
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 03, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $4,169.71
Catholic University: $177.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,075.80
Catholic University: $109.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Sept. 26, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct 03 - ASK FATHER following the 11am Mass in Parsons
Oct 06 - ADORATION in Parsons 9:30am - 9pm with Rosary at 8pm
Oct 07 - ADORATION in Thomas 9am - 5pm with Rosary at 4pm
Oct 10 - OLM Women’s meeting after the 11am Mass in Parsons

THANK YOU!

This weekend, October 2nd & 3rd, there will be a 
special second collection to help with the recovery 
from Hurricane Ida.  Donations will go to the U.S. 
Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund.  Checks can be 
made out to St. Thomas Aquinas or Our Lady of Mercy 
and on the memo line indicate “Hurricane Ida Relief.”

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

COLLECTION FOR HURRICANE IDA RECOVERY

Once again the Society of St. Thomas Women are 
having their Christmas Basket Raffle! There are 3 
chances to win (large or medium or small basket). 
Ticket donation is $5. Tickets are available from Oct 1st 
- Dec 5th. Drawing will be Dec 12th - winning ticket 
holders will be notified by phone, so be sure to include 
your phone number on your ticket stub. Each basket 
contains a variety of Christmas gift items and a Wal-
Mart gift card. Get your tickets from members of the St. 
Thomas Woman’s Organization or call 304-463-4126 
(Anita) or 463-4136 (Emily). Tickets will also be 
available in the back of the church. Please leave money 
and ticket stub in the provided envelope. Proceeds will 
benefit needed projects of St. Thomas Church.
*ATTENTION LADIES: Please bring donations for the 
baskets to the Rectory during office hours.

You may have noticed that there are two new small area 
rugs (one in front of the celebrant’s chair, the other 
behind the pulpit) in Parsons.  A big “thank you” to Fr. 
Grassi who ordered them months ago and is donating 
them!

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
It’s not too late to sign up for Adoration! 

Parsons ~ 9:30am until 9pm ~ rosary at 8pm  
            Thomas ~ 9am until 5pm ~ rosary at 4pm. 
Oct. 7th is Our Lady of the Rosary, please come and 
honor our blessed Mother by adoring her Son in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament.  Sign up sheets are in the back 
of the church. PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY

Please join us for a
Rosary of reparation on

SATURDAY, October 16th
at noon in Parsons at the

Courthouse square.

ABORTION
is 

FOREVER

1:00pm every Sunday at
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional Latin Mass

WITH SYMPATHY
Please pray for the soul of Barbara 

Saboites who was buried at Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery this past week.



Mary, Queen of the Rosary and Queen of History 
Jonathan Mann

True, the first Sunday of September was four whole weeks ago, but anyone who can remember what 
happened way back then, may recall a bulletin insert on our Blessed Mother and the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001. The article indicated that the date chosen by the Islamists for their attack on the United States was the 
anniversary of the defeat of the Muslim Turks at Zenta, in Eastern Europe—a defeat which brought the Muslim 
invasions of Christian civilization to a close for three centuries. Just as the memorial of the Holy Name of Mary 
commemorates the preservation of Christian Europe from anti-Christian oppression, so a similar occasion is 
commemorated by the memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary, October 7. Notice that both feasts of the Church 
calendar are Marian feasts. In God’s plan for our salvation, it is through Mary that Jesus shows mercy to His 
people. Through her He Himself comes to us; through her He triumphs over His enemies. 

Much can be said about the Battle of Lepanto, which took place on October 7, 1571. While the Battle of 
Zenta was a land battle, that of Lepanto, fought a century and a quarter earlier, was naval. The Turks were 
preparing for a large-scale invasion of the Catholic nations of the western Mediterranean, especially the states of 
Italy.  The Turks had already seized the great cathedral of Constantinople and turned it into a mosque; now their 
leaders imagined doing the same to St. Peter’s Basilica, then under construction. Among the Christian nations 
there was a disturbing lack of unity. Northern Europe had broken away from the Church in the Protestant revolt 
a few generations earlier, and the Catholic nations of southern Europe were embroiled in political and economic 
rivalries. In the midst of these divisions, the Blessed Virgin Mary obtained from her Son the graces, the 
leadership, and the cooperation necessary to preserve Christendom in the face of anti-Christian domination. 

