
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - August 29, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,381.58

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,810.35

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug. 22, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 05 - ASK FATHER immediately after the 11am Mass
Sept 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Sept 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Sept 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm in the     
                 Social hall

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

A BOOK YOU MAY HAVE RECEIVED IN THE MAIL

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are offered once per month on different topics.  These 
classes will help you dive deeper into the things you 
THOUGHT you knew.  

Man, the Fall, and the Identity Crisis:
Monday, Sept 13th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Sept 16th after Mass in Thomas

Presenters: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler
All are welcome to come and learn! Please watch bulletin for 

next month’s class in October.

PASTORAL CONCERNS SURVEY

This week the Diocese has heard from parishioners belonging 
to multiple parishes about a book sent to their homes, “The 
Great Controversy” by Ellen G. White, co-foundress of the 
Seventh Day Adventists. This book is not provided by the 
Church, nor endorsed by it. The Diocese will not share any 
parish mailing information with unauthorized outside 
vendors, particularly sources related to this book.

Next Sunday is the kick-off of the Diocese-wide pastoral 
concerns survey commissioned by Bishop Brennan. This is an 
extraordinary opportunity for all of us to provide input to the 
Bishop and Chancery staff as they prioritize future diocesan 
pastoral programs. This is a unique opportunity to provide 
your insights to the leadership of the Wheeling Charleston 
diocese by completing this brief 7-10 minute survey. Surveys 
can be completed electronically online, or manually via a 
paper document. If you desire to fill out a paper document, 
they will be available at the back of the church after all masses 
next weekend. Please return them in the collection basket the 
following weekend(s). Instructions for online completion can 
be found in next Sunday’s bulletin. Completed surveys can be 
submitted until Sunday, September 19, 2021. 

Abortion has never been 
about “choice”

It’s about escaping 
the consequences of your 
choices by taking away 

the “choices” of the most 
innocent among us

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

Special Emergency Collection Sept. 4-5
to Support Humanitarian Efforts in Haiti

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Pour down Thy blessings abundantly 
on Thy Holy Church, on the Supreme 
Pontiff, and on all the clergy. Grant 
perseverance to the just, convert 
sinners, enlighten infidels, bless our 
parents, friends, and benefactors, assist 
the dying, free the souls in purgatory, 
and extend over all hearts the sweet 
empire of Thy love.
~Pope St. Pius X, June 16, 1906

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Next Wednesday, September 8th is our 
Blessed Mother’s birthday! We will 
celebrate with Mass at 6pm in Parsons 
followed by a social with birthday cake. 
All are welcome!



