quickly do math in their heads, or start weighing moral pros and cons…  
Granted, work and family obligations are sacred, but practical challenges are not fundamental obstacles. Jesus 
has the power to make frequent Communion practicable for anyone who seeks it earnestly and prays for it with 
perseverance. (Besides, busy as we are, we Americans somehow find, on average, four hours a day to watch TV—
totaling two months per person each year!)  In order to grow close to Jesus in the Eucharist, what we need above 
all else is the grace to seek Him out. One of the best graces we can pray for is the desire to be united to Jesus in 
the Eucharist. Before asking practical questions, we should think very deliberately about the wonders God works 
in a soul who receives Him with great love. The more fervently and frequently we receive Jesus, the greater is the 
love with which we return to receive Him again, and again the deeper our resulting union with Him. Taking the 
Church’s instruction on frequent Communion seriously, we should seek Jesus ardently, one step at a time. While 
on earth, the saints had astonishing fervor for Jesus in the Eucharist. But they did not have such devotion because 
they were saints. They became saints because they practiced this devotion. 

F



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Sept. 3rd

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

“How sweet and full of comfort 
are the moments spent 

before the Blessed Sacrament! 
Are you in trouble? 

Come and throw yourself 
at His feet.”

~St. John Vianney

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 23
St. Rose of Lima, Virgin (opt)
7:15am (T) Barbara Saboites 

Tuesday, Aug 24
St. Bartholomew, Apostle (Feast)
5:00pm (T)  Kelly Pfau  

Wednesday, Aug 25
St. Louis: St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest (opt)                       
9:00am (P)  Gene Randolph †

Thursday, Aug 26
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Kozlenhar Family †

Friday, Aug 27
St. Monica (obl)
5:00pm (T)  Thelma Cloonan †

Saturday, Aug 28
St. Augustine,Bishop & Doctor of the Church (obl)
9:00am (P)  Alice & Ray Dye †
5:00pm (T)  Pamela Palmer † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Aug 29
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) David F. Silk †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time