The Pope then reigning was St. Pius V, a Dominican who combined strong leadership with personal 
humility and devotion. He called upon the Catholic nations to look beyond their rivalries—some 
understandable and others petty—to unite for a cause greater than earthly prosperity. In particular, he asked the 
people of Christendom to pray the Rosary in petition to the Mother of God for her protection and powerful 
intercession. Many experienced admirals and captains were assembled as officers for a Christian armada, but the 
man Pius V chose as its commander was young Don Juan of Austria, half-brother of Philip II of Spain (the king 
who would later send the famous Spanish Armada against England in 1588). At age twenty-four, Don Juan was 
little more than a youth, but his spirit was admirable. Before going to battle, he called upon all his men to make 
a three-day fast. He also called for Mass to be celebrated, and he ordered that his men have the opportunity to go 
to confession. As the Catholic armada sailed down the west coast of Greece to meet the Turkish armada at 
Lepanto, Don Juan ordered that rosaries be distributed to his men so that they could beseech Mary’s 
intercession. Meanwhile, in accordance with Pius V’s exhortation, the Catholics back home were praying the 
Rosary in the churches and in their houses. A major victory ensued for the Christian forces, and in consequence 
the right to practice the Catholic faith and to live in freedom was preserved in their homelands. It is very 
appropriate that the feast commemorating this victory should honor our Lady, specifically as Our Lady of the 
Rosary, since it was through her merits and intercession and through the praying of her Rosary that God granted 
victory to His people. 

St. John Henry Newman, at one time an Anglican minister but later a Catholic priest and cardinal, is 
known for having said that to learn the truth about history is “to cease to be Protestant.” The more he learned, 
the more convinced he was that the Catholic Church is the true Church, founded by Christ. Let’s consider a few 
more historic facts. The day the Unites States declared war on Japan in 1941 was December 8, the date which for 
many centuries had been observed as the Solemnity of Mary’s Immaculate Conception. In 1945, Japan 
surrendered on August 15, the date long observed as the Solemnity of Mary’s Assumption. More recent, and 
directly pertaining to the conflict between Christianity and Islam, are the events which followed the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11.  Perhaps not by human design, but surely within the inscrutable designs of God’s 
providence, the day the U.S. began Operation Enduring Freedom by bombing Afghanistan was October 7, 2001. 
Let us never make the mistake of dissociating modern events from the mysteries of our faith. Adam and Eve 
made history the day they sinned, essentially saying to God, “Not Thy will, but mine be done.”  Thus they 
brought bondage into the world. Mary made history the day she answered God’s call with the words, “Be it done 
unto me…” (Lk 1:38). She brought the dawn of salvation. We, too, are called to shape the course of history. We 
must—MUST—heed Mary’s plea to take up her Rosary and pray. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 04
St. Francis of Assisi (obl)
7:15am (T) Dick Sakal †

Tuesday, Oct 05
Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest (opt)
5:00pm (T) Fr. Joseph Kolb †

Wednesday, Oct 06
St. Bruno, Priest; (opt)
Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin, (opt)                 
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory †

Thursday, Oct 07
Our Lady of the Rosary (obl)
5:00pm (T) Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Friday, Oct 08
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Alicia Nolan †

Saturday, Oct 09
St. Denis, Bishop & Companions, Martyrs; (opt)
St. John Leonardi, Priest; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Pat Ricottilli †
5:00pm (T) Gene Randolph † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Oct 10
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson † 
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

The Church and the world have a great 
need of eucharistic worship. Jesus waits 
for us in this sacrament of love. Let us 
be generous with our time in going to 
meet Him in adoration and in 
contemplation that is full of faith and 
ready to make reparation for the great 
faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.

~Pope Saint John Paul II

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time


