
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 17, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $2,073.72

Our Lady of Mercy:  $861.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct. 10, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct 19 - Knights of Columbus Meeting after Mass in Thomas/6pm
Oct 24 - Second collection: World Mission Sunday
Nov 01 - All Saints Day 7:15am Thomas & 7:00pm Parsons
Nov 02 - All Souls Day 12 noon Parsons & 5pm Thomas
Nov 07 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE
Once again the Society of St. Thomas Women are having 
their Christmas Basket Raffle! Ticket donation is $5. 
Drawing will be Dec 12th. Get your tickets from 
members of the St. Thomas Woman’s Organization or 
call 304-463-4126 (Anita) or 463-4136 (Emily). Tickets will 
also be available in the back of the church. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY:  The Mission Sunday 
collection is always taken on the next to last Sunday 
during the month of October. That day is celebrated in 
all the local Churches as the feast of catholicity and 
universal solidarity so Christians the world over will 
recognize their common responsibility with regard to 
the evangelization of the world.                

Weekly 30-min reflections on St. Joseph
Mondays at Our Lady of Mercy

Oct 18 & 25, 6:30pm, Nov 1 after 6pm Mass
Tuesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas

Oct 19 & 26 and Nov 2, after 5pm Mass 

Reflections led by Joseph Dominey. These reflections 
stand on their own, but for anyone who chooses to make 

the consecration to St. Joseph, the reflections will also 
serve as preparation. 

Consecration to St. Joseph
Tuesday, Nov. 9th, at the conclusion of the 5pm Mass

preparation with Fr. Donald Calloway’s
book is recommended.

The Knights of Columbus will have their monthly 
meeting this Tuesday, Oct. 19th following Mass in 
Thomas in the Knights of Columbus room. ALL 
KNIGHTS are invited to attend.

WITH SYMPATHY
Please pray for the soul of Tom 
DiBacco who was buried from our 
parish church on Friday, Oct. 15th. 
Please pray for the consolation of 
his family as well.

To say a healthy 
pregnancy is a negative 
medical condition is to 
say the female body is 
inherently flawed.

PRO-LIFE CORNER

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

1:00pm every Sunday at
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional Latin Mass



An Exhortation of Consecration
By Joseph Dominey 

When God wishes to raise a soul to greater heights, he unites it to St. Joseph by giving it a strong love for
the good saint – St. Peter Julian Eymard

In the infinite divine wisdom, God presented two creation opportunities for holy consecration. One of 
these opportunities is the devotional consecration to St. Joseph. Consecration (consecratio) is an act by which a 
thing is separated from its natural order and rendered sacred, or by which a person or thing is dedicated to the 
service and worship of God by prayers, rites, and ceremonies. A technical definition of consecration means that 
one is set apart from evil. The act of consecration signifies a turning to the Lord and prepares one to be an 
instrument for the Divine Will. 

Consecration is an experience with grace, such as through the liturgy of the Eucharist.  Consecration 
without any special qualification is ordinarily understood as the act by which, in the celebration of Holy Mass, 
the bread and wine are changed, by transubstantiation, into the body and blood of Christ. It is called 
transubstantiation, for in the sacrament of the Eucharist, the substance of bread and wine do not remain, but the 
entire substance of bread is changed into the body of Christ, and the real substance of wine is changed into His 
blood, the species or outward semblance of bread and wine alone remaining. This change is produced in virtue 
of the words: This is My body, and This is My blood. The Lord is consecrated for us; however, sacred scripture 
states, "You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the Lord your God" (Leviticus 20:7). The 
people of God are to become partakers in holiness. St. Athanasius  understood the consecrated life is inherently 
Christ-like, in his commentary On The Incarnation, “God became man that man might become God.” When the 
consecrated Eucharist is raised, the presbyter says, “Behold the Lamb of God,” teaching us that as we behold 
Jesus, He beholds Himself in us. 

The Catholic Church traces the origin of the act of consecration from Hebrew law. From these scriptures, 
beginning in the Book of Exodus (24), in this chapter, we find it applied to the entire people whom Moses 
designates as the People of God by a solemn act of consecration. The rite used on this occasion consisted of the 
consecration of the priests — Aaron and his sons (Exodus 29) — who had been previously elected (Exodus 28). 
The elevation from a common order to a supernatural state grants divine protection. The new state to which 
consecration elevates persons or things is permanent. The consecration rites may include objects, such as 
churches, altars, and liturgical vessels. The objects consecrated  have graces attached that are numerous and 
efficacious, explained by St. Thomas Aquinas: 

These are inanimate things that are not susceptible of Divine grace but are a medium of its communication 
since, by their consecration, they acquire a spiritual power by which they are rendered in perpetuum fit 
and suitable for Divine worship. (St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa, III:83)
The act of consecration is not merely for persons called into sacramental Holy Orders, such as Fr. Smay. 

Furthermore, for a person to be consecrated does not explicitly necessitate a particular vocational state but 
applies to the universal vocation to holiness, to which all are called. Heaven’s aim is for every soul to attain the 
beatific vision. For this reason, devotional consecrations are offered for the entire mystical body of Christ. The 
utmost supreme devotional consecrations to Jesus, apart from ones to His sacred heart, are through the Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph, patron of the universal church. St. Joseph’s patronage is to be known throughout the 
whole church, especially this year, announced as the year of St. Joseph.  Fr. Donald Galloway has compiled a 
straightforward guide in Consecration to St. Joseph: the Wonders of Our Spiritual Father, which models the 
formulation of St. Louis de Montfort’s Marian Consecration, consisting of a 33-day process. Consecrating oneself 
to St. Joseph is an extraordinary means to grace, as articulated in a prayer composed by St. Teresa of Avila: 

Knowing by experience St. Joseph’s astonishing influence with God, I would wish to persuade everyone to 
honor him with particular devotion. I always have in a special manner make progress in virtue, for this 
heavenly protector favors strikingly the spiritual advancement of souls who commend themselves to him. 

Additionally, I advocate to all my fellow parishioners that this parish will become dramatically strengthened as 
a holy family not merely united to each other but when consecrated to the Holy Family. St. Joseph is he who 
“increases,” therefore, let us beseech Heaven for St. Joseph's mighty intercession!  



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  
Sarah Nickel, Rose Ann Eye, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 18
St. Luke, Evangelist (feast)
*No Mass

Tuesday, Oct 19
Sts. John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, and 
Companions, Martyrs (obl)
5:00pm (T) Paula Bernard Maas †

Wednesday, Oct 20
St. Paul of the Cross, Priest (opt)             
9:00am (P) Nancy Nester †

Thursday, Oct 21
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Jack Lambruno †

Friday, Oct 22
St. John Paul II, Pope (opt)
5:00pm (T) Robert Nichols †

Saturday, Oct 23
St. John of Capistrano, Priest; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Joan Lipscomb †
5:00pm (T) Bridget Puderbaugh † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Oct 24
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Gene Randolph † 
11:00am (P) Frank & Frances Usnik † 

The Church and the world have a great 
need of eucharistic worship. Jesus waits 
for us in this sacrament of love. Let us 
be generous with our time in going to 
meet Him in adoration and in 
contemplation that is full of faith and 
ready to make reparation for the great 
faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.

~Pope Saint John Paul II

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time


