
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 12, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,366.58
Haiti Emergency Relief:  $247.77
Our Lady of Mercy:  $965.00
Haiti Emergency Relief:  $145.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept. 05, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Sept 14 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm
Sept 15 - Bocce Ball at k of C park from 6 - 9pm
Sept 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm in 
                 the Social hall

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

ATTENTION LADIES

Join us this Monday & Thursday for the next class on:
Man, the Fall, and the Identity Crisis:

Monday, Sept 13th at 6:30pm in Parsons
Thursday, Sept 16th after Mass in Thomas

Presenters: Miranda Grace & Melinda Siler
All are welcome to come and learn! Please watch bulletin for 

next month’s class in October.

PASTORAL CONCERNS SURVEY
Please complete the Pastoral Concerns Survey either 
electonically or manually. If you intend to complete the 
survey electronically you can do so on the Diocesan website.  
Hard copies are available in the back of the church.

September 24th is the feast of Our Lady of Mercy which is a 
Solemnity within the walls of Our Lady of Mercy in Parsons. 
There will be Mass at 7pm that evening in Parsons.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND

The Diocesan Scholarship Association provides scholarships 
to Catholic students who attend Wheeling University. 
Applicants must be parishioners of a parish in the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston in order to be eligible for a scholarship 
and the pastor’s signature is required to verify parish 
membership.

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings this Sunday, September 12, immediately 
following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons.  We would like to 
invite all ladies of the church to attend our meetings. 

PRO-LIFE CORNER

ATTENTION
The winners of the Knights of Colombus 

WVU football ticket raffle were Chris 
Willett from Inwood and Steve Copolo 

from Bluefield.

“Abortion is... 
One more heart 
that will never beat again.
Two more eyes 
that will never see light.
Two more hands 
that will never touch or feel.
Two more legs 
that will never run for miles.
Two more lips 
that will never speak a word.
One more mouth 
that will never know a smile.” 
― Queen Susan the Gentle's friend

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

1:00pm every Sunday at
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Mortantown, WV

Traditional
Latin Mass



The Blessed Virgin Mary and the Holy Angels
Jonathan Mann

Last week’s bulletin insert addressed our Blessed Mother’s protection of those who belong to her Son. In 
her humility and submissiveness to God, she has received from Him a power far exceeding the strength of God’s 

enemies. The Church honors Mary with several liturgical celebrations in September: her birthday on the 8th, the 

Holy Name of Mary on the 12th (superseded by a Sunday this year), and Our Lady of Sorrows on the 15th. The 

date Sept. 12th has been chosen as a Marian feast because, on that day in 1683, a victory at Vienna, Austria 
preserved Christendom from Muslim domination.  The freedom to profess God’s revealed truth and to worship 
Him publicly was safeguarded. Even natural human freedom was preserved.  With Mary, the holy angels play a 
great role in helping and protecting us. Let us now turn our attention to them. Our troubled world needs their 
help. Moreover, the month of September is dedicated to the holy angels, as well as to Our Lady of Sorrows. 

Notice especially two words used above: truth and freedom. Among the consequences of original sin is 
ignorance, especially of truths that matter most. Mankind struggles to learn about God. We struggle to learn 
about our own human nature, about ourselves as individuals, and about life’s meaning. Also important, sin is 
slavery. Attachment to any sin at all is enslavement to a false view of one’s own good. Who can be genuinely 
happy while buying a lie about his own good? Remember that Christ says, “The truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32). 
Among the angels’ roles is to bear God’s messages—to bring us the light of truth as we journey toward Heaven 
through this fallen world. The Archangel Raphael’s role in the Book of Tobit shows the importance of the angels 
to our lives.

Tobit and Anna, faithful Israelites, live in exile with their only Son, Tobiah, during the Assyrian 
Captivity. The sinfulness of ancient Assyro-Babylonian culture is evident from its treatment of the human body. 
Unchastity abounds during life, desecration after death. Tobit’s young kinswoman Sarah, another faithful 
Israelite, has been given successively in marriage to seven men, and each of them has been killed on his wedding 
night by a demon of lust. Tobit himself often finds slain, unburied bodies of fellow Israelites outside the walls of 
Nineveh. Out of reverence for God, he habitually braves the authorities to bury his dead brethren. It is no wonder 
God once sent Jonah to warn the Ninevites that their sins merited destruction. First reported to the king and then 
losing his eyesight, Tobit’s hardships increase. Ironically, the man who has the light of truth goes blind. Yet the 
spiritual darkness of the pagans, despite their physical eyesight, is the worse plight. Let’s note what follows. 

