
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 05, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,013.14

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,146.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Aug. 29, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 05 - ASK FATHER immediately after the 11am Mass
Sept 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Sept 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Sept 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm in 
                 the Social hall

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

ATTENTION LADIES

How well do you REALLY know your faith? 
Classes are offered once per month on different topics.  These 
classes will help you dive deeper into the things you 
THOUGHT you knew.  

Man, the Fall, and the Identity Crisis:
Monday, Sept 13th at 6:30pm in Parsons

Thursday, Sept 16th after Mass in Thomas

Presenters: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler
All are welcome to come and learn! Please watch bulletin for 

next month’s class in October.

PASTORAL CONCERNS SURVEY
We have all been hearing about the diocesan-wide pastoral 
concerns survey for nearly a month now, and today is 
SURVEY DISTRIBUTION DAY. Remember, you can 
complete the survey either electonically or manually. If you 
intend to complete the survey electronically please use this 
link to access the survey: 

https://dwc.org/pastoral-needs-survey/
For those completing the survey manually, please be certain to 
pick one up at the back of the church on your way home, and 
return your completed surveys in the collection basket next 
week.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND

Special Emergency Collection Sept. 4-5
to Support Humanitarian Efforts in Haiti

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings on Sunday, September 12, immediately 
following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons.  We would like to 
invite all ladies of the church to attend our meetings and/or 
participate in fundraisers, parties or other social events.  We 
appreciate your ideas, talents and support in making our 
Guild a success.

PRO-LIFE CORNER
In a late term abortion, the baby is 
killed and then delivery is induced. 
Think about that. They’re delivering 
the child anyway. Why kill him ahead 
of time? Why not deliver him alive 
and put him up for adoption? Why 
does he need to come out dead?

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Pour down Thy blessings abundantly 
on Thy Holy Church, on the Supreme 
Pontiff, and on all the clergy. Grant 
perseverance to the just, convert 
sinners, enlighten infidels, bless our 
parents, friends, and benefactors, assist 
the dying, free the souls in purgatory, 
and extend over all hearts the sweet 
empire of Thy love.
~Pope St. Pius X, June 16, 1906

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
This Wednesday, September 8th is our 
Blessed Mother’s birthday! We will 
celebrate with Mass at 6pm in Parsons 
followed by a social with birthday cake. 
All are welcome!



“Prayer is the greatest contribution that our people can make in this critical hour”
Robert E. Lee

   In the spring of 1864, during the tragic war that divided America, Jefferson Davis proclaimed Friday, 
April 8 “a day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer” for the Confederate States. He urged the people to beg 
God’s mercy upon their nation, which had already suffered the death, wounding, or capture of hundreds 
of thousands of men. In accordance with the Proclamation, General Lee issued these orders to the Army 
of Northern Virginia. His exhortation to his soldiers that they implore God’s forgiveness for themselves 
and their nation is as critical and timely today as it was during the Civil War.
     The Commanding General invites the army to join in the observance of the day. … All military 
duties, except such as are absolutely necessary, will be suspended. The chaplains are desired to hold 
services in their regiments and brigades. The officers and men are requested to attend.
     Soldiers, let us humble ourselves before the Lord, our God, asking through Christ the forgiveness of 
our sins, beseeching the aid of the God of our forefathers in the defense of our homes and our 
liberties, thanking Him for His past blessings, and imploring their continuance upon our cause and 
our people.    ~ R.E. Lee

Lee also wrote these words, dated, according to various sources, either 1863 or 1864:
   Knowing that intercessory prayer is our mightiest weapon and the supreme call for all Christians 
today, I pleadingly urge our people everywhere to pray. Believing that prayer is the greatest 
contribution that our people can make in this critical hour, I humbly urge that we take time to pray—
to really pray. 
     Let there be prayer at sunup, at noonday, at sundown, at midnight—all through the day. Let us pray 
for our children, our youth, our aged, our pastors, our homes. Let us pray for our churches. 
     Let us pray for ourselves, that we may not lose the word “concern” out of our Christian vocabulary. 
Let us pray for our nation. Let us pray for those who have never known Jesus Christ and His 
redeeming love, for moral forces everywhere, for our national leaders. Let prayer be our passion. Let 
prayer be our practice.

