
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 10, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,163.40
Hurricane Ida: $183.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $996.00
Hurricane Ida: $335.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct. 03, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct 10 - OLM Women’s meeting after the 11am Mass in Parsons
Oct 12 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting 7pm at the Center
Oct 19 - Knights of Columbus Meeting after Mass in Thomas/6pm

PRAY THE ROSARY EVERY DAY

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE

WHAT DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE AND WHY?

Once again the Society of St. Thomas Women are 
having their Christmas Basket Raffle! Ticket donation 
is $5. Drawing will be Dec 12th. Get your tickets from 
members of the St. Thomas Woman’s Organization or 
call 304-463-4126 (Anita) or 463-4136 (Emily). Tickets 
will also be available in the back of the church. 
*ATTENTION LADIES: Please bring donations for the 
baskets to the Rectory during office hours.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY
Please join us for a

Rosary of reparation on
SATURDAY, October 16th

at noon in Parsons at the
Courthouse square.

THE FIRST FEMINISTS 
WERE PRO-LIFE

Elizabeth C. Stanton:
       called abortion “evil.”
Sarah F. Norton: 
       called abortion a “crime.”
Susan B. Anthony:
       called abortion “child murder.”
Alice Paul called abortion the     
      “ultimate exploitation of women.”

The October class has been cancelled. Melinda will be 
out of town until November 7th. Please watch the 
bulletin for the date of the next class in November.

The Rosary remains our strongest weapon.  Please use it 
faithfully, daily, especially for reparation for the sin of 
ABORTION and sins committed against the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the consecration of 
Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all 
those serving in our armed forces
                 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 412     
                 Total Rosaries since May 2016: 37,058

Weekly 30-min reflections on St. Joseph
Mondays at Our Lady of Mercy

Oct 18 & 25, 6:30pm, Nov 1 after 6pm Mass
Tuesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas

Oct 19 & 26 and Nov 2, after 5pm Mass 

Reflections led by Joseph Dominey. These reflections 
stand on their own, but for anyone who chooses to 

make the consecration to St. Joseph, the reflections can 
also serve as preparation. 
Consecration to St. Joseph

Tuesday, Nov. 9th, at conclusion of 5pm Mass
preparation with Fr. Donald Calloway’s book 

recommended

1:00pm every Sunday at
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional Latin Mass



FROM FATHER SMAY’S DESK
     The sole means of effecting anything, especially any spiritual project, is by seeking help from 
heaven.  We may labor strenuously to spread the gospel, to grow in grace and virtue, yet our work will 
ultimately yield nothing unless God grants it; or, as St. Paul says so well in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.  So neither he who plants nor he 
who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth” (3:7).  There is hardly a more efficacious 
means of obtaining help from Heaven than by true devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  While this is 
certainly the “Catholic position” on the Blessed Mother, we are likewise not ignorant of the fact that 
many Christians of good will would not be so enthusiastic with devotion to our Lady.  As Catholics 
and loyal children of so noble a Mother, we should have well-founded explanations for such persons 
of good will so that, with gentleness and reverence, we may “always be prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who calls you to account for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).  I will share a few of my 
favorite reasons why devotion to the Blessed Mother is fitting for all Christians.
     In Sacred Scripture, the inspired Word of God, we find in numerous places that our Lord is given 
the title King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 1:5, 19:16, and 1 Timothy 6:15 among other 
references).  We celebrate on the last Sunday of the liturgical year the feast titled “Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe.”  Christ is the King of the Heaven.  This is all well and good, and no 
Christian would have an objection to any of this, but what does it have to do with Mary?  The answer 
becomes clear when we come to understand who the queen was in the ancient world (after all, the 
Catholic Faith is ancient with the origins being in the Jewish religion).
     In the ancient world it was not uncommon for kings to have multiple wives.  For example, King 
David had 8 wives.  Darius the Great, King of Persia, had 6 wives.  King Solomon had very many 
wives.  The modern conception of the queen is the wife of the king; this makes little sense, however, 
when the king has multiple wives.  Typically in ancient times, the queen was the mother of the king.  
There are some exceptions to this rule, for example sometimes it would be the grandmother.  In this 
sense, in the ancient sense of the word, Mary is Queen of Heaven.  As such, she wields considerable 
power and so recourse to her is most effective in obtaining the helps we need.
     In the Gospel according to St. John, while Jesus is hanging on the Cross, the following incident is 
recorded: “When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his 
mother, Woman, behold, your son.  Then he said to the disciple, Behold, your mother” (19:26-27).  Saint 
John was careful to point out that our Lord gave absolutely everything for our salvation.  This 
included the thing that He almost certainly valued highest, His mother.  Nothing short of everything 
could possibly be a sufficient sign of our Lord’s love for us, so great is that love.  Christians down 
through the ages have viewed the disciple to whom our Lord entrusted His mother as standing in the 
place of all disciples of all time.  If the sense of the faithful is correct on this (and, in truth, it cannot be 
erroneous), then it would be most strange if our Lord were to give us His mother as our own mother 
and then not want us to find refuge in her maternal care; nor would He withhold from her the ability 
to aid the children He entrusted to her.  Besides that, without a doubt our Lord wishes us to keep the 
commandments, among which we find the commandment to honor our mother and father.  If this is 
true of our biological parents, surely it is all the more true and excellent to honor Mary, the Mother of 
Christians.
     October is the month of the Rosary.  Again and again our Lady has appeared to saintly Christians 
and asked them to take up to Rosary as the tool for sanctifying the world and obtaining God’s mercy.  
This world, suffering from so many fractures and divisions in our days, is so much in need of the 
healing balm of God’s mercy applied with the tender care of our Lady.  Now is the time to (re)commit 
ourselves to praying the Rosary daily for our salvation and that of the whole world.



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 11
St. John XXIII, Pope (opt)
*No Mass (T)

Tuesday, Oct 12
Weekday
*No Mass (T)

Wednesday, Oct 13
Weekday             
*No Mass (P)

Thursday, Oct 14
St. Callistus I, Pope and Martyr (opt)
*No Mass (T)

Friday, Oct 15
St. Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor of the Church (obl)
*No Mass (T)

Saturday, Oct 16
St. Hedwig, Religious; (opt)
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Alex & Sylvia Slifko † 
5:00pm (T) Barbara Saboites † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Oct 17
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Vince DiBacco † 
11:00am (P) People of the Parish 

The Church and the world have a great 
need of eucharistic worship. Jesus waits 
for us in this sacrament of love. Let us 
be generous with our time in going to 
meet Him in adoration and in 
contemplation that is full of faith and 
ready to make reparation for the great 
faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.

~Pope Saint John Paul II

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Eigth Sunday in Ordinary Time


