
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Administrator:  Fr. Martin J. Smay,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com 
You may also reach Fr. Smay at the following email:  msmay@dwc.org

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - October 24, 2021

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries! The 
Blackwater Ministerial Association Food 
Pantry in Davis and the Hinkle House 
Food Pantry in Parsons are accepting food  
donations. Please bring your food 
donations to the back of the church and a 
volunteer will pick them up and deliver 
them to the proper location. 

St. Thomas:   $1941.33

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1039.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
Oct. 17, 2021

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct 24 - Second collection: World Mission Sunday
Nov 01 - All Saints Day 7:15am Thomas & 7:00pm Parsons
Nov 02 - All Souls Day 12 noon Parsons & 5pm Thomas
Nov 07 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Nov 07 - “Ask Father” following the 11am Mass in Parsons

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE
Once again the Society of St. Thomas Women are 
having their Christmas Basket Raffle! Ticket donation 
is $5. Drawing will be Dec 12th. Get your tickets from 
members of the St. Thomas Woman’s Organization or 
call 304-463-4126 (Anita) or 463-4136 (Emily). Tickets 
will also be available in the back of the church. 
*ATTENTION LADIES: Please bring donations for the 
Christmas baskets to the Rectory during office hours.  
All donations need to be dropped off by Sunday 
November 21st. Christmas baskets to be assembled on 
Sunday November 21st after the 9am Mass in the old 
school.  Help needed.  Any questions, call Mariann at 
304-694-5509.

DEVOTIONS FOR THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

In 1926 Pope Pius XI instituted Mission Sunday with 
the first worldwide mission Sunday collection taking 
place in October 1927. Mission Sunday is celebrated in 
all the local Churches as the feast of catholicity and 
universal solidarity so Christians the world over will 
recognize their common responsibility with regard to 
the evangelization of the world.                

Weekly 30-min reflections on St. Joseph
Mondays at Our Lady of Mercy

Oct 25, 6:30pm, Nov 1 after 6pm Mass
Tuesdays at St. Thomas Aquinas
Oct 26 and Nov 2, after 5pm Mass 

Reflections led by Joseph Dominey. These reflections 
stand on their own, but for anyone who chooses to make 

the consecration to St. Joseph, the reflections can also 
serve as preparation. 

Consecration to St. Joseph
Tuesday, Nov. 9th, at conclusion of 5pm Mass
preparation with Fr. Donald Calloway’s book 

recommended

When witnessing 
child poverty, 

the pro-lifer believes 
the problem is poverty 

and the pro-choicer believes the 
problem is the child.

1:00pm every Sunday 
St. John University Parish
1481 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV

Traditional Latin Mass



FROM FATHER SMAY’S DESK
     The “goal” as it were of the Christian life is to attain the happiness of heaven.  In order to 
obtain this goal we must know, love, and serve God in this life.   As with all good things, we 
cannot possibly continue knowing and loving God until death without the special assistance 
of Heaven.  The grace of final perseverance is that grace which is granted to the just at the 
very close of life, in the final moments, whereby they retain custody of their knowledge and 
love of God.  The grace of final perseverance should be one of those graces which we 
diligently seek and ask for.  The Church has taught that the grace of final perseverance is a 
special gift from God and for this reason there is a venerable custom among the Catholic 
Faithful to pray for this grace.  This is the reason why, when we look at any decent Catholic 
prayer book, there is always a prayer for final perseverance.  It has been said by the saints 
that the gift of final perseverance is the greatest gift we can receive from God, for all other 
graces are valueless, and less than valueless, without it.  With this magnificent gift, we will 
attain the happiness of heaven; without it, we have before us only the eternity of hell. 
     In a more general way, grace is all the more crucial in our last moments when we consider 
that the soul may be subject to great trials and temptations in those moments.  Especially in 
the case of a God-fearing soul, the Devil knows that he is about to lose a soul to heaven and, 
just as a wild beast fights vigorously when in mortal danger, the devil makes a strong, last 
ditch effort to tempt the soul away from eternal life and ensnare it in eternal death. 
     It is at this crucial point that we must make recourse to the Blessed Virgin.  Yet, in truth, if 
we wait until the last moments to have recourse to the Queen of Heaven, we are playing a 
dangerous game.  Will we have our wits about us in those moments?  If we do, will we be 
thinking of heavenly assistance?  As the great Moral Theologian and Doctor of the Church St. 
Alphonsus Liguori teaches, “Final perseverance is not a single grace, but a chain of graces, to 
which must correspond the chain of our prayers.”  It would be extraordinary (I do not say 
impossible but extra-ordinary) for a person to suddenly seek heavenly help in the final 
moments unless that person was already in the habit, already disposed to asking for grace. 
     In short, the time to ask for the grace of final perseverance, the time to get into the habit of 
seeking the help of the Virgin Most Powerful, is now.  Right now.  And contained in that 
great prayer which we call the Hail Mary is the petition that our Mother pray for us both 
“now and at the hour of our death.”  After having heard from our lips so many times that 
holy plea, our Queen, the revered Virgin of prompt succor, will surely not disdain our 
prayers but rather rush to our aid in our final and decisive agony.  This we can be assured of.  
     If you have not yet gotten into the habit of praying the Rosary daily, it is not too late.  As 
the learned St. Augustine of Hippo says “The Christian will not be questioned about the 
commencement, but the end of his life.”  After all, many a Saint, like St. Paul, had a bad 
beginning, but made a good end of life.  And if you are in the habit of praying the Rosary 
daily, do not take this happy fact for granted; Judas began well, and ended by betraying Our 
Lord.  The gift of final perseverance will not be denied to those who humbly implores it 
through the intercession of the glorious ever-Virgin Mary. 



We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  
If you would like to make a contribution to our 

parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew.

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

Next month: 
Nov 5th

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Thomas

Adoration

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Kathy Kotten  (304) 866-6243 (T)
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217 (P)
or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833 (P)

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, 
Paula Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Madonna DiBacco, Sara Fletcher,  Sarah Nickel,
Rose Ann Eye, Paul Wojtkowski, & Jennifer Lanthaler 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment in accordance 
with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, 
or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.

Monday, Oct 25
Weekday
7:15am (T) Tony DiBacco

Tuesday, Oct 26
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Stella Shreves †

Wednesday, Oct 27
Weekday           
9:00am (P) Joe & Lena Bednarz †

Thursday, Oct 28
Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles (Feast)
5:00pm (T) Janet Jones †

Friday, Oct 29
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Hildegard Studer †

Saturday, Oct 30
Weekday; BVM (opt)
9:00am (P) Jerry DiBacco †
5:00pm (T) John Lawrence † (VIGIL)

Sunday, Oct 31
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) People of the Parish 
11:00am (P) Nancy Nester † 

The Church and the world have a great 
need of eucharistic worship. Jesus waits 
for us in this sacrament of love. Let us 
be generous with our time in going to 
meet Him in adoration and in 
contemplation that is full of faith and 
ready to make reparation for the great 
faults and crimes of the world. May our 
adoration never cease.

~Pope Saint John Paul II

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time