Offering Our Burdens to God
MADELEINE DELBRÊL

We don't always want our suffering; we are tight-fisted about it, haggle over it, often botch the 
job. There is suffering that has been done well just as there is work that has been done well.  
From the moment we get up in the morning we have our suffering to do just as we have our 
work to do.  And just as the details of our work are willed by God so are the details of our 
suffering.
When we do the will of God, when we get up, when we prepare the meal, when we go out, when 
we run an errand, when we catch our train, we deepen our union with the Lord by accepting and 
willing his will.  When we suffer our daily allowances of suffering, when we get up with our 
legs still heavy and tired, when it takes us ten times as long and ten times as many steps to 
prepare the simplest meal and our nerves are ten times as frayed.  When we leave our warm 
room to go out onto the street to skate on the black ice; when, stumbling in driving snow, we go 
round the town to bring back — or to fail to bring back — the simplest things.  When we wait on 
a cold platform for a train that won't come.  Over and above the harmonizing of our own will 
with the will of God, we become through our suffering the very bearers and donors of his grace.
We can quickly recognize a saint in all these small occasions of suffering.  He does it with an 
ease, a naturalness and a grace — in both senses of the word — a good grace that makes of this 
small suffering a massive work of love.

F



The Holy Name of Mary and the Events of September 11th, 2001
Jonathan Mann

Gone was freedom beyond the walls,
gone indeed from Israel, …

Until I arose, a mother in Israel.
Judges 5:7

.  

Two women from the Book of Judges prefigure Mary in her role of delivering us from our enemies. 
In the time of the prophetess Deborah, God’s Chosen People were under foreign oppression because of their 
sins. They cried to Him for mercy, and He raised up Deborah and the general Barak to liberate them. But the 
Israelites did not defeat the pagans, formidable with their iron chariots, through strategic genius or military 
might. It was God’s power that won the victory. Through Deborah, God told Barak beforehand, “I will deliver 
them into your power” (Jg 4:7). As if to prove the point, God said still more to Barak through the prophetess’ 
mouth: “You will not gain glory for the expedition on which you are setting out, for it is into a woman’s power 
that the LORD is going to sell Sisera” (Jg 4:9). This prophecy proved true when Sisera, the pagan general, 
routed by Barak’s army, hid in the tent of a woman named Jael. While Sisera was asleep from exhaustion, Jael 
hammered a tent peg through his head. Divine providence had arranged what no mere man could have 
foreseen or devised. As the serpent’s crushed head lies at Mary’s feet, so Sisera’s crushed head lay at Jael’s 
feet. In God’s hands, a lowly woman is far more powerful than the strongest of armies. When the fickle, stiff-
necked Israelites were willing to trust God and follow His lead, He gave them through Deborah and Jael, in a 
single battle, the victory they had awaited for two decades. Gone was freedom beyond the walls, gone indeed 
from Israel. When I, Deborah, arose, when I arose, a mother in Israel.

There is no name the devil fears and hates more 
than the name of Mary. She is his nemesis in God’s plan of 
salvation for the human race. In the devil’s pride, he 
forfeited Heaven by refusing to obey God. “I will not 
serve,” is his famous expression. We see the opposite in 
Mary, who became God’s Mother with the words, “Behold, 
I am the slave girl of the Lord; let it be done to me 
according to your word” (Lk 1:38). In her humility, Mary 
obediently followed God’s will. Thus, through Mary, Jesus 
reopened Heaven to mankind after Adam and Eve had 
closed it by their sin. To this day, Satan, who once tried to 
lead Adam and Eve to destruction, tries to do the same to 
us; and Mary, who once suffered with Jesus in His Passion, 
protects both our bodies and our souls from harm, 
especially from the devil’s attacks. Our faith has many 
paradoxical truths. One such truth is that, despite all the 
devil’s efforts to get his own way, he has no power to 
destroy those who belong to God, while Mary, who 
submitted her will to God’s will, has tremendous power to 
help souls who are in danger. She is so powerful because 
God gives those who do His will the strength to accomplish 
it. The familiar image of Mary standing on the serpent’s 
head depicts her triumph over Satan—the triumph which, 
through her, God offers to us also.



