
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 19, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



Please pray for the soul of Joan Lipscomb who was buried 
from Our Lady of Mercy Church this past Thursday. Please 
pray for the consolation of her family as well.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1,817.14
Diocesan Scholarship: $300.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,453.00
Diocesan Scholarship: $95.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept. 12, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm in 
                 the Social hall
Sept 22 - Bocce Ball at K of C park from 6 - 9pm

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS

September 24th is the feast of 
Our Lady of Mercy 

which is a Solemnity 
within the walls of 

Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
There will be Mass at 7pm that 

evening in Parsons.

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

PRO-LIFE CORNERSOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF MERCY

Football Frenzy tickets are available in the back of the 
church for $10. Please fill out a ticket and give it, along with 
your money, to Fred Sikarskie or Pat Kotten. Deadline is 
October 1st.

The Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it 
faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin of 
ABORTION and sins committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and for the consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving in our 
armed forces
                 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 393     
                 Total Rosaries since May 2016: 36,646

WITH SYMPATHY

The law is not a moral compass.
The people who hid Anne Frank 

were breaking the law.
__________________________________

The people who killed her
were following it.

SUPPORT HURRICANE IDA RELIEF EFFORTS: 
Recently, Hurricane Ida made landfall in the United States 
Gulf Coast resulting in the tragic loss of life and widespread 
damage to people’s homes and businesses. Contributions 
will be used for immediate emergency needs and help with 
long-term rebuilding and recovery efforts. 

1:00pm every Sunday at
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Mortantown, WV

Traditional
Latin Mass



The spark that will prepare the world for My final coming — Christ’s words to St. Faustina
excerpted from articles by Marian Tascio & Paul Kengor

As Christians, we know that life springs from death, that holy beauty exists beside hellish evil, and that 
God's ways don't always match human expectations. Six years before Hitler invaded Poland, St. Faustina offered 
a special prayer on the day of her perpetual vows: “Jesus, I beg You for my homeland; protect it against the 
assaults of its enemies” (Diary of St. Faustina, no. 119). To the world, it might seem as though this prayer failed. 
Poland was conquered, fractured, and terrorized: desecrated by the Nazis and then swallowed up by the 
Communists. And yet, Jesus promised St. Faustina, “I bear a special love for Poland, and if she will be obedient to 
My will, I will exalt her in might and holiness. From her will come forth the spark that will prepare the world for 
My final coming” (Diary, no. 1732).  The “land of death” would become the birthplace of the modern Divine 
Mercy devotion.

Poland [has since then become] politically free, and God has honored her by lighting on her soil the 
“spark” through His revelations to St. Faustina. Saint Faustina's prayer that her motherland be protected “against 
the assault of its enemies,” however, is still very necessary. Jesus warned, “Do not fear those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both body and soul in hell” (Mt 10:28). Poland isn't alone 
in needing this warning. Most modern nations seem more afraid of being destroyed by other countries than of 
disobeying God. 

The summer [of 1976], Catholic Americans welcomed Polish archbishop [Karol Wojtyla, the future John 
Paul II], who, truth be told, was known to very few Americans at the time. It was the nation’s bicentennial, and 
Philadelphia, the birthplace of the Declaration of Independence in the summer of 1776, had been selected as a 
rare American city to host an international Catholic Church congress: the 41st International Eucharistic Congress. 
The patriotic and pro-American Pole came to the United States for a six-week stay, beginning in Boston.

Amid this tour, Cardinal Karol Wojtyla arrived in Philadelphia for the Eucharistic Congress which ran 
Aug. 1-8.  The huge event also included a little-known Albanian nun named Mother Teresa. Wojtyla and Mother 
Teresa were overshadowed by the presence of names more popular at the time: Dorothy Day, Cardinal John Krol 
and even President Gerald Ford, who attended Mass in the city’s Municipal (JFK) Stadium. Near the end of his 
visit, in September, Cardinal Wojtyla shared some striking words. The exact provenance of those words remains 
elusive to scholars, though they were reported in The Wall Street Journal as having been delivered by the future 
pontiff, in his final speech in the United States before his departure. In one particularly dramatic passage, 
reprinted by the Journal Nov. 9, 1978 (shortly after he became pope), Karol Wojtyla stated:

     We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical confrontation humanity has gone through. I do 
not think that wide circles of the American society or wide circles of the Christian community realize this 
fully. We are now facing the final confrontation between the Church and the anti-Church, of the Gospel 
versus the anti-Gospel. This confrontation lies within the plans of divine Providence; it is trial which the 
whole Church, and the Polish Church in particular, must take up. It is a trial of not only our nation and the 
Church, but, in a sense, a test of 2,000 years of culture and Christian civilization with all of its 
consequences for human dignity, individual rights, human rights and the rights of nations. 

This was a halting statement. Note the line, “We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical 
confrontation humanity has gone through.” What was Cardinal Wojtyla talking about?  Biographer [of JP II] 
George Weigel noted in Witness to Hope, “Wojtyla never would have narrowed this ‘confrontation,’ which he 
insisted ‘lies within the plans of divine Providence,’ to the clash between democracy and communism,” even as 
communism clearly was “one particularly threatening expression” of that clash in the late 20th century. Surely 
there was more at stake in the future pope’s mind at that moment. Christ did say that the spark from Poland 
would “prepare the world for My final coming.” 

St. John Paul II cared for Christ’s flock with prudence and concern. Not without purpose did he promote 
the message of Divine Mercy, calling upon believers to pray for mercy and to observe the Sunday of Divine 
Mercy a week after Easter Sunday each year. After the season of mercy comes the season of justice. 
                Tascio, Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M.,                                                                        
                https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/her-will-come-forth-spark 
                Kengor, NCR,  https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/john-paul-ii-s-warning-on-final-confrontation-
                with-the-anti-church 

https://www.thedivinemercy.org/articles/her-will-come-forth-spark
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/john-paul-ii-s-warning-on-final-confrontation-with-the-anti-church
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/john-paul-ii-s-warning-on-final-confrontation-with-the-anti-church


We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Oct. 1st

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 20
Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest (obl)
and Paul Chong Ha-sang, & Comps, Martyrs (obl)
7:15am (T) Mary Conti †

Tuesday, Sept 21
St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist (Feast)
5:00pm (T) Gary Coleman 

Wednesday, Sept 22
Weekday                  
9:00am (P) Gene Randolph †

Thursday, Sept 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest (obl)
5:00pm (T) Pat Nolin †

Friday, Sept 24
Our Lady of Mercy
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †
7:00pm (P) People of the Parish

Saturday, Sept 25
Weekday
BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon †
5:00pm (T)  Anna Lawrence † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Sept 26
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Alice & Ray Dye †

“People ask me: 
‘What will convert America 

and save the world?’ 
My answer is prayer. 

What we need is for every parish to 
come before Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament in holy hours of prayer.
~Mother Teresa

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time