Both Tobit and Sarah do something the pagan Assyrians do not do. They cry to the one, true God for 
relief, humbly acknowledging His infinite goodness and submitting to His sovereignty. “The prayer of these two 
suppliants was heard in the glorious presence of Almighty God. So Raphael was sent to heal them both” (Tob 
3:16-17).  In fact, St. Raphael’s name means “God has healed.” Everyone in this story suffers; those who are 
disposed to listen to God’s messenger receive healing. At Tobit’s bidding, young Tobiah journeys to visit Sarah’s 
father. Raphael accompanies him on the way to guide and instruct him. Since the youth is Sarah’s relative, it now 
falls to him by Mosaic Law to marry her, but this wedding night proceeds differently from the previous ones. As 
Tobiah goes to the bridal chamber, he is “mindful of Raphael’s instructions” (Tob 8:2).  As directed by the Angel, 
he drives away Asmodeus, the demon of lust, and he likewise prays with his bride. “When the girl’s parents left 
the bedroom…, Tobiah arose from bed and said to his wife, ‘My love, get up. Let us pray and beg our Lord to 
have mercy on us and to grant us deliverance.’ She got up, and they started to pray…. ‘Not with lust, but with 
fidelity I take this kinswoman as my wife. … Bless us with children.’” (Tob 8:4-5, 7). The young couple celebrate 
with Sarah’s parents and then return alive and well to Tobiah’s father. Then, also at Raphael’s instructions, the 
son applies fish gall to his father’s eyes, and Tobit’s vision is restored. God does test us, but in the end He blesses 
all who are true to Him. 
Devotion to the holy angels is of great benefit to our souls. Sins of the flesh are particularly enslaving because 
they are particularly blinding to the soul. Christ has promised, “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they will see 
God” (Mt 5:8). Indeed, the more complete a soul’s devotion to God, the less power the demons have to harm the 
soul. The demon Asmodeus fled from the chaste Tobit, and “Raphael went in pursuit of it and…bound it hand 
and foot” (Tob 8:3). It is no accident that God has chosen a virgin to crush the head of the serpent. Mary had 
perfect freedom when she said, “Let it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Let us seek the help of 
our guardian angels and of Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, that we may live in light and freedom. 



What Do Catholics Believe and Why?
ANGELS, PRIDE, AND THE FALL

1. What is an angel? 
a. An angel is a pure spirit, with intellect and will but no body. Like humans, angels are 

persons.
i. Infused knowledge—unlike human beings, angels do not learn through sense 

experience. When God created the angels, he directly gave them knowledge of all 
created things.

ii.The intellectual power of an angel is far greater than that of a human person.
iii. Angels have power over the material universe. An angel can move a 

pebble, a mountain, or an entire planet. The quantity of matter is insignificant to a 
pure spirit’s power.

b. Good and bad angels—God created all angels to be good, but some have chosen to disobey 
Him.

i. Good angels—the angels who have chosen to love and serve God
ii.Bad angels—the angels who have chosen to rebel against God

1. the devil—Satan, who before he fell was known as Lucifer
2. demons—all the other fallen angels

2. Ranks of angels—nine choirs of angels, grouped into three hierarchies
a. first hierarchy 

i. seraphim—highest choir, they simply look upon God, praising and loving Him
ii.cherubim—ponder truth Note: Theologians speculate that the devil is a fallen 

cherub.
iii. thrones—communicate truth to the second hierarchy; God sends forth 

judgments through them
b. second hierarchy

iv. dominions—direct the lower angels and the material universe
v. virtues—direct natural elements and forces within the universe; God works 

miracles through them
vi. powers—communicate truth to the third hierarchy; also, the powers fight 

the bad angels and keep them from going beyond the boundaries set for them by 
God

c. third hierarchy
vii. principalities—direct nations and groups of people, execute directions 

from upper hierarchies, direct, pass on blessings to the material universe
Note: Theologians speculate that most fallen angels came from the choir of 
principalities.

viii. archangels—deliver God’s more important messages to men, guard the 
Church and earthly nations, direct affairs within nations and affairs of groups 
within nations

ix. angels—deal directly with men and other created beings, deliver lower 
messages from God to men, and serve as guardian angels

F



d. The battle between the Church and the evil spirits—Though the angelic nature is higher 
than human nature, human persons united to Christ by sanctifying grace are members of 
His mystical body the Church and have divine power over the fallen angels. 

i. St Paul: Christ “must reign until He has put all his enemies under His feet” (1 Cor 
15:25)

ii.The fallen angels, enemies of Christ, are subjected to Christ and thrust beneath 
His feet. 

iii. His body is above His enemies, and hence faithful members of His 
Church are above the fallen angels. As long as we are united to Christ, the evil 
spirits cannot separate us from Christ. In Christ we are secure. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Oct. 1st

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher, Barbara Saboites, 
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 13
St. John Chrysostom, Bish & Doc of the Church (obl)
No Mass 

Tuesday, Sept 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (Feast)
5:00pm (T) Fr. Stephen Dube †

Wednesday, Sept 15
Our Lady of Sorrows  (obl)                  
9:00am (P) V.J. Horowitz †

Thursday, Sept 16
Sts Cornelius, Pope, & Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs (obl)
5:00pm (T) Scotty Lambert †

Friday, Sept 17
Weekday 
St Robert Bellarmine, Bish & Doc of the Church (opt)
5:00pm (T) Pat & Jean Sagace †

Saturday, Sept 18
Weekday
BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Francis X. Nolin †
5:00pm (T)  Barbara Saboites † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Sept 19
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Frances & Arley Mason †

“People ask me: 
‘What will convert America 

and save the world?’ 
My answer is prayer. 

What we need is for every parish to 
come before Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament in holy hours of prayer.
~Mother Teresa

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time