F

Likeness to the Heart of Christ, by Jonathan Mann
       Fr. Chad Ripperger, renowned exorcist and teacher, tells us that to make reparation to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is to make reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary also, and that to make reparation to the 
Immaculate Heart is to make reparation also to the Sacred Heart. Because the bond of love which unites these 
two Hearts is so great, to offer reparation to one is to offer reparation to both. The Church has always looked to 
Mary as the perfect model of holiness. Her love for God is so pure and entire, that she shares in the virtues of 
her Son’s Heart to a degree far beyond that of any other creature. Mary loves what Jesus loves. Mary loves as 
Jesus loves. In perfect union with Him, she loves His Father; and in perfect union with Him, she loves each of 
us. Have you ever met someone so genuinely upright and kindhearted that you’ve thought to yourself, “This 
person loves like Christ”? A soul that grows close to our Blessed Mother has such an experience. Such a soul 
can say of Mary, “This is what Christ is like. She loves with the love of Christ Himself.”
       Recall the familiar parable of the wedding feast which a king gives for his son (Mt 22). Many guests 
assemble, but one man comes without a wedding garment. When the king sees him, he questions him about 
his unacceptable condition, and a striking statement follows: the man is “reduced to silence” (Mt 22:12). The 
wedding garment signifies the grace and virtue which a soul must have in order to share in God’s life and 
enter Heaven. The man’s speechlessness teaches us about the judgment everyone must someday face. 
Regardless what anyone has to say here on earth for his own conduct or the disposition of his own heart, when 
Christ comes as our Judge, He Who is Truth itself will reveal the full truth about everyone who has ever lived. 
No one will make any answer then, except “Yes, Lord. Everything You say about me is true.” If God were to 
show me the complete truth about my heart today, what would I see? Do I really want to know how I appear to 
God at this very moment? At the Judgment, the saints will regret that they did not love God more. They will 
clearly see that He is infinitely loveable, and that sin both greatly offends Him and defiles the sinner. Thus, I 
should ask myself:  Is it my concern to give God as much love as I can?  Everyone is unique. No one but me can 
give God that love which is uniquely mine to offer Him. 
       Since the Holy Eucharist is the richest of subjects, the Church’s strong recommendation of frequent or even 
daily Communion, introduced in last week’s article, needs more explanation. (Keep in mind that a 
recommendation is not a command.) The Mass is the greatest act of love because it is God’s own act of love. 
God, Who has already given us the entire universe, goes even further:  He gives us Himself in the Person of 
Jesus Christ. And Christ as a man, still fully divine, offers Himself to the Father on our behalf. We the 
members of His Church both receive Jesus from the Father and offer Jesus to the Father, offering ourselves 
along with Him. The reason Jesus, our majestic Lord and the Holiest of all men, lowers Himself daily for us to 
receive Him, is that we might become most perfectly like Him. Consider these words from Pope St. Pius X’s 
Decree on Frequent & Daily Communion: 

The desire of Jesus Christ and of the Church that all the faithful should daily approach the sacred banquet is directed 
chiefly to this end: that the faithful, being united to God by means of the Sacrament, may thence derive strength to 
resist their sensual passions, to cleanse themselves from the stains of daily faults, and to avoid these graver sins to 
which human frailty is liable…. The fruits of daily Communion will be far more abundant than those of Communion 
received weekly….

In other words, the more often a member of the faithful receives Christ in the Eucharist (granted, in the state of 
grace and with the intention of pleasing God), the more perfect an image of Christ does this faithful soul 
become. The soul who frequently sets time aside to offer himself upon the altar with Jesus and to receive Him 
in Communion, becomes a surpassing likeness of the One he receives. This holiness is God’s free gift to the 
soul who seeks Him. Through frequent Communion, God grants the soul burning charity, clear spiritual 
vision, purity of heart, freedom from sin, strength against temptation, awareness of the movements of the Holy 
Spirit, unrestrained alacrity at the Spirit’s promptings, immunity from the attacks of demons, and healing from 
spiritual illness. 
       Let us again consider Mary’s Immaculate Heart, the greatest likeness of her Son’s Sacred Heart. In 
Scripture, the heart symbolizes the center of the person, the seat of desire and will. Jesus and Mary are one in 
their disposition of love. The closeness of their physical Hearts points to a spiritual unity. Through Holy 
Communion we, too, receive a taste of Mary’s union with Jesus, for the Heart which beat beneath her 
Immaculate Heart beats beneath the heart of the communicant. In time, the Heart of Christ conforms the 
devout communicant’s heartbeat fully to Its own. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Sept. 3rd

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

“How sweet and full of comfort 
are the moments spent 

before the Blessed Sacrament! 
Are you in trouble? 

Come and throw yourself 
at His feet.”

~St. John Vianney

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Aug 30
Weekday 
7:15am (T) Janet Jones † 

Tuesday, Aug 31
Weekday 
5:00pm (T) Sheila Slater †

Wednesday, Sept 01Weekday                       
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Sept 02
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Joseph Fortini †

First Friday, Sept 03
St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor of the Church (obl)
5:00pm (T) ADORATION & BENEDICTION
6:00pm (T) Mena Krosmico (Special) †

First Saturday, Sept 04
Weekday
BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Karen Renzelli †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Sept 05
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Paula & Bernard Maas †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish †

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time