We who are blessed with the gift of faith know that Christ, as He hung upon the Cross, gave Mary 
to all Christians as Mother of the Church. In our troubled times, we must take refuge under her mantle. The 
enemies of Christ and His Church are real, and they are active. These enemies include not only sinful human 
persons, but also the fallen angels. The devil and his demons try to keep as many men and women as 
possible from reaching Heaven. Here is one indication of the spiritual character of the conflicts which 
surround us. In 1917, the year of the Russian Revolution, Mary prophesied at Fatima, Portugal that Russia 
would spread its errors around the world unless that nation were consecrated to her Immaculate Heart. These 
errors are not questions of constructive policy or effective communication. They underly ideologies and 
violent conflicts which are ravaging the world. These errors are rebellions against God and attacks on the 
Church founded by His Son, Jesus Christ. The writings of Karl Marx, whose Manifesto introduced 
communism to the world, reveal his disturbing interest in the devil. Marx expressed his hatred for God in the 
words, “I wish to avenge myself against the One Who rules above.”  Pope St. John Paul II, one of 
communism’s staunchest opponents and perhaps the twentieth century’s most diligent voice of truth, stated 
the importance of seeking Mary’s intercession in the struggle against evil. In his Apostolic Letter The Rosary 
of the Virgin Mary, St. John Paul wrote, “I willingly entrust to the power of this prayer [the Rosary] the cause 
of peace in the world and the cause of the family.” Indeed, it is through Mary that God grants His people 
protection from our enemies and victory over them. History shows that, wherever God’s people keep vigil 
before Him in the Eucharist and pray His Mother’s Rosary, He gives protection to their souls. In many cases, 
He grants physical protection as well. 

In the year 1683, Europe, the part of the world in which Christianity had done the most to shape the 
culture, was threatened with invasion by the Muslim Turks under their general Kara Mustapha. Armies from 
the Catholic countries of France and Poland marched to Vienna, Austria to meet the Turks. As was often the 
case in campaigns against Muslim invaders, the Catholic forces were outnumbered. Nonetheless, on 

September 12th the Catholic armies courageously attacked the Turks, encamped outside Vienna, and 
defeated them. After the Christian victory, Pope Blessed Innocent XI declared that the Feast of the Holy 

Name of Mary would be observed each year on September 12th. The Blessed Mother was watching over her 
children. 

Fourteen years minus a day after the Battle of Vienna, on September 11th, 1697, the Muslims faced 
another defeat. This loss would bring their efforts against the Christian West to a halt for centuries. Christian 
troops under Eugene of Savoy defeated a large Turkish army at Zenta, in what is now Serbia. After this 
victory, the Christian forces were able to push the Turks away from Christian Europe, back toward Istanbul, 
Turkey. From this crippling defeat the Muslims never recovered. Not since then have they successfully 
attacked the Christian nations of the West—not, that is, until the twenty-first century. In 2001, precisely on 
the anniversary of the Turkish defeat at the Battle of Zenta, militant Islamism reared its head in a violent 
attack on the United States, the leading nation of what was still, to the Islamist mind, the Christian West. 
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Help of Christians, protect us and keep us close to her Son. 

Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Oct. 1st

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 06
Weekday 
7:15am (T) Jeffrey & Carole Smay 

Tuesday, Sept 07
Weekday 
5:00pm (T) Biagio Cocco †

Wednesday, Sept 08
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (feast)                       
6:00pm (P) Leah Marco & Lyndsay Hart †

Thursday, Sept 09
St. Peter Claver, Priest (obl)
5:00pm (T) Michael Brandt Hathoway †

Friday, Sept 10
Weekday 
5:00pm (T) Anne Rondeau †

Saturday, Sept 11
Weekday
BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) V.J. Horowitz †
5:00pm (T)  Anna Lawrence † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Sept 12
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

“People ask me: 
‘What will convert America 

and save the world?’ 
My answer is prayer. 

What we need is for every parish to 
come before Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament in holy hours of prayer.
~Mother Teresa

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time


