
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 26, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2040.81

Our Lady of Mercy:  $805.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept. 19, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 29 - Bocce Ball at K of C park from 6 - 9pm
Oct 03 - ASK FATHER following the 11am Mass in Parsons
Oct 06 - ADORATION in Parsons 9:30am - 9pm with Rosary at 8pm
Oct 07 - ADORATION in Thomas 9am - 5pm with Rosary at 4pm
Oct 10 - OLM Women’s meeting after the 11am Mass in Parsons
Oct 12 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting 7pm at the Center

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS

Next weekend, October 2nd & 3rd, there will be a 
special second collection to help with the recovery 
from Hurricane Ida.  Donations will go to the U.S. 
Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund.  Checks can be 
made out to St. Thomas Aquinas or Our Lady of 
Mercy and on the memo line indicate “Hurricane Ida 
Relief.”  My apologies for the incorrect information in 
last week’s bullein about this collection.

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

PRO-LIFE CORNERCOLLECTION FOR HURRICANE IDA RECOVERY

Catholic University of America: This collection 
provides funding for academic scholarships at the 
Catholic University of America in Washington, DC in 
response to the commitment made by the bishops at 
its foundation in 1887. It is the only U.S. university 
with Pontifical faculties. Students are enrolled from 
all 50 states and almost 100 countries in 12 schools.

Football Frenzy tickets are available in the back of the 
church for $10. Please fill out a ticket and give it, 
along with your money, to Fred Sikarskie or Pat 
Kotten. Deadline is October 1st.  No money goes to 
the NFL from this fundraiser - only to the Knights!

The Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use 
it faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin 
of ABORTION and sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all 
those serving in our armed forces
                 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 393     
                 Total Rosaries since May 2016: 36,646

1:00pm every Sunday at
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional
Latin Mass



FROM FATHER SMAY’S DESK
     The natural law which is prescribed by the Creator for the human person is the rule of virtue.  This is not 
a “Christian truth,” it is a natural truth which can be and has been reached by pagans, especially Aristotle, 
the great pre-Christian philosopher.  When we act virtuously there is right order and integrity.  This is seen 
on both the psychological and physical levels.  The body and the soul are not two separate things, but form 
a unity.  Vice on the contrary tends toward chaos and dis-integration.  This is most evident in the person 
who lacks the virtue of temperance.  After years of heavy drinking or overeating, there will be sever 
repercussions for a person’s physical health.  Moral problem beget physical and psychological ones. 
     A direct correlation also exists between the morals which a society holds and its ability to survive and 
thrive.  A society which values virtue will tend toward peace and integrity; a society which promotes a false 
liberality and tolerance of vice is on the road to destruction.  Sadly, our society is quickly declining.  This 
isn’t surprising as we equate freedom with license and undermined objective moral standards and we have 
ceased valuing virtue. 
     Perhaps there is no greater evidence of this than the utter filth that has been piped into our homes for 
decades via the mass media.  The media doesn’t make good, decent, clever programs like The Twilight 
Zone by Rod Serling, or Life is Worth Living.  50 years ago what today makes up much of the content of 
advertisements, television shows, social media, and movies would have been rightly considered soft-core 
pornography.  The half-time show of the 2020 Super Bowl, for example, featured dancing well suited for 
bars which offer “exotic dancing.” 
     The internet has contributed in a massive way to the degradation.  Studies indicate that the average age 
at which a boy is first exposed to pornography is 11.  At this tender age it is especially easy for people to fall 
into addictions.  This serves to undermine the nuclear family, the foundation upon which society is built.   
People, especially men, come to view others as objects to be used, not persons to be loved.  Such views 
naturally extend to how others are viewed in general.  This is destructive to good morals in general and the 
family in particular. 
     The boldness of the purveyors of smut has reached new lows: last year Netflix released a film titled 
“Cuties.” I heard the way at least part of the film portrays 11 year old girls.  The description sounded a lot 
like the dancing at the 2020 Super Bowl half-time show.  This was unbelievable to me so I watched about 4 
seconds (literally) of the scene in question.  It was not “artistic expression” or anything else of the kind, this 
was high-level perversion in which children were sexualized. If you have a subscription to Netflix, I 
strongly recommend that you cancel it and send them a note letting them know that you are Catholic and 
will not even remotely support their smut. 
     But, how did we get to this point?  I can only answer: because I did nothing; because we did nothing.  
Okay, nothing might be a bit harsh but maybe it’s closer to the truth than I’m really comfortable with.  I’m 
reminded of something that the Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen wrote in 1963, “Religion is 
sometimes said to be losing its influence in the world.  To the extent that such is the case, part of the reason 
undoubtedly is that we do not appear to the unbeliever as different from anyone else.”  Do we act 
differently?  I can talk about ontological changes and indelible marks on the soul, but do we act 
differently?  Such lofty theological truths are only to our shame and condemnation if we do not conform 
our hearts, minds, and actions to them. 
     The time has come to reassess our lives.  St. Paul in his letter to the Romans admonishes us, “do not be 
conformed to this world” (12:2).  As Catholics, as followers of Christ the Lord, we need to ask ourselves 
where we are conformed to this world.  And when, with God’s grace, we find those places, we need to 
viciously destroy those attachments.  I do not hesitate to say that if we fail in this task, we put in jeopardy 
nothing less than our eternal salvation; a heart weighed down with the things of this world simply can not 
ascend to heaven. 
     God love you and keep the Faith! 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Oct. 1st

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Sept 27
St. Vincent de Paul, Priest (obl)
No Mass

Tuesday, Sept 28
St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; (opt)
St. Lawrence Ruiz & Companions & Martyrs (opt)
5:00pm (T) Roy & Margaret Arnold †

Wednesday, Sept 29
Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels (Feast)                 
9:00am (P) Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Thursday, Sept 30
St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor of the Church (obl)
5:00pm (T) Judy Juskowich †

First Friday, Oct 01
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin 
and Doctor of the Church (obl)
5:00pm (P) ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
6:00pm (P) Jerry DiBacco †

Saturday, Oct 03
The Holy Guardian Angels (obl)
9:00am (P) Karen Renzelli †
5:00pm (T)  Frank Hoffner † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Oct 04
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Nancy Nester †

“People ask me: 
‘What will convert America 

and save the world?’ 
My answer is prayer. 

What we need is for every parish to 
come before Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament in holy hours of prayer.
~Mother Teresa

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time


